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November 24, 2019 

WHO IS KING? – LUKE 23:33-43 

Let us pray: O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that 
love you, bless the words of my lips and the meditations of our hearts 
breathe into us.  We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 When I was growing up, my father made it very clear that he was the 
king of the castle.  And when I got out of line, my father did not waste any 
time letting me know it. 

 So, if you had asked me who is king at that time, I would declare it 
was my daddy.  Later, my ex-husband tried to forcibly convince me that he 
was king, but quickly realized that him being king did not agree with me, 
which resulted in a very brief marriage. 

 Now if you ask someone else, they might say it was Elvis.  Who is king 
today? Some might say Lebron James, the basketball star, is king.  They call 
him King James. Some Catholics regard the Pope as a King.  

 What do you think? What kind of leader do we need? That is exactly 
the question we are faced with on Christ the King Sunday. This is the last 
Sunday of the church year. Next Sunday the church year begins again with 
the season of Advent as we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  

 But on this Sunday, we look to the end of time when Christ will come 
again to bring peace and justice to our world. And the question is- What kind 
of a king do we have? What kind of a king do we need?  

 We come to worship on this festival Sunday and sing a great hymn like 
Crown Him with Many Crowns. But then we hear a reading from the Gospel 
of Luke where Jesus is dying on the cross. What’s up with that? That doesn’t 
sound like any king I’ve ever heard of. 

 Does king and royal language even apply anymore? What does it even 
man to be king? Based on culture, being king seems to mean being the one 
with the most fame and the one we can’t stop talking about. 

 I don’t know about you, but I almost never hear people talking about 
Jesus Christ as king. Really? Perhaps we are so far removed from castles 
and crusades, kings and cloaks that we have forgotten what it means for 
someone to be king. 

 It’s about who is king for you and your life. So maybe this Sunday just 
needs to be renamed. How about Christ our President Sunday? Christ our 
Commander in Chief Sunday. Jesus is my boss Sunday. Jesus is my coach. 
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 That’s what it means to say Jesus is my king. He is the one with full 
authority in my life. He is my ruler. So, maybe for you a king is a political 
event. A political rally. 

 Maybe you are one who likes your politics and your religion on 
separate plates. Contrary to popular opinion, they go together like turkey 
and stuffing. Because Jesus was political. So, how do we make sense of 
Jesus as King when Pilate declares him King of the Jews? 

 First, by the world’s standards, Jesus does not make a very convincing 
king. He is born in a barn and sleeps in a cattle ditch. His family has no 
wealth and no prestige. 

 His hometown of Nazareth is considered so unimportant it prompts 
one Biblical writer to proclaim, “What good can come out of Nazareth?” 
Jesus does not act, dress, or resemble any kind of king. Kings are not poor. 
Kings do not associate with beggars and sick people. Kings do not run 
around the country with a tax collector and a bunch of fishermen. 

 Jesus, by any stretch of the imagination does not act like any king the 
world has known. And for good reason. The gospel story of Jesus Christ is 
not the making of a King, but it is the coming of a Kingdom. 

 And for us to call Jesus King is a political statement. It is to say that 
Jesus has number one authority in my life. No one else. Just Jesus. Which 
means anyone who has power and authority should be nervous. 

 Especially today. The United States government should be 
investigating churches for treason because as Christians, we do not pledge 
allegiance to a flag, we pledge allegiance to Jesus. 

 Christ the King. It is a political statement today and it was a political 
statement back when Jesus was alive. Luke tells us that Jesus was crucified 
between two thieves. One cursed Jesus and the other called him a king.  

 Tradition says his name was Dysmas, the thief crucified on Jesus’ right 
side. His dying confession is one of the greatest statements of faith in all of 
Scripture. “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”  

 Here they both were, hanging on crosses, just a few hours from death. 
By the world’s standards they were losers. What kind of king hangs on a 
cross? And yet Dysmas, suffering himself violent pain, was able to see 
beyond his circumstances and call Jesus a king.  

 The thief on Jesus’ left couldn’t do that. The irony is that that Dysmas 
was right. The crucifixion was Jesus’ coronation, the cross was his throne.  
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 This is how Jesus would rule the world, not through coercion, threat 
and violence, but through suffering, redemptive love and forgiveness. 
“Father forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”  

 Jesus doesn’t hang there and threaten to throw us into hell for our 
sins. He offers us forgiveness and love. He doesn’t respond to violence with 
more violence. He changes our hearts with love and forgiveness. 

 Philip Yancy tells of a conversation that he once had with an immigrant 
rabbi.  “Before coming to America,” the rabbi said, “I had to forgive Adolf 
Hitler.  “Why?” Yancy asked.  “I did not want to bring Hitler inside me to my 
new country.” The rabbi got it right. 

