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Sermon 
 

Being Rich Will Not Get You Into Heaven Mark 10:17-31 

 

Let us pray:  

 In last week’s scripture reading of Mark 10:2-16, I told you that I 
struggled with that particular scripture because Jesus talked about divorce. 
And since I was a divorcee, it really resonated with me.   

 So, when I read it I felt Jesus was hammering divorced people in His 
statements on divorce and re-marriage, and I questioned whether there 
might not be other ways of interpreting what Jesus was saying.    

 I ended up suggesting that there was another way to read it and that 
Jesus was almost certainly not targeting those experiencing marital 
breakdown, but rather persons who were hypocritical and legalistic. 

 And now this week we have the story of the rich guy whose money 
apparently creates a barrier between him and Jesus, and again, it is an 
uncomfortable passage.  

 It’s one of those stories that makes us squirm, partly because most of 
us would really like to be that rich man - devout, respected, upright and 
wealthy. 

 The verses we have read here in Mark chapter 10 describe a man who 
was on the verge of attaining eternal life and a home in Heaven, but he 
made a choice that cost him eternally. His choice brought about some 
eternal consequences. 

 There are countless individuals throughout history who will make the 
same devastating choice. You have the opportunity for everlasting life and a 
home in Heaven... but are you willing to forsake the things of this world and 
trust Jesus as your Savior?  

 If not, you will find yourself in the same situation as this young man. 
In other words, let's say that this "man" stands there before Jesus 
representing all of us.  He had "great possessions," but so do we, when we 
are compared to the vast majority of the world's inhabitants.   

 We Americans, even in these challenging economic times, we have 
more stuff than we need. Here is a story of a man who is met by Jesus.  Not 
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only is he met by Jesus, but he is called by Jesus.  Jesus tells him that the 
way to "eternal life" leads through discipleship.   

 Did you get that?  Jesus invites him to be a disciple.  "Come, follow 
me," Jesus says. So many had come and followed Jesus.  All of the disciples 
had left much and had followed Jesus.  The journey had not been easy for 
them.  

 It was tough for them to follow Jesus, a perilous way full of 
misunderstanding, risk, confusion, and difficulty. Now, this man meets 
Jesus, face-to-face; apparently, he was wealthy - Here in Mark we see that 
this man "had great possessions". 

 Some people have the mistaken idea that it is sinful to have lots of 
money and many possessions. That is not necessarily the case. The Bible 
does not say that "money is the root of all kinds of evil". It says that "the 
LOVE of money is the root of all kinds of evil". (1 Timothy 6:10) You having 
money isn’t evil, but when the money has you... there is a problem! 

 This man didn't just have power, possessions and prestige.... it seems 
that he was a decent human being. Notice that: He Lived A Moral Life - He 
boldly proclaimed to Jesus that he kept all of the commandments. This man 
looks Jesus in the eye and says, "I honor my Father and Mother",  

 "I do not commit adultery", "I do not kill", "I do not steal", "I do not 
bear false witness", "I do not defraud others". Jesus knew all there was to 
know about this man and if you will notice, Jesus did not rebuke him when 
he made these statements. 

 Here is a man who lived a moral life. He was what we would call a 
"good guy". But he is about to find out (and you will too) that our idea of 
good and God's is not the same! Not only was this man a good moral 
individual, he was a religious man. 

 He was a religious person - he was likely a ruler of a synagogue. This 
would mean that he had the respect of his peers. Though he was rich, he 
was not like the publicans. He did not earn his money in an immoral way or 
cheat people to get it. By his own testimony he was motivated to observe 
the Law and God's commands. 

 From the outside looking in, it seemed that this man had it all, but 
deep inside he knew that something was missing. It seems that God 
revealed to this man that he did not possess what he needed. With all he 
had, he lacked salvation, eternal life, the hope of heaven. People thought he 
had it all, yet he still longed for more. 

 You may be in a similar situation. You may not be rich with many 
possessions, but you have what we would call a good life. You have a home, 
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a car, clothes on your back and food on the table. Not only do you possess 
the necessities of this life, you are one who lives a good moral life.  

 You don't lie, cheat, steal or kill. You treat your neighbor as you want 
to be treated. Maybe you spend your time doing good deeds and helping 
others. By all accounts you are what most would call a "good person".  

