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PASTORAL LETTER  

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He 

has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 

go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Luke 4:18-19 

 

October marked a full year of being commissioned to serve as pastor at Watchung Avenue and 

session has renewed my covenant for another year.  I have pledged my desire to both the session and 

the congregation to do everything in my authority to keep the doors of Watchung Avenue open, and 

with God’s help, I feel that He will give me the Holy Spirit to continue to be a part of this church family 

in 2020.  
 

Since my time at Watchung Avenue, I have seen both accomplishments and struggles, growth and 

decline.  We have lost a few members through relocation to heaven and elsewhere, but gained a new 

wonderful member by transfer. We have had a few visitors that seem to appear on various occasions 

including Bible Study on Sunday mornings at 8:45 am.  Unfortunately, we have not gained any youth 

but I keep praying that we will be able to get new members with children in the future. 

We continue to feed at least 25 middle and high school indigent students with a few dedicated, 

willing members of the church volunteering to continue to keep that endeavor alive and well every 

week.  We continue to care for one another by studying the scriptures on Sunday mornings and 

Thursday evenings.  I have office hours every Wednesday and am available after worship service on 

Sunday.  I do home, hospital visits, and various other institutions with Gwyn Gronlund mostly, Jeff 

Bunnell and Al Smith when available. I administer communion when requested every first Sunday 

along with Gwyn and other elders when possible. 
 

The upkeep of the building continues to be a struggle with constant replacement of aging parts to the 

plumbing and the physical structure of our church.  But with the wise investment of Bob Goellner’s 

association, we have been able to make the repairs through our various funds.  And from two 

generous donors, and from our numerous tenants we hope to be able to repair some of the much-

needed structural challenges in our church which includes remediation of mold in the basement area 

of the church.  
  

Now, let me highlight some of the creative ventures that I attended and did this past year:  

I exchanged pulpits with Rev. Susan Friedl; attended and participated in the planning of the North 

Plainfield Fall Festival and I currently attend the North Plainfield Forum every month; planned the 

Mother’s Day Hat Extravaganza with the Ladies Circle; conducted and participated in funerals for both 

Sarellen Hogan and DeWitt LaMaire; developed, planned and participated in the Trash to Treasure 

sale for Joshua’s Closet; attended and participated in, upon request from Councilwoman Miller, the 

Black History Program at North Plainfield High School; attended the Alzheimer Seminar at the North  
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Plainfield Community Center; conducted Boy Scout Sunday and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Sunday during 

worship; attended and helped plan CROP Walk; attended and participated in the ordination and  

 

 

 

installation of Rev. Stephanie Shockley at the Holy Cross Episcopal church; attended Live Nativity and 

presented a play for Dec. 22nd worship service; and conducted Candlelight Christmas eve service.  

There are numerous other activities I conducted as Moderator of the Presbytery that are too 

numerous to list in this report. 
 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. called the Luke 4 passage, in the opening scripture of my report, as a 

guideline for my vision for Watchung Avenue.  I hope we can continue to keep the momentum and 

hope alive while we continue our journey together to develop our action plan for the next year.  I 

have tried to keep this passage in the forefront of my mind as your pastor going forward.  Through my 

sermons, I have endeavored to “bring good news” to you by my words and my actions.  Jesus Christ 

released us, set us free, proclaimed God’s favor to all, and gave us hope to keep his commandments 

for his holy house of worship.  That is the good news that I am called to proclaim and to live.  I will 

continue to pray “for the release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free.” 
 

We may be a small church, but we have been a welcome home for the Barack Obama Green Charter 

High School's Physical Education classes and assemblies, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Alcoholics 

Anonymous meetings, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority meetings, Ministerio Vida Nueva Internacional  worship 

services and events, Ministerio Bethel Internacional Leaders meetings, Zumba Exercise classes, the 

Cordova Dance Troupe's practices, Amway meetings, the WIC program and so many others who 

utilize our church.  We are truly a community minded church. 
 

This demonstrates our sincere efforts to be a caring, sharing and helpful church.  I am so thankful and 

grateful and proud to be a small part of the giving nature of Watchung Avenue, which makes us not 

merely a building, but a church of Christians willing to do whatever is necessary to help those in need.  