         In Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, Jean Valjean has served nineteen long 
years for the crime of stealing bread.  In prison he becomes a hardened 
convict.  No one can beat him up, no one can break his will.  Finally, out of 
jail, he must carry a convict card and so no innkeeper will lodge him.  He 
finally gains shelter from a kindly old bishop.  

         That night, ex-con Jean Valjean, gets up and ransacks the family 
silver closet and creeps off into the darkness.  Next morning, three 
policemen knock at the door with this ex-con and the stolen silver.  No doubt 
about it, this time he’ll do life. 

         “So here you are!” the Bishop says to Valjean.  “I’m delighted you’ve 
returned!  You forgot that I gave you the candlesticks too!  They’re worth 
200 francs.  Did you forget them?” The ex-con is scandalized by 
forgiveness.  

         “Oh no, officers.  This man’s no criminal,” the Bishop laughs, “he’s my 
guest.”  But no sooner have the police left than the old bishop leans up and 
whispers in the ex-con’s ear, “promise me that you’ll use the money to make 
yourself into an honest man.”  Forgiveness frees Valjean to become a new 
man. 

         Forgiveness is the quality of divine kingship that defies every human 
instinct for revenge and frees us to begin again.  One act of forgiveness pays 
forward through our lives one forgiving act after another.  One naked 
encounter with forgiveness—even before we repent—can melt the hardness.  

         Did Jesus say, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they 
are doing?”  Absolutely, incontestably, undeniably YES!  His whole kingly life 
was one long prayer of forgiveness.  So, you too, go and preach the gospel 
of forgiveness. 

 That’s what I call being a true Christian. But, in some countries, like 
some in the middle East, it is considered very dangerous to be a Christian; 
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even here in the US being a Christian can be dangerous. A while ago, a 
gunman killed several Oregon students because they confessed, they were 
Christians. 

 So, on Christ the King Sunday, we think about Jesus. All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to him, he says at the close of 
Matthew’s gospel. And Paul writing to the Philippians says: “Every knee shall 
bow, every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” (2:11) 

 To follow Jesus is to profess him as Lord. This is the basis Christian 
conviction and creed. To believe that he is Lord of all is to honor and glorify 
him, above all else, and above all other rulers and authorities. 

 He came upon this earth to establish the Kingdom of God. He spoke 
not of the love of power but the power of love. And he clearly gave his 
presence, his Spirit, his authority to his disciples, to spread his influence, his 
teachings, his goodness upon this earth until he comes again. 

 And so, on Christ the King Sunday, the readings from Scripture and 
the hymns associated with this day not only magnify the Lord, they call upon 
us to be a part of establishing the kingdom of God upon the earth. 

 Which means this risky stuff we are doing here. Christ gets the final 
say. And that puts all other people with power and authority at risk. Why? 
Because Jesus gets on his hand and knees and washes his disciple’s feet. 

 He spends every ounce caring for those whom he leads. He gives his 
life to bring life. Jesus gave Dysmas a great and precious promise. “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” There’s no waffling here, no 
maybes.  

 He doesn’t say to him, I sure hope you’ll be with me in Paradise. He 
doesn’t say, someday at the resurrection of the dead you’ll be with me in 
Paradise. No, Jesus said to him, “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 Jesus gives us that same precious promise. His grace extends to you 
and me. He will remember us in his kingdom. Today you will be with me in 
Paradise, because today with Jesus is a taste of heaven.  

 The hungry will eat the bread of life and the thirsty will drink living 
water. And when we follow our king and walk in his way, we will experience 
Paradise. 

 If we are doing the work of Jesus, we do it in the way of Jesus. He 
comes not in power but in love and forgiveness.  He comes not to enhance 
his own life but to give it away. Jesus doesn’t waiver.  



5 
 

 Jesus has already made his choice. Jesus has decided to love this 
world and the people in it. People like you and me. So, the love of Jesus is 
yours. You have it. The question becomes whether that love has any impact 
on our life or not. Does it matter? Will it impact us in anyway? 

 When we trust in God and believe that He will be faithful to us when 
we try to do what is right, then as Jesus says over and over again in the 
gospels, the Kingdom of God is not far from us-indeed it is at hand, it is over 
us and in us. 

 And so, leadership in the way of Jesus is always servant leadership. 
Why? Because any power that comes to us comes as a gift. Winston 
Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we make get; we make a life 
by what we give.” 

 Will we let it be a light in our life guiding us? Will Jesus be our king?  
Do you want one last look at King Jesus? Well, look up-not at the clouds but 
at the cross.  Hear him as he says, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all 
people to myself.” At last he finds his kingly throne, high and lifted up, from 
which he has an excellent view of all who wait for him in hope. Amen. 

Let us pray:  Dear Lord God, we thank you for Jesus—the King of Love, the 
one who rules with truth, and who shows mercy, and who opens the gates of 
heaven so that all may enter in. Help us to love as He loves. To serve as he 
serves and to win through the glory, we ask it in his name.  Amen. 


