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Can You Feel It?   
 

Acts 2:1-21 and Gen. 11:1-9 

Let us pray:  Living God, you have created all that is. Send forth your Spirit 
to renew and restore us, that we may proclaim your good news in ways and 
words that all will understand and believe. Amen. 

 The word communication is a very powerful word and is often 
neglected due to people not wanting to communicate, to talk to each other 
candidly and openly. Communicating is a missed opportunity to get to know 
each other and can be the root of our greatest frustrations. 

 There was once a judge who was interviewing a woman regarding her 
pending divorce, and asked, “What are the grounds for your divorce?” 

  She replied, “About four acres and a nice little home in the middle of 
the property with a stream running by.” 

  “No,” he tried again, “I mean what is the foundation of this case?” 

   “It is made of concrete, brick and mortar,” she replied. 

  With a sigh, he began again, “I mean, what are your relations like?” 

  “I have an aunt and uncle living here in town, and so do my husband’s 
parents.” 

  “Do you have a real grudge?” 

  “No,” she replied. “We have a two-car carport and have never really 
needed one.” 

  “Please,” he continued with some frustration, “is there any infidelity in 
your marriage?” 

  “Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. We don’t 
necessarily like the music, but the answer to your questions is yes.” 

  “Ma’am, does your husband ever beat you up?” 

  “Yes, he does,” she responded with emphasis,” about twice a week he 
gets up earlier than I do.” 
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  Finally, in great frustration, the judge asked, “Lady, why do you want 
a divorce?” 

  “Oh, I don’t want a divorce,” she replied, “I’ve never wanted a divorce. 
My husband does. He says he can’t communicate with me.” 

  Pentecost, as celebrated by Christians, is a restoration miracle of 
communication. It reconnects the human heart with the heart of God, and it 
sparks understanding between humans with diverse backgrounds and 
polarized views.  

 The story of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-21 helps us understand how God 
sees human diversity: one of God’s greatest gifts to the world. At Pentecost, 
God through the Spirit does not erase our differences but embraces the fact 
that God has made us all so wonderfully different. 

 Today's Old Testament lesson tells the account of a group of 
narcissists. These narcissists were busy making a name for 
themselves.  Their own words betray them.  They said, "Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."   

 In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus teaches us to pray to our Father in Heaven 
and say, "Hallowed be Thy name."  Instead, these people in Babel wanted to 
say, "Hallowed be our name."  The people in Babel were self-centered 
instead of God-centered. 

 What is the result of this obsession with self?  Listen to the judgment 
of God from today's Old Testament reading.  "Come, let us go down and 
confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's 
speech."   

 The LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, 
and they left off building the city. From this account of the Tower of Babel, 
we learn that we are to be God-centered and not self-centered.  We learn 
that God's judgment on our self-centered behavior is confusion, division, 
disunity, and ultimately dispersal.   

 The account of the Tower of Babel teaches us that whenever we see 
tension between people - wherever there is strife - wherever there is 
jealousy, that narcissism, self-centeredness, is somewhere at the root of the 
problem.  

 Pentecost reverses the punishment God meted out at Babel. Finally, 
we can understand one another because the Spirit enables all to understand 
one language. That is what today's Epistle is all about. The Holy Spirit comes 
from outside of us with the gifts that God has for us.   
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 The Holy Spirit came down in one of His rare demonstrations of 
power.  There was the sound of the mighty rushing wind.  There were the 
tongues of flame resting on the disciples.  They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 

 It was then, that God dealt with the judgment of Babel.  Suddenly, the 
disciples were able to speak in the native languages of the Pentecost 
pilgrims who had gathered from all over the known world.  The list included 
in today's epistle is extensive.  

 Suddenly, all these languages became one again.  For a little while - 
on that one special Pentecost - the curse of Babel was erased. What was the 
message that was so important that the Holy Spirit lifted the curse of Babel 
for a while?  The text of our Epistle tells us.  We hear them telling in their 
own tongues the mighty works of God.   