Hallelujah!  I sincerely hope that our love and the good news proclaimed will continue to draw more 

people to our doors and to our fellowship.  Amen! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor Madelynne Lindsey 
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AUDITING COMMITTEE  

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

CHURCH TREASURER 

An audit was performed of the Church Treasurer’s reports and records for the year 2019 on January 

23, 2020. 

Beginning and ending balances of checking account were verified. 

Totals of various line items, e.g. Utilities, were verified. 

Authorization vouchers for debit card and reimbursement of expenses were spot-checked. 

The weekly summary sheets, recording donations, from Financial Secretary to Church Treasurer were 

spot-checked. 

The reports and records were found to be accurate and in good order.  Greta Martin-Worthy, 

treasurer, Peg Bunnell, assistant treasurer, and Alice Lester, financial secretary, are commended for 

their fine work. 
 

Susan Durick 

Julie Mullen 

Audit Committee 

 

 

 
 

BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set up to be of assistance to members of the church at 

the time of a death in the family.  The purpose of this committee is to coordinate an informal 

luncheon or dessert to be served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or memorial service.  Members 

of the committee set up, serve, and cleanup in addition to supplying coffee, tea, and dessert.  The 

family of the deceased supplies the main dish and the paper products. 

The services of this committee were used this year following the services for: 

 

Sarellen Hogan—May 18, 2019 

DeWitt LaMaire—June 20, 2019 

 

Thank you to those who helped set up, bake, serve, or clean up at these times. 

 

Respectfully submitted,                         

Peggy Bunnell 
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ADMINISTRATION  
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

The year’s highlight is the continuation of Madelynne Lindsay as our pastor.  WAPC continues to move 
ahead with both our facility upgrade as well as our involvement in our community.  
  
We continue to invest in our building.  It is 100 years old in parts and needs constant attention.  This 
year a new roof over the parish hall was completed, a new handicap railing was installed and an 
upgrade in our audio visual capability was completed.   
 
When we look at our involvement with the community, we have 11 different groups renting our 
facilities, this represents close to 25% of our annual budget.  This helps us financially, but what this 
represents to the community includes two other churches, WIC, service based Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
two AA groups, a Zumba class and a Dance Troupe.   In simplest terms, the joint is jumpin’. We are 
adding a new group that is closely aligned with WIC in 2020. 
 

 

BUILDING USAGE  
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church continues to support and service the Plainfield and North 

Plainfield communities.  The following is a brief summary of the rental groups that utilize either the 

Parish Hall building and/or the Sanctuary side of the building. 

 
 

 The Barack Obama Green Charter High School, located in Plainfield, continues to use the Parish 

Hall and classroom #6 on the lower level for their Physical Education and Health Education classes, 

M-F, 8:30am-2:45pm.   They also use the Sanctuary, the hall and classrooms for a total of 4 

months for their "Town Hall" assemblies on Fridays. 
 

 The Beta Alpha Rho Zeta graduate chapter of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority of Somerset County 

continues to meet regularly twice a month in the lower level classroom #4.  They also schedule 

additional meetings when needed. The sorority, along with WAPC, hosted the Annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner in the Parish Hall once again this year with a successful attendance.  The 

ladies of the sorority also attended and participated in Sunday worship on Nov. 10th to introduce 

and inform WAPC of their purpose and goals for the community. 
 

 NORWESCAP continues to hold its WIC program on Tuesdays, 9:30am-3:30pm in the lower level 

classroom #2. This classroom is primarily used only by them and they are continuing to pay a 

monthly rental fee funded by a state grant. 
 

 NORWESCAP began inquiring about using space in the Parish Hall building on the lower lever to  

establish a location for their Career Life Transitions Center (CLTC), Somerset County program.  

They felt we had adequate space to accommodate their clients and were encouraged that our 
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location could be a "one stop shopping" facility which includes both the WIC and the CLTC 

programs. (Now in 2020 plans have begun and are moving forward) 
 

 The Iglesia De Dios Casa De Luz (New Life) congregation under a new name, Ministerio Vida 

Nueva Internacional, continues to worship and fellowship here at WAPC.  They are in the building 

regularly for worship and fellowship on Sundays, Thursdays, occasional Fridays, and the last 

Monday of the month.  This past year they have been holding New Member meetings, Leader's 

Meetings and Planting Meetings on Saturdays.  Their Vacation Bible School was cancelled in 2019 

but hopefully they will be able to bring it back in 2020.  Many of their members continue to rent 

our hall for birthdays, graduations, baby showers, and many more special events. 
 

