




What are the Sustainable Development 
Goals?

u In September 2015, the global community committed to adopt a set of goals –
the SDGs – to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all as 
part of a new sustainable development agenda. Each goal has specific targets 
to be achieved over the next 15 years.

u The UN Commission on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has estimated that 
meeting these targets will require $5-7 trillion in investment each year from 
2015-2030. But the UN and member countries cannot deliver on the SDGs 
alone; only an estimated $1 trillion annually will come from public funds, 
leaving a gap of $6 trillion annually for private capital to fill.



The Foundation of Responsible Investing: 
ESG Screening

Social
u working conditions, 

including slavery and 
child labor

u local communities, 
including indigenous 
communities

u conflict
u health and safety

u employee relations and 
diversity

Governance
u executive pay

u bribery and corruption

u political lobbying and 
donations

u board diversity and 
structure

u tax strategy

Environmental
u climate change

u greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions

u resource depletion, 
including water

u waste and pollution

u deforestation



APPROACHES TO RESPONSIBLE INVESTING

ESG SRI
Fossil Fuel 

Free
Shareholder 
Advocacy

Use profits to 
support 

community 
and issues

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES MEASURABLE IMPACT



Stewardship and Shareholder Advocacy

u Accountability

u Stakeholders (and shareowners) rights must be protected and respected.

u Stewardship

u A company’s environmental, social, and governance practices should meet or 
exceed the standards of its market regulations 

u Independence

u Boards should be sufficiently independent so as to ensure that they are able and 
motivated to effectively supervise management’s performance and remuneration, 
for the benefit of all shareholders

u Transparency

u Companies should provide information that enables shareholders to understand key 
issues, make informed decisions, and effectively engage with companies on 
substantive matters that impact shareholders’ long-term interests in the company.



This is what a tropical rainforest should look like. Tropical rainforests sequester 
carbon emissions, provide habitat for endangered species, and support local 

populations.

Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy



Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy

Palm Oil Facts
• Palm oil is an inexpensive and highly versatile 

vegetable oil derived from the fruit of the oil 
palm tree. 

• Palm oil is the most widely used vegetable oil 
in the world. It appears in half of the consumer 
goods on U.S. supermarket shelves, including 
cereal, crackers, soap, shampoo, and 
detergent.

• It is also the highest-yielding vegetable oil 
crop, using less resources to produce oil than 
other crops.

• Clearing forests for palm oil production 
has pushed Bornean orangutans and Sumatran 
elephants and tigers to the brink of extinction.

• As a petroleum alternative, palm oil can power 
vehicles, heat homes, and manufacture 
plastic.



Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy

This is what a tropical rainforest can look like after it has been burned to create a palm 
oil plantation. Palm oil is the leading cause of deforestation in Indonesia, which is the 
sixth worst greenhouse gas emitter in the world. There are cleaner and safer ways to 

produce palm oil.

Pictured: Indonesian President Jokowi



u A money manager purchased 
shares of a major palm oil 
producing company to influence 
the way in which they harvest 
palm oil.

u They travelled to Indonesia to 
verify that the company was 
implementing its zero-
deforestation commitments. 

Shareholder advocate Kate Kroll in Indonesia in 2017
These typical “fresh fruit bunches” hold hundreds of kernels 

that contain palm oil.

Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy



u Under its new policy, they now cut 
down harvested trees and compost 
them into the soil rather than 
burning new land to create 
plantations. 

u Palm oil tree seedlings are moved 
from the nursery to these reclaimed 
plots of land

Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy



u They have experienced higher 
yields since implementing the 
new policy, which provides a 
strong business case for other 
companies as well.

u This change will keep 1.5
Gigatons of carbon out of the 
atmosphere between 2014 and 
2020.

