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REJOICE WITH ME 
LUKE 15:1-10 

 
Let us pray: My friends, when we are lost, all is not lost. God is 

seeking us, ready to turn our lives around, Gathering us in to the people of 
God. Let us rejoice in God’s mercy!   Amen. 

  
A minister died and was waiting in line at the Pearly Gates. Ahead of 

him was a guy who was dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather jacket 
and jeans. Saint Peter addressed the guy, "Who are you, so that I may know 
whether or not to admit you to the Kingdom of Heaven?"  

 
The guy replied, "I'm Joe Cohen, taxi driver, of New York City". Saint 

Peter consulted his list. He smiled and said to the taxi driver, "Take this 
silken robe and golden staff, and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."  The taxi 
driver went into Heaven, and then it was the minister's turn.  

 
The minister stood erect and boomed out, "I am Joseph Snow, pastor 

of Saint Mary's Church for the last forty-three years." Saint Peter consulted 
his list and said to the minister, "Take this cotton robe and wooden staff, 
and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."  

 
"Just a minute," said the minister. "That man was a taxi driver and he 

gets a silken robe and golden staff. How can this be?" Saint Peter said, "Up 
here, we work by results,". "While you preached, people slept. While he 
drove, people prayed." 
 
 Once upon a time there were two families who lived next door to each 
other. The families were quite different. The first family were Christians. 
They took good care of their house and lawn.  

They never used tobacco, alcohol, or drugs. They never cursed or 
fought loudly with one another. The kids were never in trouble with the law. 
And they all went to church every Sunday.  

The second family had nothing to do with God. Their house and lawn 
were a mess. They smoked and drank to excess and used marijuana to 
“mellow out.” They cursed and fought loudly with one another. The kids 
were always getting in trouble with the law. They never went to church. 
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One day the teenage daughter from the first family told her father, 
“Dad, I think there’s trouble next door. Their kids told some of my friends at 
school that their dad and mom are going to get a divorce.” 

“All right!” Dad shouted excitedly, “Divorce, huh? Too bad!” The 
daughter went into the kitchen where her mother was preparing dinner and 
repeated the news. Her mother nodded her head knowingly saying, “That’s 
what they get for not going to church and for living like they do.  

Let that be a lesson to you, in case you ever get the notion you don’t 
want to go to church! I sure hope we get some decent neighbors in there 
after they’re gone!” And, behold, the second family split up and moved 
away.  

And the new neighbors were decent people who kept up the house and 
yard, never smoked or drank or used drugs. They never cursed or fought 
loudly. Their kids were honor students. The new family even went to church 
occasionally. And the first family lived happily ever after, never bothered by 
their neighbors again. 

This family avoided their lost neighbors and rejoiced when they finally 
moved away. I think we can all identify to their joy. But Jesus socialized with 
lost sinners and rejoiced when they came to repentance. 

Luke 15 begins with the notice that all the tax-gatherers and sinners 
were coming near Him to listen to Him. They had ears to hear what the 
Savior was teaching. But the Pharisees and scribes were grumbling, “This 
man receives sinners and eats with them.”  

Jesus owns up to the Pharisees’ charge and defends Himself by telling 
two parables that both make the same point, although with different 
emphases: God goes to great effort to seek lost sinners and He greatly 
rejoices when they come to repentance. 

If that is what our God is like, then that is what we, as His people, 
should be like. Today we will look at the parables of the lost sheep and the 
lost coin.  Jesus first tells the parable of the lost sheep. A lost sheep in the 
Judean wilderness was doomed.  

It had no protection and it would be only a short time before the 
coyotes or other predators would attack and kill it. A lost dog might 
eventually find its way home, but a lost sheep is unable to do so.  

The lost sheep was lost because of foolishness. Sheep are dumb. For 
example, during mating season, the males fight for the right to mate by 
butting heads with each other. When sheep get lost, they don't even know 
it.  
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A lost sinner is the same. The sinner may not even know that he or 
she is lost and headed for destruction, but the truth is that without God, a 
lost person is spiritually dumb.  

 
He must want to be found, either by God or by fellow Christians. The 

best way for us to be happy is to make Heaven happy, and the best way to 
make Heaven happy is to repent. 

 
Jesus said that no one can come to Him unless the Father draws him. 

Paul says that “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.” (2 Cor. 4:4).  

 
Unbelievers are lost and helpless, a target for the enemy. He is 

hopelessly lost, like a blind man in a darkened room who is looking for a 
black cat that isn't there. A sinner on his own will never find the Lord. We 
must lead people to Jesus like a shepherd leads a lost sheep back to the 
flock. 

 
In the case of the woman and her coin, everything was set aside until 

she found that coin. Her shopping would have to wait. Her meal preparation 
was postponed.  

She didn’t go to the well to draw water and chat with her neighbors. 
She didn’t go to the stream to wash her laundry. Her one consuming focus 
was looking for that lost coin, no matter how much effort it took. 