 The Boy Scouts continue to meet regularly on Monday evenings in the Parish Hall.  The Girl Scouts 

have not been holding meetings regularly this year; only special events. (These two groups use our 

facility gratis)   
 

 ZUMBA fitness classes continue to meet 3 times a week for the community in the Parish Hall.  The 

ZUMBA instructor has also held special fund raiser events for donation to charities. 
 

 The Joshua's Closet, is no longer in the basement at this time.  WAPC will be doing a mold 

remediation project in the basement and once that is done, there may be discussions about 

whether they will return or not. 
 

 The Cordova Dance Group rehearses in the large classroom #6 downstairs and at times the Parish 

Hall two to three times a week.  This group has performed in the community parades and festivals. 
 

 The Ministerio Bethel Internacional holds their leadership meetings 3 Monday evenings a month 

in the sanctuary and every Wednesday evening in the library. 
 

 An AA group (English) meets every Sunday afternoon in the large classroom #6 downstairs.  They 

contribute an agreed upon monthly donation. 
 

 An AA group (Spanish) holds their Annual Celebration in October in Parish Hall.  2020 will be their 

39th celebration and their 7th year with us. 
 

 An Amway group has continued to hold their company meetings primarily every Saturday in the 

Parish Hall. 
 

 Members and family members of the WAPC congregation and the community neighbors continue 

to rent the Parish Hall for banquets, baby showers, birthdays and more. This past year the 

community neighbors' participation has increased because of the spread of a positive word of 

mouth. 
 

Updated by Greta Martin-Worthy 

Office Administrator/Treasurer 
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CLERK’S STATISTICAL  
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

WAPC membership as of 12/31/2018 was 70,  
and as of 12/31/2019, was 60, a decrease of 10 from last year. 

 
      Membership  2017                       70 
       New Members            +1 
       Reinstatement             +0 
       Deaths              -4  
       Joined Other Churches              0 
       Transferred to Inactive Roll        -7 

 
      Membership 2018                        60 
       Male Members    17 
       Female Members    43 
       Total Membership              60 
 

Age Distribution 
       Less than 20    2  
       20-40     6  
       40-60   12  
       60 and above 40  
       Total              60   

 
      Baptisms 
         Child   0 
       Adult   0 

 
Our new member by transfer is Joseph Asiamah. 

 
In Memoriam “For all the saints from whom their labors rest.” 

 
    Shirley Ferri   January 19, 2019 
    Sarellen Hogan  April 28, 2019 
    Helen Miller   May 13, 2019 
    DeWitt LaMaire  June 11, 2019 
 

 
Submitted by Gwyn Gronlund, Clerk of Session 
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BOARD OF DEACONS/USHERS 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 
 

We currently have assigned one usher every Sunday, the usher is responsible for bringing bread if it is 
a Communion service.  We just ask that any other ushers in attendance help during offering and 
communion and this continues to work well.  Lynn Lampariello, our corresponding secretary, 
continues to send notes and cards on behalf of WAPC to people in our Church who are ill or, are 
suffering.  
 
This past year we again honored our Mothers with carnations, on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day was 
made special with coffee hour bagels. Palm Sunday was celebrated with special palms again this year.  
 
Having added the responsibility of preparing Communion on the Sundays it is being served is working 
well and we have now added Gluten Free wafers to each communion. We continue to work on 
keeping WAPC green by recycling used bulletins and reusing some of the inserts that will be 
applicable for more than one week.  
 
Shawn Reynoso will be stepping away from an active role as Usher, but can be called upon in 
emergencies/holidays.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Shawn Reynoso 
Usher chairperson 

 
PASTORAL CARE/HOME COMMUNION/VISITATION 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

Pastor Madelynne Lindsey has made many home and hospital visits and taken Communion to those at 
home, in rehab and long term care, usually accompanied by an elder.  Her visits and prayers are 
greatly appreciated.  The visits provide the opportunity to share worship with our “Friends at Home” 
and to keep them connected with WAPC.  The following members have received Home Communion 
during 2019:  Margaret Herman-Angely, Estelle and Betsi Kennedy, Beverly Krausse, Robert Monteith, 
Gail Schmeisser and Fran Young. 
 