Case Study: Curbing Climate Change 
through Shareholder Advocacy



Creating Impact With Bonds:
Choosing Impact Themes

AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH/REHAB 

CARE 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

ARTS &
CULTURE

DISASTER 
RECOVERY

EDUCATION/
CHILDCARE JOBS

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

GENDER
LENS

HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES 

HUMAN 
EMPOWERMENT 

MINORITY 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

RURAL 
COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
REVITALIZATION

SENIORS/
DISABLED

SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE

TRANSIT-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT 



Impact Investment Case Study: White 
Oak at Mantua

IMPACT
• White Oak at Mantua consists of 72 units located in Mantua Township, New 

Jersey. The property was allocated Low Income Housing Tax Credits in 2012 
and 71 of the 72 units are restricted to residents with incomes at or below 
60% of area median income. Five units are set aside for people with special 
needs and youth aging out of foster care with supportive services provided to 
residents. 

• The development is located in a redevelopment area. The site is a former 
brownfield site that was remediated. Each unit has Energy Star and energy 
efficient heating and cooling systems that meet the Energy Star Homes 
Program requirements. All of the units are handicap accessible or handicap 
adaptable. The community has a clubhouse, computer center, playground, 
and laundry facilities.

• The property received the 2014 Excellence in Housing presented by the New 
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency.

IMPACT THEMES:



Another Example of Impact Investing



Impact Investment Case Study:
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust

u Bonds were special obligations of the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure 
Trust; the borrower is Newark City 

u The New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust provides low-cost financing 
for the construction of environmental infrastructure projects that enhance and 
protect ground and surface water resources, ensure the safety of drinking water 
supplies, and make possible responsible and sustainable economic development. 

u Since its creation in 1986, as the first program of its kind in the country, the Trust 
has played a major role in helping New Jersey meet one of the most fundamental 
environmental priorities -maintaining and improving the quality of the water 
resources 

u The 15-acre brownfields site once housed a Sherwin Williams paint manufacturing 
facility. The redevelopment project is a 250,000-square-foot distribution center 
along the Passaic River and involved approximately $20 million worth of cleanup 
before vertical construction commenced.

u The project helped to generate more than 400 construction jobs and at least 200 
permanent jobs. 

The selection of this security for discussion was based upon non-performance criteria, such as the 
security’s social and/or environmental attributes 

IMPACT THEMES:



One Final Example of Impact Investing



The top 5 issues - asset managers



The top ESG issues raised in 
shareholder resolutions



Notable developments in investor 
advocacy

Proxy access:  As a result of the strong investor support for proxy access proposals, 
the share of S&P 500 companies with proxy access policies grew from 1% to 65% 
from 2013 to 2017.

Higher support for E and S proposals:  The proportion of shareholder proposals on 
social and environmental proposals that receive high levels of support has been 
trending upward.

Equal pay:  Several companies have agreed to report on—and correct—gender pay 
differentials in response to shareholder resolutions.

Engagement:  Behind the scenes, engagement is increasing:  88 money managers, 
with $9.1 trillion in AUM, reported that they engage in dialogue with companies, up 
from 61 money managers, with $6.1 trillion in AUM, in 2016.  



Gender Lens Investing



Strong Growth in Sustainable Investing

• 18-fold growth since 1995

• 38% growth since 2016

• 26% of the $46.6 trillion in total 
US assets under professional 
management



So, what can YOU do as GLOBAL STEWARDS?

u Share what you’ve learned

u Join our online community: www.Impactu.me and educate 
yourself!

u Get some resources! www.fossilfreefunds.org, 
https://genderequalityfunds.org/ and www.asyousow.org

u Evaluate your personal investments and Know What You Own.

u Look for “Social Choice” funds in your retirement plan: 
403(b)/401(k)
u If there aren’t any, work with your employer to GET SOME. We can 

help!

u Have an expert come speak. We’re available free of charge

http://www.impactu.me/
http://www.fossilfreefunds.org/
https://genderequalityfunds.org/
http://www.asyousow.org/




Disclosures
u All rights reserved. Any unauthorized use or disclosure is prohibited. 

u Neither the information nor any opinion expressed herein constitutes an offer to buy or sell any 
securities nor any options, futures or other derivatives related to such securities ("related 
investments"). 

u The information herein was obtained from various sources; we do not guarantee its accuracy or 
completeness.  