I can identify with this woman. Whenever I lose something, even if it’s 
not of great value, it drives me crazy until I find it. Have you ever had to 
search for something you or someone else misplaced? Have you ever had to 
search for someone who has been lost? If so, you've undoubtedly discovered 
two things: 
 

1. You will do everything you can to find the lost person or item. 
 
2. The longer the lost item or person remains lost, the less likely it is 

 that the item or person will be found. Lost sinners are the same way.  
 

God will do everything He can to bring them back to the fold, but they 
have a choice; they can accept Him, or reject Him. In other words, a lost 
sinner has to be willing to repent and return to God's flock.  

 
God goes to great effort to seek lost sinners just like a shepherd who 

leaves his 99 other sheep and goes after the lost one, searching until He 
finds it. And like the woman who lost her coin who sets aside all her other 
work and diligently searches until she finds it.  
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Jesus is the Good Shepherd, who seeks and saves the lost. God takes 
the initiative in seeking sinners. Both the shepherd and the woman realized 
the problem and took the initiative to deal with it. They diligently searched 
for the lost item.  

Scripture is clear that if we are saved, it is because the Lord took the 
initiative; we did not. That initiative springs out of His great love and 
compassion.  

As the apostle Paul states, “Just as He chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before in love. He 
predestined us for adoption as His children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the pleasure of His will.” (Eph. 1:4, 5)  

“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). If salvation had been left up to us, 
we would still be in our sins. But, thank God, He lovingly took the initiative.  

He launched the search. He sent Christ to die for our sins while we 
were wandering from the fold.  God undertakes the personal cost of the 
search. In the case of the shepherd, he had to take whatever time it took to 
search for his lost sheep.  

He had to expose himself to the dangers of the wilderness and the 
weather. The same lions or wolves that were stalking his sheep might stalk 
him as well. He had to go without sleep, because the longer the sheep 
remained lost, the greater the risk of its being destroyed.  

Thinking about sheep reminds me of the stained glass window in the 
Morris Plains Presbyterian Church depicting Jesus holding a lamb on His 
shoulders.  I would often look at that picture thinking I was the sheep on His 
shoulders caring for me too.  Keeping me safe from all harm. 

 Do you have that image of Jesus? Do we care about people who don't 
know the Lord? Do we care enough to show the Christian life as best we can, 
with persistent bouts of loving, caring and kindness?  
 

Do we care enough to tell them what Jesus means to us and could mean 
to them? Do we care enough to keep searching for those lost souls in spite of 
pain and rejection? How can we be complacent about our own Christian faith 
as long as we know people who have wandered away from the Lord?  

 
All of our committees, workshops, and outreach programs are no good 

without the essential ingredient-someone who cares that a person does not 
know the Lord. Jesus and Luke were not interested in separation.  
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They were focused on God-the one who will not be bound by our sense 
of rightness, correctness or prosperity. God is also not bound by social 
status, gender or other considerations.  

 
Jesus and Luke see repentance as a gift from God, more the 

experience of being found by a concerned seeker than the product of human 
effort. God loves everyone, especially the "wrong crowd".  

 
He wants us to know the joy of a life lived in God. He invites us to join 

Him in the great treasure hunt-the hunt for lost souls to bring the great 
treasure to Him when we have found it.  

 
It is better for us to drop the mask of the offended Pharisees and the 

scribes to see ourselves for who we really are. We are the tax collectors and 
sinners who have been given a party by Jesus and we need to learn to 
joyfully thank Jesus for accepting us sinners who repent. 

 
On a cold night in England many years ago, a group of children slipped 

into a church to get warm. The preacher was speaking on Luke 15:2, which 
in the King James Version reads, “This man receiveth sinners and eateth 
with them.” 

Afterwards, one of the children, a girl of 8, went up to the pastor and 
said, “Pardon me, sir, but I didn’t know that my name was in the Bible.” The 
pastor asked her, “What is your name?” She said, “Edith, sir.” He said, “No, 
Edith is not in the Bible.” “Yes, it is,” she replied. “I heard you say, ‘This man 
receiveth sinners, and Edith with them.’”  

Even though that girl misunderstood the text, she had applied the 
truth personally to her own heart. If you know that there are sins in your 
heart that need God’s merciful forgiveness, put your name in the Bible.  

If you will join the tax collectors and sinners, and draw near to Jesus 
and listen to Him, you will rejoice with me singing, “Amazing grace, how 
sweet the sound, I once was lost, but now I’m found!”  Amen. 

Let us pray:  Jesus, you welcome all into your warm embrace. When we are 
lost, you come to find us. When we are in despair, you come to lift us up. 
When we feel forsaken, you remind us of your great love for each one of us. 
Thank you for loving us just as we are.  Amen. 

 

 