An elder accompanies Pastor Lindsey on Home Communion visits.  Jeff Bunnell, Gwyn Gronlund and 
Al Smith have served in this capacity during 2019.  Hospital, home, and rehab visits have been shared 
with Tim and Marilyn Cortright, Margaret Herman-Angely, Sarellen Hogan, Estelle and Betsi Kennedy, 
Beverly Krausse, Dewitt LaMaire, Betty Miksa, Helen Miller, Robert Monteith, Jim Roselli, and Gail 
Schmeisser.   
 

The Pastoral Care Committee also helps Greta to update the weekly prayer list.  Please let Gwyn, 
Greta or Pastor Lindsey know if you would like to be on the prayer list or have a loved one in need of 
prayers.  Please remember that our Friends at Home appreciate phone calls and cards as well as visits! 
 
  

Gwyn Gronlund, Elder  
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HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 
 

The Hospitality Committee planned, organized, and provided & served refreshments  
on many occasions throughout the year. 

 
These included:  

March 2 – The Elizabeth Presbytery 684th Stated Meeting 

March 10 – Special Coffee Hour in honor of new member Joseph Asiamah 

April 7 – Spring Fling Potluck Luncheon (AKA Celebration/Farewell for Tom & Dianne Ledder) 

May 12 – Mother’s Day Hat Extravaganza 

October 13 – Scouting Sunday Special Coffee Hour 

October 20 – CROP Walk Sunday Refreshments 

November 10 – Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Sunday Special Coffee Hour 

December 15 – Live Nativity – Refreshment Table Outdoors 

December 22 – Nativity Play Sunday Special Coffee Hour 

 

Also, a Keurig Coffee system and an electric teapot were purchased in 2019. These have aided greatly 
in more efficient coffee hour set-ups, and have eliminated undue waste of coffee and water. 
 
In closing, I would like to once again tender my sincerest thanks & appreciation to Peg Bunnell & Faye 
Steinau for their continuing creativity, dedication, time, & work as the WAPC Hospitality Committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Lampariello, Hospitality Elder    
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HEARTS, HANDS & STITCHES, THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 
 

The prayer shawl ministry of WAPC has completed its ninth year of service and fellowship.  Prayer 
shawls have been given to friends, family, church members and strangers of all ages, at times of 
joyous celebration and deep sorrow.   
 
During 2019, we were blessed to be able to provide prayer shawls and scarves to over a dozen 
recipients.  Most were given for comfort for illness or bereavement.  Members also crafted several 
chemo caps for cancer patients and purple hats for babies for awareness of shaken baby syndrome. 
 
This year we made several dozen prayer squares, small knitted squares with a cross design and a 
poem attached, to share with visitors or anyone who needs a prayer or a reminder of God’s presence. 
 
We thank all those who have supported us, through prayer or donations of yarn or funds to buy yarn.  
 
I am happy to report that Fran Young is in remission from cancer and joining our meetings every 
month.  We still miss Pat Roselli every time we gather.  
 
Heart, Hands & Stitches currently has 7 active members.  We meet in homes on the second Tuesday 
evening of each month (except December) and find that stitching in community is a relaxing, peaceful 
and spiritual antidote to the busyness of our daily lives.  At our meetings, we plan our projects, teach 
and encourage each other, and share a time of quiet, prayerful stitching.   
 
Four of our members attended the Advent Prayer Shawl Retreat at St. Charles Borromeo in Skillman 
in December.  The retreat brings us an opportunity to network with other prayer shawl ministries and 
to be inspired to new ways of service through shawls and charity knitting.  
 
We hope to plan a knit/crochet workshop for the spring, open to anyone who wants to learn to knit 
or crochet or to improve skills. 
 
We try to always have a few prayer shawls in reserve for unexpected needs.  If you know of someone 
who needs a shawl, or if you would like to join our ministry, please speak to a member.  Attendance 
at meetings is not required, although it is a blessing.  Please keep our ministry and members in your  
prayers. 
 