u This presentation is prepared for general information only.  It does not have regards to the specific 
investment objectives, financial situation and the particular needs of any specific person who may 
be present at this presentation.  

u Investors should seek financial advice regarding the appropriateness of investing in any securities or 
investment strategies discussed in this presentation and should understand that statements 
regarding future prospects may not be realized. 

u Investors should note that income from such securities, if any, may fluctuate and that each security's 
price or value may rise or fall.  Accordingly, investors may receive back less than originally invested. 

u Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. Future returns are not 
guaranteed, and a loss of original capital may occur. 

u Funds that include environmental criteria limit the investments available to those Funds compared 
to mutual funds that do not use environmental criteria.



Disclosures (part 2)

u Vanderbilt Financial Group is the marketing name for Vanderbilt Securities, LLC and its affiliates

u Securities offered through Vanderbilt Securities, LLC Member: FINRA, SIPC • Registered with 
MSRB Advisory Services offered through Vanderbilt Advisory Services, LLC Insurance Services 
offered through Vanderbilt Insurance and other agencies Clearing Agent: National Financial 
Services, LLC 

u Supervising Office: 125 Froehlich Farm Blvd, Woodbury, NY 11797 • 631-845-5100

u Sustainability reporting at https://profiles.eco/vanderbilt

https://profiles.eco/vanderbilt


Questions?



So how does all of this work?

• We build investment portfolios out of 
different assets

• According to the level of risk each client 
is comfortable with

• Different Assets have different 
engagement strategies, impact criteria, 
risks, and outcomes.

Stocks
• you become a part owner of the 

company

Sample asset allocation, for illustrative purposes only. 

Bonds
• Loan your money – you earn 

interest, money used to do 
something by the issuer



Our Holistic Approach
To Financial Wellness

u Anything Related to Personal Finance

u Financial Wellness Counselors 

u No Minimum Investment Amounts

• Budgeting • Cash Flow • Debt • Credit • 
College • Funding • Student Loans• Homebuying
• Marriage & Divorce • Retirement • Insurance • 
Investment Strategy• Estate Planning • LGBT 
Issues • And more.



Sustainable, Responsible, and Impact Investing 101

160 Durham Ave, Suite 105
Metuchen NJ 08840
732-710-4934
www.commoninterestsfinancial.com
Booknow.so/commoninterestsfinancial



The Investment Case for the SDGs

u Investors who integrate the SDGs in their investment strategies will 
potentially retain competitive advantage;

u Value could be at risk if the SDGs aren’t achieved;

u Risks associated with the SDGs can be financially material;

u Achieving the SDGs will be a key driver of global GDP growth over the next 15 
years;

u Aligning investments with the SDGs could result in improved risk-return 
profile of investee businesses;

u Aligning investments with the broader objectives of society is ultimately in 
the interest of beneficiaries, clients and future generations – and is something 
that consumers are increasingly demanding.



To align our investment decisions with the 
SDGs we are in the process of:

u developing an SDG program to align our responsible investment practices with 
the SDGs;

u providing guidance to other firms and individuals on how to integrate the 
SDGs in investment strategies, policies and decisions;

u integrating the SDGs in active ownership;

u promoting improved disclosure on ESG issues and the SDGs by companies and 
other entities;

u providing information on the SDGs to create awareness and education, as well 
as promoting research (scroll down to see some);

u promoting investor collaboration on the SDGs.

https://www.commoninterestsfinancial.com/responsible-investing/
https://www.commoninterestsfinancial.com/shareholder-advocacy/


US sustainable investing totaled $12 trillion 
at start of 2018



Types of Investors Filing Shareholder 
Proposals 2016-2018



Investing 101

u Stocks

u As an owner of a stock, you are an owner of a piece of the company. 

u You have the right to have a voice in how that company is run

u By being Active Owners, we can change corporate behavior!

u Bonds

u When you “buy” a bond, you lend your money to someone in exchange for interest

u Companies, Governments, even Non-Profits issue bonds

u We choose which bonds are in our portfolios based on both financial conditions and 
impact themes – Clients make the impact targeting decisions

All investing involves risk, including the loss of principal


