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Go Tell That Fox – Luke 13:31-35 

Let us pray: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

A certain woman came to the pastor of a church out in West Texas. 
She asked if she could be a part of the Bible Study he was teaching. He 
gladly agreed, which eventually resulted in the woman's salvation. Curious, 
the preacher asked the woman what prompted her to come in and study the 
Bible.  

She told the elder that over a year ago her three-year old son was hit 
by a car and was critically injured, and it was touch and go for a while. 
During that time, her next-door neighbor, who was a member of this 
particular church, was exceedingly helpful. 

She took care of the mother's other son. She cooked dinner for the 
family, she did her shopping, she cleaned the house, washed the laundry. 
She did all of that without a single complaint or asking for anything in 
return.  

The lady continued by saying that she knew her neighbor had 
something that she did not have. She knew that she was a member of this 
church but that's all that she knew about her. This neighbor was always 
friendly and invited the mother to church.  

But prior to her son's accident, this Mom had nothing to do with the 
other woman. That was because Her mother told her that members of the 
church were judgmental, rude, and obnoxious toward anyone who was not a 
member of the church. 

She concluded tearfully that her neighbor was nothing like she had 
thought. But instead her neighbor was just the opposite. While her son was 
in the hospital, her neighbor encouraged her to read the Bible. In time she 
began reading the Bible and she soon discovered that her neighbor had 
something that she did not have and that was a caring Savior named Jesus 
Christ. 

The portion of Luke's Gospel that we heard this morning takes place in 
the middle of Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. At this point, nothing will stop 
him, not even threats. These threats are seen by most Biblical scholars as 
being an honest warning.  
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Not all Pharisees were opposed to Jesus. For example, Joseph of 
Arimithea and Nicodemus, the two men who buried Jesus after his 
crucifixion, were both Pharisees and secret followers of Jesus.  

Jesus had work to do, and he would not be deterred. The Pharisees 
weren’t particularly known for their love of Jesus. The gospels are full of 
stories painting the Pharisees, the religious leadership group of the time, as 
manipulative and evil men who actively disliked Jesus. For that matter, he 
didn’t much like them, and told them so in no uncertain terms.  

So why would the Pharisees go to Jesus and warn him that Herod 
wanted to kill him? Some commentators have suspected that the Pharisees 
were perfectly willing to have someone get rid of Jesus, but they didn’t want 
the responsibility for his death to fall on someone who was a Jewish 
governor.  

They didn’t want the Jewish leadership to be blamed. Perhaps Pontius 
Pilate would get rid of Jesus, and then it would all be the Romans’ fault. But 
Jesus will not allow himself to be drawn into the Pharisees’ political problem.  

He is busy doing the work he was sent to do, caring for those who 
need him. He knows what is coming, but he still does the work, even as he 
grieves that he is so little understood. So, when some Pharisees came and 
said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.”  

So, He sends a message back to Herod through the Pharisees, who are 
possibly in league with Herod: “You go tell that fox, that untrustworthy and 
corrupt one, that I’m busy doing my work of healing and when I finish, then 
I will go to Jerusalem.” This is not the way that Jesus should refer to his 
earthly lord as a fox.  

The fox was known by its cunning. But no one wanted to be called 
one, let alone being called a liar or deceiver. Even, the Pharisees would have 
agreed that Herod was a fox. Foxes are known to sneak into barns and 
chicken coops at night to prey on defenseless animals.  

Herod Antipas was very subtle and sneaky. He used craftiness to 
subdue his enemies. For example, he had John the Baptist beheaded 
because he made a foolish promise to his stepdaughter Salome in the heat 
of the moment at his birthday party.  

The kingdom of God which Jesus came to preach and live was at odds 
with the entire political system in which Herod Antipas functioned. The two 
systems could not coexist in harmony. Herod the Great played the role of 
the fox well. We can see it in the way he talked to the Magi.  
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“Go and find this child and report back to me that I might worship 
also.” But he was being “foxy.” He wanted to kill Jesus. But Herod was not 
the only fox. The Pharisees were also known for trickery.  