Gwyn Gronlund, coordinator 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 
 

Interment 
 

There were no interments this year. 
 

Garden Upkeep 
 

The Memorial Garden shrubbery was pruned in the fall by, David Eichinger, our sexton.  Volunteers, 
led by Alice Lester and aided by Gail Smith, weeded the garden in the summer months. David placed 
mulch throughout the garden.  The lawn area is mowed and fertilized on the same schedule as the 
church lawn.  
 

For Fund balance, please see the November/December Treasurer’s report, page 18  . 
 

 

 

 

LIVING MEMORIAL FUND 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

  

Please see the November/December Treasurer's report, page 18 ,  
for information regarding the fund balance. 

 

 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE  
ANNUAL REPORT—2019 

 

Our WAPC congregation generously supported many local, national and international missions, with 

their time, talents, and financial support.  

The CROP Walk took place in October, organized this year by Susan Durick, Lynn Lampariello and 

Gwyn Gronlund, after the retirement of Al Smith and Tom Ledder.  About 22 walkers participated, 

from 6 churches— Bethel Presbyterian, Holy Cross Episcopal, Middlesex Presbyterian, United 

Presbyterian, Trinity Reformed and WAPC.   Covenant United Methodist Church members manned a 

checkpoint. This year we added online donations, which totaled $670.00.  Cash and check donations 

are still coming in; so far totaling almost $3,000.  The funds go to Church World Service, with 25% to 

be returned locally.  We support Star-Fish of Plainfield and FISH of North Plainfield with the local 

share.  

Blanket Sunday is also a Church World Service mission.  Our members give generously each year.  This 

year $449 was donated by our congregation and forwarded to Church World Service.  One Great Hour 

of Sharing is also an annual mission request.  In 2019, $307 was donated by our members.  These 
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funds are divided among Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self 

Development of People. 

The Faith Garden was a major local project this year.  The Faith Garden is located at St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church, in a fenced area, where organic vegetables are grown to distribute to those in need 

in our community.  WAPC provides organically grown seeds.   Volunteers from St. Joseph’s and our 

WAPC helpers, Jeff Bunnell, Al Smith, and Gwyn Gronlund planted, weeded, watered and harvested. 

This year we had visits from “Garden Angels.”  A young father from Warren, named Mark Camilo, was 

interested in gardening and a family service project.  He brought his crew of energetic boys who 

demolished 4 wooden beds that had deteriorated over the years.  They were replaced with 4 new and 

larger planting beds.  He also arranged for a load of fresh soil to be delivered, distributed it to the 

beds, and planted a bed of assorted peppers.  That unexpected help really got the Faith Garden off to 

a fresh start! 

The best crops this year were green beans, cherry tomatoes and zucchini.  The yield of the garden was 

distributed in several ways.  Volunteers took produce to The Society of St. Vincent DePaul, which 

distributes food and clothing on Saturday mornings to those in need at the St. Joseph’s Parish Center 

at 99 Westervelt Avenue.  Produce was given to the WIC (Women, Infant, Children) participants who 

come to WAPC on Tuesdays.  

The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority once again planned, prepared and hosted the free Thanksgiving dinner for 

the community, using WAPC’s parish hall as their space.  Several WAPC members served as greeters. 

A new project this year is Operation Backpack.  WAPC took on the mission of providing weekend food 

for Middle School and High School students in need.  We began February 1st, 2019, providing bags of 

individually packaged food every Friday for 25 students identified by counselors and school nurses. 

The offering from the March Presbytery meeting hosted by WAPC was received for the project, as 

well as donations from the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority and other churches. Members have donated food, 

shopped, and bagged and delivered the bags.  This project is planned to be on-going through the 

school years.  You can help by donating food (according to the list in Visions), sorting on Sunday 

mornings, or delivering on Friday mornings. 

The Live Nativity was held again this year, as outreach to our local community.  Animals were brought 

to the church lawn, where onlookers could pet and feed them.  The stable was erected to provide the 

setting for children who dressed as the Holy Family and shepherds.  An abbreviated version of the 

Christmas story, from the animals’ viewpoint, was read to those assembled.  

WAPC had a table at the Fall Festival in front of the high school, where we displayed photos of events, 

handed out flyers, and told passers-by about our church. 

