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Pastor Madelynne Lindsey 

November 25, 2018 

Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday – John 18:33-37 

 
Let us pray: Creator and maker of us all - bless the words of my lips and the 
meditations of our hearts – grow in us and show us your ways and inspire us 
to live by your truth.  Amen 

 This is the Last Sunday of Pentecost and is also known as Christ the 
King or the Reign of Christ Sunday. Christ the King Sunday is about the 
Lordship of Christ. In the words of the Revelation to John, he is the “ruler of 
the kings of the earth.”  

 If any of you are searching for job security, don't become a king or a 
queen. Although Queen Elizabeth of England is paid millions of dollars a year 
and has been a monarch for more than 50 years, she is an exception.  

 Looking back over history, some historians estimate that the average 
length of a reign for a queen or a king is only 3½ to 4 years. And for the 
most part, royalty has had a violent, murderous history throughout the 
centuries. 

 Ironically, from the earliest days of the infant, the crucified and risen 
Jesus of Nazareth was given the title "King of Kings." In Luke's Gospel, Jesus 
is pictured as a king even before he was born.  

 When the angel Gabriel informs Mary that she will bear a son named 
Jesus, he adds, "…the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." (Luke 1:32-33) 

 Later, the three Magi ask, "Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews?" (Matthew 2:2). In Mark's Gospel, the oldest of the four gospels, 
Jesus begins his public ministry by stating that "the time is fulfilled and the 
kingdom of God has come near." (1:15) The very core of Jesus' message is 
the coming of the kingdom of God. 

 As Jesus enters Jerusalem for the last time, the people gather in the 
streets and see him as the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecy of 
Zechariah: "Behold your king is coming." (Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 21:5, 
John 12:15)  

 The crowds shout with reckless abandon, "Blessed be the king who 
comes in the name of the Lord!" (Luke 19:38) Jesus purposely enters the 
city signaling a different kind of kingship.  
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 He insists on entering Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, a sign of 
reconciliation and peace. And then as the events unfold in Jerusalem, 
leading up to Jesus' horrific and torturous crucifixion, He is either hailed or 
mocked as a king.  

 In the final hours of Jesus' life on earth, we witness his famous 
interrogation by Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. The interrogation is 
classic: 

 "Are you the king of the Jews?" Pilate asks Jesus. Jesus answers with a 
counter question, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 
me?" 

 In John's Gospel, Pilate seems to be the one being interrogated and on 
trial. Pilate pushes: "What have you done?" Jesus replies: "My kingdom is 
not from this world.  

 If my kingdom were of this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Judeans. But as it is, my kingdom is 
not from here." 

 Pilate must have been both confused and infuriated! True, Jesus and 
his followers did not seem a threat to the Roman Empire. But who is in 
control here? 

 Again, Pilate pushes his questioning, probably thinking that he has 
Jesus trapped in his words: "So, you are a king?" Jesus answered: "You say 
that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to 
testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 

 It must have been obvious to Pilate that either Jesus of Nazareth was 
crazy, or He, Jesus, was unlike any king he had ever known. The truth is 
that Jesus was and is to this day a unique king, who reigns over a unique 
kingdom. 

 First, Jesus is the servant king. Jesus was not and is not a king who 
rules through raw power, greed and manipulation at the expense of others. 
He did not recruit any army to dominate the minds and hearts of people by 
force. He lived and modeled a far different style of leadership in life among 
His people. 

 Jesus' reign as king is revealed in humility, self-emptying and service 
to others. According to the world's standards, Jesus is a very strange king, 
one who serves, heals, and uplifts His followers. 

 Second, and amazingly, Jesus is the servant king with scars. Charles 
Colson, former legal counsel to Richard Nixon and later founder of the 
Christian Prison Fellowship, says it like this:  
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 "All the kings and queens I have known in history sent their people out 
to die for them. I only know one king who decided to die for his people." 

 In a reading from the Celtic Daily Prayer, there is this simple but 
profound question and answer:  

 "Question: What are the only human-made things in heaven? Answer: 
The wounds in the hands, feet and side of Christ." 

 One of the most fascinating facts about the New Testament story of 
Jesus is that after his resurrection he is revealed with his scars. When his 
disciples doubt who he is, he shows them the scars in his hands, feet, and 
side.  