Most of the Pharisees wanted Jesus dead. A plot with the Sadducees 
was already underway to destroy Jesus. The Pharisees come as wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. So what Jesus tells Herod is meant to be overheard by the 
Jewish nation as well. On the third day, He was going to be killed, not by 
Herod, but by the Jews who delivered Jesus over to Pilate for capital 
punishment, totally contradicting Jewish law about turning a brother over to 
a foreign power.  

Judas is rightly called a “traitor” in betraying Jesus. But the Sanhedrin 
turned Jesus over to Pilate. Their treason was on the same level with Judas. 
Soon, even the mob would cry out: “We have no king but Caesar! Crucify 
Him!” 

When we read the Transfiguration account in Luke last Sunday, Jesus 
was talking with Moses and Elijah of his coming departure (exodus) in 
Jerusalem, a reference to His death. Herod might want to kill Jesus. The 
Pharisees, Sanhedrin, and the Sadducees wanted Jesus dead.  

Jesus would die, but not on their terms, but by the will of the Father in 
the appointed place and time. Yet He would not perish. On Easter Sunday, 
he would arise from the dead, having conquered death forever. The prophet 
they wanted dead would not stay dead. Jesus would not perish, but 
Jerusalem would as a result of their rejection of Jesus. 

The fox, wanted to kill the hen. Satan wanted to kill him, but all He 
could do is bruise His heel. This One the world wanted dead has instead 
given Satan a death blow. Satan is mortally wounded. The hen has 
conquered the fox by dying at the hands of the foxes.  

This same Jesus invites all of us to come under the shelter of his 
wings. Those who live by the sword shall die by the sword. The one who dies 
by the sword for Jesus’ sake shall have eternal life. What a strange and 
wonderful reversal of history! The Lamb conquers all! 

But Jerusalem, as a whole, rejected Jesus. They would not come under 
the protection of the hen’s wings. As a result, the very foxes of the Herod’s 
and Rome would scatter and consume them. Their city would be utterly 
destroyed. Those who believed in Jesus, even though many suffered terribly 
like their Master, survived as the church and escaped the destruction of 
Jerusalem.  
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We should as Christians understand that we must trust in Jesus rather 
than the foxes of this world. We need to be wiser than the Serpent while 
being as harmless as the doves. Let us keep our trust in the LORD Jesus who 
has promised to return and receive us unto Himself. Lent calls us to confront 
those things that stand in the way of our answering God's call.  

We answer God's call by doing his work in our world. We can volunteer 
and help here in the church. We can worship and praise God. We can take 
part in Bible studies. We must ask ourselves if we really want God to guide 
our lives.   

Our desire for a safe, predictable, comfortable life can close our hearts 
to God's transforming work. As dual citizens of heaven and earth, we can 
see beyond the earthly world to the heavenly world. Once we loosen the 
bonds of this earthly world, we can turn from earthly things that can destroy 
us to heavenly things that can help us and save us.  

We can serve as a good example for others to follow. On the internet I 
found a list called "Ten Things God Won't Ask", by an American minister who 
had edited them down to eight. Here's his list, and it is a list that I agree 
with: 

1. God won't ask what kind of car you drove, but God will ask how many 
people you drove who didn't have transportation. 

2. God won't ask the square footage of your house, but God will ask how 
many people you welcomed into your home. 

3. God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet, but God will ask 
how many you helped to clothe. 

4. God won't ask what your highest salary was, but God will ask if you 
compromised your character to obtain it. 

5. God won't ask what your job title was, but God will ask if you performed 
your job to the best of your ability. 

6. God won't ask how many friends you had, but God will ask how many 
people to whom you were a friend. 

7. God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived, but God will ask how you 
treated your neighbors. 

8. God won't ask about the color of your skin, but God will ask about the 
content of your character. Will today's church follow the example of 
Jerusalem or Jesus?  
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We who are called to follow in Jesus' footsteps are faced with a challenge. 
How we respond to it will determine our eternal destiny. Go tell that fox that 
we are not going anywhere.  Amen.   

Let us pray: O Lord, gather us in together and show us truly who you are 
and who the world is. If we are asked to choose sides, may we always be on 
yours. We pray these things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