Gwyn Gronlund and Joel Stambaugh 

Mission/Outreach Co-Chairs 
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MUSIC  

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

 The most apt description of 2019’s music ministry in review is “buffering year”. I use the word 

“buffer” as means of referring to the fact that ideas, music, and personal administrative work has 

been done with the impending year of 2020 in mind. Notable actions in this regard include utilization 

of the music budget to purchase a few new choral pieces to be used as anthems for both major 

holidays of Christmas and Easter, respectively, as well other music for any occasion or normal Sunday 

that will appropriately contribute to the eclectic variety already present in our music library. 

Christmas 2019 saw the much-welcomed return of Roland Washington as a featured guest musician 

for the last 2 services of the month, as well as Christmas Eve. I can also confidently say that the 

musicianship displayed by choir members Bob Goellner, Julia Lake, and Ellen Lake, has resulted in a 

very well-balanced sound. Between them and myself as director, the dynamic both interpersonally 

and musically has grown steadily, and afforded us the ability to learn new pieces of music well, and in 

a shorter period of time. 2019 also has marked the return, twice a month, of a more regulated hand-

bell choir performance which, coordinated with Alice Lester, has seen good success due to 

incorporation of standard hymns (with their related harmonies being designated and delegated 

among the 4 handbell members) being quickly arranged with piano accompaniment to provide a 

unique satisfying blend that works well for each Sunday service. 

 

Blessings, 

Quinn DeGeneste 

Minister of Music  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN WATCHUNG AVENUE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

 Presbyterian Women in the Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church is the local extension of 

Presbyterian Women, an international organization of women who have committed ourselves to 

nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to 

work for justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom. 

 

 We women lead busy lives with many responsibilities, yet we find time and energy to devote to 

the work of our church.  We raised funds through the Cookie Walk and Easter Plants Sale.  With these 

monies and individual donations, PW was able to support the mission work of Church World Service 

(CWS) through CROP.   We also donated money to WAPC’s Fund for Forty. 

 

 The women of the church send cards and visit our Friends at Home, deliver sanctuary flowers, 

help keep our kitchen stocked and help with Coffee Hour on Sundays.  There were no PW programs 

held in 2019.   Busy as we are though, we still find time to meet as the Friendship Circle for prayer, 

support, and fun.  I encourage all women to see what we are doing and learning and to grow through 

participation in Presbyterian Women. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Peggy Bunnell 

Recording Secretary 
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Media / Tech Ministry  

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

The goal of our “Media Ministry” is to enhance our Worship Service by providing clear and intelligible 
sound, visuals of lyrics & scriptures, video & photography that when all brought together in our 
Sanctuary, delivers a “Positive Worship Experience” for our attendees. 
 

Watch, Read or Listen. 
 
We continue to stream the Worship Service to those that could not attend in person but could join us 
remotely via computer, smart phone or any other Internet capable device.  We continue to add to our 
archive of Worship Services that includes studio quality audio of the Sermon, a PDF document of the 
sermon text and a link to a video of the entire Worship Service.  So, for members that could not 
attend, this will be a welcome addition to our church outreach services.  It will also give prospective 
members a wonderful opportunity to see the life of the church. 
 
Accomplishments this year: 
 
.  Williams Assisted Listening System installed.  This system provides support for the hearing 
impaired.  The system includes a transmitter, 4 receivers and 4 earpieces.  These simple to use devices 
are roughly the size of a deck of cards.  Each receiver is a personal audio amplifier which boosts the 
audio level for the listener.  Each receiver’s sound level can be adjusted to the listener’s needs. When 
installed, the system was configured to enhance the “spoken word” portion of the received audio 
spectrum.  
 
.  Enhanced color stage lighting for the sanctuary.  For our Christmas Eve service, we first utilized the 
new equipment to add color lighting during the service.  A 1000 Watt Led stage spot has been 
installed above the Sanctuary to focus a spotlight (variable sized) on the actors for the event.  The 
entire system consists of 4 RGB stage lights, 1 stage spotlight, 1 RGB color bar and a lighting control 
panel.  RGB stands for Red, Green & Blue which gives you the ability to select any color to be 
illuminated.  The 4 stage lights are portable and can be located anywhere that you want to use accent 
lighting.  The spot is located upstairs, and the RGB LED bar is set behind the choir chairs to cast a wall 
of color behind the organ.  Each of the lights are wirelessly controlled.  A lighting control panel allows 
for the light intensity and color to be changed individually or as a group. 
 
