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"Who Is This King of Glory?" 
 

LUKE 19:28-40 

Today we look upon this man Jesus, riding into Jerusalem, and we ask, 
"Who Is This King of Glory?" Well, by Palm Sunday, Jesus seemed to be quite 
the candidate for a king.  He was very popular, especially in the northern region 
of Galilee where he had spent so much of his teaching and healing ministry. 

Many of those Galileans had traveled south to celebrate the Passover 
in Jerusalem, so even more supporters were present who knew him and 
thought highly of him. 

Add to that the fact that one week earlier, Jesus raised Lazarus from 
the dead, an event to which the whole world seemed to take notice. So, 
Jesus looked like an excellent candidate to be King, the Son of David. 

But nothing could be further from the truth. Jesus wasn't a 
candidate. He wasn't trying to make a run at the throne. He was the King. 
He had the throne. 

Luke shows us the King through something only the disciples probably 
observed. Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the 
village ahead of you, and at once you will find a colt tied there that 
has never been ridden. 

Untie it and bring it here. 3 If someone asks you why you are 
untying it, tell him that the Master needs it." 

What a strange way to get a donkey. Couldn’t Jesus have just said, 
"Let's walk over here", found a donkey himself and jumped on it without 
saying anything more?  That would still have fulfilled the prophecy! But 
instead, Jesus gave testimony to his disciples and to us about himself. 

It's a reminder that he's not just a candidate, but the King of kings. 
The man these disciples followed knew everything. Jesus knew where the 
colt was, that it was tied up and not running around behind a fence. 

He knew someone would stop and ask them what they were doing. 
And he knew that person would not object, because "the Lord needs it." "A 
colt no one has ever yet sat on. And the Lord has need of it. Hmm... 
. Speaking of a donkey, let me tell you about a joke I heard: 
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A man bought a donkey from a preacher. The preacher told the man 
that this donkey had been trained in a very unique way. The only way to 
make the donkey go, was to say, "Hallelujah!" The only way to make the 
donkey stop, was to say, "Amen!" 

The man was pleased with his purchase and immediately got on the 
animal to try out the preacher's instructions. "Hallelujah!" shouted the man. 
The donkey began to trot. "Amen !" shouted the man. The donkey stopped 
immediately. "This is great!" said the man. With a "Hallelujah," he rode 
off very proud of his new purchase. 

 
The man traveled for a long time through some mountains. Soon he 

was heading toward a cliff. He could not remember the word to make the 
donkey stop. "Stop," said the man. "Halt!" he cried. The donkey just 
kept going. 

 
"Oh, no... Bible!....Church! ... Please Stop!!" shouted the man. The 

donkey just began to trot faster. He was getting closer and closer to the cliff 
edge. Finally, in desperation, the man said a prayer. "Please, dear Lord. 
Please make this donkey stop before I go off the end of this mountain, In 
Jesus name, AMEN." 

The donkey came to an abrupt stop just one step from the edge of the 
cliff. "HALLELUJAH!", shouted the man. And off the cliff the donkey went. 

So the Luke's message is clear - "Behold, your King!" who spoke of 
things no mere human could possibly know about and yet it all turned out 
just as he said. 

And if that weren't enough, Jesus at the same time fulfilled something 
else he had spoken through Zechariah 500 years earlier: "Say to the 
Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey."' 

By riding in on a colt, Jesus made a big statement that he was the 
promised Messiah, though no one made the connection at the time. But 
later, the Holy Spirit would remind the disciples of these things. 

We can learn some things about ourselves by looking at this donkey, 
upon which the Lord made His Triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  God is looking 
for people who will flow with His plans and purposes. He is searching for 
people who will make His purposes a priority. 
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He is looking for people He can use, who submit under His aut horit y 
and become useful for the Kingdom. And believe it or not, we can learn, and 
take our cue, from this donkey in our text. 

The plan all along was for this Jesus to ride in glory into Jerusalem, 
and his glory, God's glory, would be seen and shown and brought to 
fulfillment precisely in Jesus going to the cross. 

The cross and tomb are part of the plan-indeed, the heart of God's 
plan, his plan for you! Who is this King of glory? He is the King who suffers 
and dies for you. 

 
They wanted an instant kingdom, and he offered them an eternal 

kingdom? The crowds wanted entertainment not enrichment.  They saw the 
demands of his kingdom and they were not willing to change their lives, 
much less their lifestyle for him? 

 
Strange king, indeed. On Sunday he rides in triumph on the Way of 

Glory. On Friday he staggers, condemned, on the Way of Sorrows, the way of 
the cross and darkness and degradation. Who is this King of glory? 

The same crowd that cried "Hosanna" on the first day of the week 
cried "Crucify him!" at the end of the week. The world today would just as 
soon forget about this King, this puzzling man, Jesus. They want to put him 
on the shelf, push him out of sight, out of mind, and get on with their lives- 
their busy, distracted, no-need-for-God lives. 

Instead of cheering crowds-or hostile crowds, now there are just busy 
crowds, bustling crowds, too-busy-to-be-bothered and too-bored-to-care crowds. 
What an empty-headed lot we have become! 

Overloaded with information but starved for wisdom. All too busy, and 
yet filling our lives with nothing. Junk food for the mind. Junk food for the 
soul. No time or need for this man Jesus. Who is this King of glory? " Don't 
bother me, I don't want to know." 

Ah, poor Jesus! Poor, neglected, forgotten, obsolete Jesus! Shed a tear 
of nostalgia for those days of yesteryear, when religion was import ant and 
people cared about Jesus. Shed a tear, and then let me get back to my I- 
Phone, I -Pod, I - Pad- I, I,  I. What fools we have become! No, do not shed a 
tear for Jesus. Jesus would tell our pop culture: Shed a tear for yourselves! 
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Weep and mourn, and let your laughter turn to lament! Do you think 
you will escape judgment, you who have no need for God's mercy and his 
Messiah? How will you escape? When death intrudes, when cancer comes 
calling, when judgment comes crashing down, how will you stand? 

What will be your support to lean on, to enable you to  stand iry the day 
of God's judgment? Will it be your inherent goodness? Your pleasing 
personality? Don't kid yourself. Those supports are all too flimsy. They will 
collapse and crumble. You need some stronger stuff than that. 

As for me, the support I will lean on in the Day of Judgment is the 
cross of Christ my Savior. He is my only hope-and your only hope, also. And 
that's the only hope and support you need, is this one with which God 
supplies you. 

And the Lord God looks down on this folly and says of all those who 
would trust in themselves, "Where are their gods, the rock in which they 
took refuge?" 

No, only God, the true God, can deliver us. Who is this King of glory? 
The psalmist tells us: "The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in 
battle!" "Who is this King of glory? 

The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory!" Yes, only God can deliver 
us. An that is why he sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to do the job we couldn't 
do. 

The holy Son of God, true God from eternity, born of the virgin Mary- 
this Jesus, God in the flesh, Jesus, the God-man Savior- he is the King of 
glory who saves us from sin and death. 

Dear friends, cling to him in faith, lean upon his cross as your only 
support, and you will be strong to stand in the day of trouble. In Christ, for 
us the Day of Judgment becomes the day of our salvation. 

And, if you can pardon a premature Hallelujah . . . Hallelujah! Praise 
the Lord! Thank God for his mercy in Christ! Who is the King of glory? He is 
Jesus Christ, your Savior and your King! "Blessed is the King who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" Amen! 

Let us pray: Almighty and ever living God, in your tender love towards us 
you sent your Son to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 
cross. Grant that we may follow the example of his great humility and share 
in his glorious resurrection who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. Amen. 


