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Pastor Madelynne Lindsey 

November 4, 2018 

Sermon What is the Greatest Commandment 
Ruth 1:1-18 & Mark 12:28-34 

Let us pray:  Dear God, make us more sensitive, more compassionate, and 
more loving towards the neighbor whom he puts on our path. Amen. 

 Have you ever thought of what difference a word of compassion, 
encouragement, or affirmation can make in someone else's life? Jesus calls 
us to recognize others' needs and to show our love for them in the 
appropriate love language. 

 How shall we love God, neighbor and self? In what concrete ways do 
you hope to show your stubborn commitment to God, neighbor and self?  

 Getting to your polling place and casting your informed vote on 
Tuesday is a great place to start and worth whatever it takes in time, effort 
or inconvenience. Think of voting as a way of loving. In her lectionary blog, 
Heather Carlson encourages Christians to "vote as those caught up in the 
mission of loving our neighbour..."  

 Vote for candidates who in your judgement will work with stubborn 
commitment (aka love) for the wellbeing of all God's people and not for 
short-term gain. I hope there will be 100% turnout from Watchung Avenue 
Presbyterian Church on election day.  

 Presbyterians have a long history of civic involvement. Our United 
States government is modeled after Presbyterian church governance. Why? 
Because we care about one another enough to care about what laws are 
passed and who they affect and how they are enforced.  

 We participate in government as a matter of course, as an expression 
of our Christian faith. In the plainest possible terms, we vote because we 
love. We are stubborn enough to vote because we are stubborn enough to 
love God, neighbor and self. 

 The secret of happiness is revealed to us by Jesus Christ in our Gospel 
text today concerning the “Relationship of Loving God, Loving Neighbor, and 
Loving Our self, in that order. 

 If the order is mixed up, problems happen as seen in one of the 
Peanuts’ comic strips which had Linus telling his sister Lucy that he wanted 
to be a doctor when he grew up. Lucy responded in her usual cynical way by 
saying, “You, a doctor?  
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 That’s a laugh. Do you know why you couldn’t be a doctor? Because 
you don’t love humankind.” Linus thought about this for a moment and then 
said, “I do love humankind. It’s people I can’t stand.” 

 The human groundwork for love has roots in early relationships with 
parents and caretakers and sets the tone for physical, emotional, and 
interpersonal development, which ultimately guides us to manifest the love 
of God and love of neighbor and of oneself. 

 The good news is that even where human love was lacking, if we stick 
to God’s relationship, we can live free and happy and have a faith that 
works. 

 There are four parts to loving God. First, love God with all your Heart.  
Second, love Him with your Soul. Third, the mind. And the forth with all your 
strength. After we love God in those four ways, we are ready to love our 
neighbor as our self. So, we can transcend self and genuinely attend to 
others, especially to those who are suffering and poor. 

 Loving neighbor frees us from preoccupation with the self and the 
problems of the self, from self-destructive emotions (like bitterness, rage, 
the rumination of resentments, despair), from lack of purpose, and from 
loneliness or isolation. 

 When Ruth made her decision to stay with Naomi, it was a decision to 
sacrifice herself, for the good of another. It was probably through Naomi, 
that Ruth came to know God. Naomi invested time and effort in passing on 
the faith.  

 Her boys may have married girls who did not know God, but through 
her witness it seems that Ruth came to know the Lord our God. I consider 
Ruth a saint and that each of you will also, spend time leading others to God 
and, telling the world about Jesus.  

 Saints are still being made today. Not all saints will be as well known 
as Ruth and Naomi.  Sometimes, many of today’s contributions go unnoticed 
by humankind - But they are never unnoticed by God. 

 I heard of a story about an older Saint. She belonged to a small 
country church which she attended faithfully, and taught Sunday School. As 
is typical of a smaller church, her class often consisted of the same students, 
year after year.  For a number of years, she had the same three boys, and 
during that time they all made decisions to follow Jesus. 

 One grew up to be a missionary who faithfully served the Lord in 
Africa. The second boy became a Senator, who for years brought Christian 
values to the United States Senate. The third boy was Billy Graham, the 
well-known preacher and evangelist. 
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 The elderly Sunday School teacher did not seem to have a very large 
ministry, teaching a small class, in a small church, but God used her efforts 
to reach thousands of people. 

 I am sure that many of us can look back on our faith journeys - And 
see people similar to that Sunday School teacher - People who gave of 
themselves in the service of the Lord. 

 People who put God first, making a big difference in our lives. Today’s 
invitation to Christian discipleship is to be that witness for another - Like 
Ruth, being willing to give of ourselves for the benefit of another. And like 
Naomi, being a good witness to our faith. 

 Living out our faith day by day - And telling others of the great things 
God has done. We have a great advantage over Naomi and Ruth - Their faith 
was based for the most part, on what was revealed in just the first 5 books 
of the Old Testament.  

 Not only did they not have Jesus - But they lived in the days before 
the prophets, and even before most of the psalms, were written, our big 
advantage is that we know Jesus. We know what He came to teach us.  

 He gave His life for us, and then rose again. Therefore, our witness 
should be much greater than Naomi. Our compassion should be much 
greater than Ruth.  And our saintly actions that much greater, because we 
are telling the story of Jesus and His great love. 

 Many years ago, a shabbily dressed boy trudged several miles through 
the snowy streets of Chicago, determined to attend a Bible class that was 
conducted by D. L. Moody.  

 When he arrived, he was asked, "Why did you come to a Sunday 
school so far away? Why didn't you go to one of the churches near your 
home?" He answered simply, "Because I loved a fellow over here." 

 As we hear that story, we need to ask ourselves whether others can 
say the same about our families and our church. We all struggle with loving 
God and loving others. But love is the greatest need of humans and it also 
the greatest obligation of humans.  

 When we love one another, we offer a sacrifice which is pleasing to 
God. Jesus saw that the scribe’s answer was wise and affirmed him by 
saying, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

 He was not in the kingdom, but he was not very far from it. He didn’t 
come under the rule of God completely, but he was very near it. In order to 
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be in the kingdom, it’s not enough to agree with Jesus’ teachings, but we 
must submit to him.  

 What is your great commandment? The answer is by loving God with 
your heart, mind, soul and strength. God has offered us an incredible 
invitation to enter into intimate relationship with himself. Amen. 

Let us pray:  Dear gracious and loving Father, we ask your loving Son to 
dwell in us fully and completely, to hold our hearts in his hand so that we 
can melt and be transformed by his living love that flows out of the cross. 
Father, help us to understand it and live it accordingly. In the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 

 