.  Additional microphones (2) were installed.  One microphone to pick up the handbells.  This mic is 
placed on the table used when the Bell Choir plays.  Its placed in the center of the table and its wide 
pickup arc (boundary) ensures all the bells are heard equally well.  The second is a vocal microphone 
for the choir director.  These microphones are integrated into our audio system and can now be heard 
by those who watch our streamed Worship Service. 
 
I sincerely hope that our Media Ministry has made a “Positive Worship Experience” for everyone. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Roselli  
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NOVEMBER /DECEMBER COMBINED TREASURER’S  
REPORT 2019 

(including building operations info.) 
 
 

 The bank account balance at the end of November was $66,753.55 and the balance at the end 
of December was $72,431.03.  The balance a/o 1/10/2020 was $73,972.86.  According to the 
bank statement, our total deposits and credits for November equaled $15,769.07 and for 
December equaled $18,551.25.  Our total withdrawals, debits and checks equaled $13,775.54 
for November and equaled $12,873.77 for December. 

 

 Total income at the end of November was $8,735.50 and at the end of December was 
$18,494.25.  The monthly money transfer of $3,000.00 for November was made on November 
1st and for December was made on November 29th. 

 

 The Barack Obama Green Charter High School broke a window in the Parish Hall and it was 
replaced by the Gorkin Glass Company for $385.00 but we're still waiting for the 
reimbursement.  The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority sponsored Thanksgiving Community Dinner had a 
good turnout.  The Amway group, the Sunday AA group, the Cordorva dance troupe, MBI (2nd 
Spanish speaking church), Zumba, Boy Scouts, and WIC continue to rent as usual per their 
leasing agreements. 

 

  The Ministerio Vida Nueva Internacional (aka New Life Congregation) continues to schedule 
special meetings, events, gatherings, celebrations, and fund raisers in addition to their 
regularly contracted days. They truly consider WAPC as their church home. 

 

 The Career & Life Transitions Center for Women,(CLTC), Somerset location, part of the 
NORWESCAP organization, are confirmed to start their program using  the conference room 
and the large classroom by late January 2020.  They have plans to paint, hang curtains, place 
throw carpets/rugs, hang pictures and all to make the classroom more comfortable and 
welcoming. The conference room will be they administrative office and the classes will be held 
in the large classroom across the hall. 

 

 Total operating expense at the end of November was $11,808.03 and for December was 
$12,121.69.   For the month of December the difference of $6,372.56 between income and 
expenses was mainly due to membership fulfilling their pledged 2019 contributions for the 
year's end, paying their per capita for the year's end, Christmas contributions, and an increase 
in building usage from birthday parties and baby showers. 
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Liability Accounts of note at the end of November & December:  
(** indicates no change from October report) 

 

 The New Hope initiative account has a balance of $783.81 ** 

 The Memorial Fund balance is $6,464.71**  

 The Memorial Garden fund balance is $3,443.07** 

 Deacon’s fund balance is $1,719.35 (a/o Dec. 31). 

 Montieth Fund is at $0.** 

 The $40k Drive ended in December with a balance of $17,085.81. 

 Community Service Fair balance is $2,085.48** 

 OGHS balance is 0.  

 Blanket Sunday balance is 0.  

 Back pack Program (aka N.P. Mission in church accounting software) balance is $1441.66 (a/o 

 Dec. 31).  The following members were reimbursed for Back Pack supplies during the period 

 from  March 2019 -  Nov. 2019:   Gwyn Gronlund - $521.11 and Peggy Bunnell - $297.23 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

Our Stewardship drive for 2019 resulted in 33 pledges of 56,500. We budgeted for $58,000 but the 

actual income came in at $64,370 or $6,370 more than we had budgeted for last year.  
 

For 2020, we received pledges for just under $44,000 from 16 pledge units. This is about $12,000 less 

than the pledge campaign raised last year. We still have members who do not give a pledge 

commitment. We continue to urge all members to give us some indication of their intended giving by 

participating in our annual Pledge Campaign. 
 