 Those scars are five signs of the most compelling love the world has 
ever known-complete, self-emptying, utter love for all of us. In other words, 
God the Father chooses to reveal Jesus in a perfect, resurrected body with 
the healed, gruesome wounds from the crucifixion. To this day, we still know 
Jesus by his scars. 

 For the stunned and frightened disciples and now for us, we remember 
how his wounds and sacrifice have forever transformed that hideous and 
torturous method of capital punishment, the cross.  

 Since this is the Last Sunday of Pentecost, it is also a Sunday when we 
can reflect upon the last year. How well have we lived as disciples of Christ? 
How well have we proclaimed the Gospel to all with whom we come into 
contact?  

 Have we fed the hungry, clothed the naked, tended the sick or visited 
those in prison? Or have we been so wrapped up in our own needs and 
wants – and ways in which we feel we are victims that our world has become 
smaller and smaller.  

 As human beings, we are not going to get everything right every time. 
We are not always going to see the truth clearly. We are not always going to 
know how to respond once we do determine the truth. We can look to Jesus 
for guidance. Get up. Get out. Find ways to be of service to others.  

 Sundays like today are times to reflect upon the past year. When we 
did well, celebrate. When we didn’t do so well, look and see how we might 
do better the next time.  

 When our focus turned inward instead of outward, be alert to the next 
time we’re tempted to hold a pity party because life isn’t exactly how we 
wish it might be. What is truth, Pilate asks Jesus. “I am the way, the truth 
and the life”, Jesus responds.  
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 Testimony is life in action. The ministry of Jesus – of Christ the King- 
wasn’t about sitting around a table and talking. His whole ministry was full of 
action. He got out among the people and found out what their needs were.  

 Jesus led people to articulate their needs and then to act on them: 
“Get up and walk.” Jesus calls us to action: Feed the hungry; clothe the 
naked; tend the sick; visit those in prison.  

 Look to the life of Jesus – to what he said and what he did -to know 
what the way and the truth is. Get up. Get out into the world. Serve others. 
What you do and what you say is your testimony to the love of God for you 
and for me and for all.  

 Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord. We come here for solace 
and for strength, but we do not stay here. We can go forth because we have 
been refreshed with the body and blood of Jesus Christ. A reminder that the 
last words of David- that God has made an everlasting covenant with us- are 
still true.  

 Christ is with us, but we must keep our focus on Jesus. Our call in this 
time and place is to testify to the light. To live a life that witnesses to what is 
possible when we love God and we love one another.  

 As Christians, every time we witness a baptism, receive the Lord's 
Supper, wear a cross, celebrate the resurrection of a dear one at a funeral 
service, we remember his scars and the hope that they bring us. 

 Paul writes in 2 Corinthians, "We always carry in our body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body." 

 Jesus lays down his life, and the power comes to him as a gift from 
God -- he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, Paul writes, 
therefore God has highly exalted him. The self-emptying life of Jesus is a life 
given for others. 

 Christ the King is the moment toward which the whole Christian story 
has been moving -- the adoration of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. And yet in our 
end is our beginning.  

 Next Sunday we will begin the journey of waiting and preparing for the 
fulfillment of God’s promise, the miraculous gift at Bethlehem. With the 
seekers who went to find him, and with those who stand at the great 
judgment, the kingdom is surely coming, but always comes in ways that 
startle and surprise us. As we hear in “Amahl and the Night Visitors” by Gian 
Carlo Menotti: 
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“The child we seek doesn’t need our gold 
On love, love alone he will build his kingdom 
His pierced hand will hold no scepter 
His haloed head will wear no crown 
His might will not be built on your toil 
Swifter than lightning He will soon walk among us. 
He will bring new life and receive our death, 
And the keys to his city belong to the poor.” 

 You see, my friends, Jesus is the servant king with scars. Jesus is 
alive. He is alive now for us and for all human beings. He is alive, scars and 
all! Amen. 

Let us pray. Living Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, we celebrate and 
praise you for being our unique servant leader and especially for your scars, 
as a sign that we are loved from here to eternity by the Father, Holy Spirit, 
and you beyond anything that we can imagine.  
 

 