 The Holy Spirit lifted the curse of division, strife, and conflict so that 
people of all nations could hear about the mighty works of God. The 
message of Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins does 
much more than release us from our strife and division with one another.   

 The forgiveness of sins that Jesus earned for us heals our strife and 
division with God.  We are no longer God's enemies.  Instead, the Holy Spirit 
works faith in us and adopts us into the family of God as heirs of eternal 
life.   

 We become Christ's brothers and sisters and His Father becomes our 
Father.  God will always be with us while we live here in time and we shall 
always enjoy unity with God in eternity. Notice the change that comes upon 
the disciples when they are baptized by the Holy Spirit with tongues of fire.  

 Before this day, they are a small band of Jesus followers hiding—
literally hiding for fear of their lives. They hold out in a room with locked 
doors, fearful of betrayal, lest they be incarcerated or crucified as Jesus had 
been. 

 They do not know what to do with the teachings and memories they 
have of Jesus. They do not know what to do with the fact that he has 
ascended to heaven, leaving them to live out their days as outcast-zealots of 
Judaism, unwelcome among Jews, Samaritans, Romans, Gentiles, or even 
the blind, the lame or lepers for that matter. 

 On that day, in that place, there was a unity of communication from 
God to man that had not existed since Eden. This Pentecost trumpets the 
Easter miracle to every soul, every nation, every generation, every broken 
heart!  
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 This Pentecost replaces the Tower of Babel with the Power of the 
cross! This Pentecost turns strangers into friends, refugees into family, even 
enemies into companions along life’s way. This Pentecost shows that love 
can triumph over every obstacle that divides.  

 This Pentecost gives birth to the Church of Jesus Christ which is open 
to people of all ages, nations and races. So, what can we do to get our focus 
back on God and get rid of all division, strife, and conflict? Now. Let’s be 
frank. What does the Church of Jesus Christ look like today? To the world? 
To us? Does it speak of unity, compassion and unfailing love? (pause) 

 1 Corinthians 13:1 says, “If I speak in the tongues of man and of 
angels. But have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” 

  The witness of Pentecost can heal the Christian Church, and it can heal 
you and me, too. It can help us remember there is a person inside that point 
of view we disagree with so much.  

 It can remind us that Christ gave his life for both of us. It can teach us 
to forgive, and to go the distance in relationship, even when we don’t see 
eye to eye. When Barack Obama was elected President in 2008, political 
pundits rejoiced that we had finally brought about the dawn of a “post-
racial” society.  

 If we were paying attention for the last few years, we know this was 
naive, maybe even foolish. Senator Mitch McConnell declared that the 
Republican controlled Senate would not entertain any bills that President 
Obama would present. How is that recognizing our fundamental differences?  
Not much has changed. Our differences linger, for worse and for better. 

 However, the problems we face across cultures are not our differences. 
Instead, when we saturate those differences with prejudice and rank, when 
our differences become a way to determine who is in and who is out — who 
is better and who is inferior — then we corrupt God’s gift of difference. 

 So, let us set aside the prejudices that infect our relationships with one 
another. They are poisons that only lead to hatred and destruction. But let 
us also set aside the equally infectious, equally destructive delusion that our 
differences are a problem to be solved.  Are differences make us rich with 
excitement to experience new and adverse way to live with other who are 
different. 

 Pentecost is a way that we can hear that message proclaimed and we 
can study that message together.  It is the message that unifies the 
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church.  It is the message that Christ in His love died for sinners and, as 
sinners, we all qualify as the recipients of that love.   

 God does not work or act within the walls and structures we have 
built. Instead, God lives, works, and acts within us. Can you feel it? The Holy 
Spirit? Amen. 

Let us pray:  Spirit of Life, You are breathing something new into this world 
now. Spirit of Truth, You are breathing Your wisdom into us now. Spirit of 
Hope, You are leading us forward, and we know You are at work in the body 
of Christ. Spirit of Life, move us, again and again. Amen. 

 

  

 