Per Capita – As many members know, WAPC pays a per capita to the Presbytery for every member of 

the church. For 2019, the per capita was $43.50 and for 2020 the per capita is $45.00 per member. 

For those who pledge, there is a blue envelope in their box of envelopes for this purpose. We ask that 

all members pay their per capita, even members that do not make a pledge so that that it does not 

fall to the church to pay it. We believe that many members do not participate because they do not 

know about it or they do not know the amount. This year we will be making an effort to better inform 

the congregation in hopes that we have better participation. 
 

Thank you for your support of the Stewardship Campaign. 
 

Regards, 

Joel Stambaugh, Stewardship Elder 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 
 
 

INTERIOR  
 

 SANCTUARY-  

 I.  There were repairs needed to be done in the sanctuary and narthex area of the church.   

 These repairs, described below, were primarily due to water leakage and damage. 

 

  1- Due to leakage in the Pastor's bathroom, into the ceiling on the side of the sanctuary  

  near the lounge, a fire alarm sensor was replaced by our security company,   

  Complete Security Systems, Inc., the leaks were stopped and parts replaced by Joe  

  Dame Plumbing, and the ceiling re-plastered by our sexton all at a cost of $190.00. 

 

  2-  Due to inadequate drainage from old gutters and improper water runoff, the walls  

  and ceiling going up the stairs to the library side of the sanctuary were repaired and  

  refinished by a company called Specialty Plaster, LLC at a cost of $2500.00. 

 

 II.  The desire to have an air conditioning system installed in the sanctuary (and possibly the  

  Parish  Hall too) for those hot summer days was researched by Elder Jim Roselli.  It was  

  determined that a large amount of structural changes would be needed to support a  

  central system and cost the church an extreme amount of money.  So as a result, the  

  idea was tabled for the time being. 

 

 III.  Elder Jim Roselli will be researching a way to upgrade the lighting in the sanctuary. 

 
 

 PARISH HALL- 

 I.  Another window was broken during the charter school's Phys. Ed. classes.   It was replaced  

  by Gorkin Glass Co., at a cost of $385.00 and the cost was reimbursed by the charter  

  school . 

 

 BASEMENT- 

 I.  Joshua's Closet started moving out of the basement in April so that the church could prepare 

  for the upcoming mold remediation project.  This project became necessary because of  

  the improper water runoff from the roof that seeped down into the soil and into the  

  building foundation instead of flowing away from the building.  There are still remnants  

  of the items donated to Joshua's Closet that need to be removed. 
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 II.  Elder Bob Goellner is investigating/interviewing companies to do the mold remediation job  

  and may have a potential company to do the work. 

 

EXTERIOR 

 

 I.  The roof replacement project for the sanctuary and the parish hall roofs was   

  completed by Direct Call Construction at a cost of $23,250.00.  Due to continual wet and 

  cold weather conditions the project took approximately 10 months to complete.   The  

  flat roofs over the kitchen and on the side of the building near the ramp entrance  

  still need to be repaired and/or replaced because of continual leaks into the kitchen.  

  (As this report was being written,  Direct Call Construction was repairing the flat roofs  

  during the week  of Jan. 20, 2020, at a cost of $50,000.)  

 

 II.  The handicapped railing that was damaged during the initial roof project was replaced  

  through a connection with a member from the Spanish speaking church that rents with  

  us, Ministerio Vida Nueva Internacional.   The company who did the work was RMS  

  Landscaping and Railings at a cost of $2,256.00. 

 

 III.  Since we no longer use Lawn Doctor to maintain the church lawn, our sexton, David E., has  

  been seeding, weeding and applying mulch when needed in addition to mowing the  

  lawn and trimming of the shrubbery.  Members of the congregation took part in a yard  

  clean-up day in June.  David E., removed the wooden posts Y After School Program sign  

  from the lawn outside the Parish Hall doors and repaired the holes in the lawn. 

 

 

 

Compiled from Session Minutes and Highlights by 

Greta Martin-Worthy 
Office Administrator/Treasurer 
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WAPC INVESTMENT ACCOUNT REPORTS 2019 
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MONTHLY INCOME AND EXPENSE 2019 
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