 The problem is the fact that being good according to man's standards 
is not good enough. God declares that none is good. In fact, Jesus told this 
rich young ruler that "there is none good but one, that is, God." 

 Let's take it a step further, perhaps you describe yourself a "religious" 
person. You attend church. You spend time in prayer. Perhaps you have 
even been baptized and joined a church. Even with all of this, there is 
something missing in your life.  

 Deep inside there is a longing for something more. This is because 
religion is not enough, you must have a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Your works, religious rituals and good deeds are not enough to 
guarantee you eternal life.  

 The Bible says in Ephesians 2:8, For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9 not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. This young ruler had to address 
this problem in his own life.  

 Notice how he approached Jesus in - v17 (he went to Jesus) "running, 
and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life?" 

 When he bowed before Jesus, He did not turn this man away. He told 
him exactly how he could receive eternal life. So not only did this man live a 
remarkable life, but, this man had a wonderful opportunity -  

 v21, “Then Jesus looking at him loved him, and said, you lack one 
thing: go, sell whatever you have, and give the money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven: and then come follow me”. 

 Someone else is being asked to become a disciple.  And after hearing 
how much it costs to be a disciple, the man slumps down and walks away 
sorrowfully. The story, then, is about someone like us being met by Jesus 
and asked to follow.  

 Can we not sympathize with this man?  We can certainly identify with 
his materialistic things.  Like him, all of us have many possessions, more 
than we need.  We like all of our stuff.  But, we all know that by embracing 
this stuff, that it can hinder us from following Jesus.  Can we blame this man 
for walking away rather than following? 
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 Sometimes I think we in the church have made discipleship such a 
small, trivial thing.  I remember the old joke about the evangelist who, after 
preaching a long sermon, gave an altar call.  "Come to the altar and give 
your life to Christ!" he said. Nobody came. 

 In frustration, the evangelist said, "Come to the altar, as a way of 
saying that you love and honor God." Still nobody came. In even greater 
frustration, the evangelist appealed to the congregation, "Come to the altar 
as a way of saying that you want to live a better life." Nobody came. 

 Finally, "Look, if you love your mother, come down to the altar okay?" 
That worked.  Today's gospel reminds us that there are good, 
understandable, reasonable reasons for not following Jesus.   

 Jesus is too often presented by us, as the solution to all our problems, 
the way to fix everything that's wrong in our lives.  But this story reminds us 
that Jesus is sometimes the beginning of problems we would never have had 
if we had not been met by Jesus!  

 There is a story told by Clarence Jordan, a gifted preacher and 
teacher, and racial justice advocate, visited an integrated church in the Deep 
South.  Jordan was surprised to find a relatively large church so thoroughly 
integrated, not only black and white but also rich and poor; and this was in 
the early sixties, too.  Jordan asked the old country preacher, "How did you 
get the church this way?" 

 "What way?" the preacher asked.  Jordan went on to explain his 
surprise at finding a church so integrated, and in the South, too. The 
preacher said, "Well, when our preacher left our small church, I went to the 
deacons and said, 'I'll be the preacher.'   

 The first Sunday as preacher, I opened the book and read, 'As many of 
you have been baptized into Jesus has put on Jesus and there is no longer 
any Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, males or females, because you all are 
one in Jesus.' 

 Then I closed the book and I said, 'If you are one with Jesus, you are 
one with all kind of folks.  And if you ain't, well.'" Jordan asked what 
happened after that. "Well," the preacher said, "the deacons took me into 
the back room and they told me they didn't want to hear that kind of 
preaching no more."  

 Jordan asked what he did then. "I fired them deacons," the preacher 
roared. "Then what happened?" asked Jordan. "Well," said the old hillbilly 
preacher, "I preached that church down to four.  Not long after that, it 
started growing.  And it grew.   
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 And I found out that revival sometimes don't mean bringin' people in 
but gettin' people out that don't dare to love Jesus."  So, take warning that 
your possessions don't possess you.  Whatever holds you back from making 
a total commitment to God, let us be willing to deal with it and take that 
final step to love God with all our heart and soul and mind and strength. 

 He spoke of it being easier of a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than a rich person to enter the kingdom.  Jesus invites people to be 
his disciples:  Break free! Let go of your stuff!  Follow Jesus!  Because being 
rich will not get you into heaven. Amen. 

Let us pray.  Dear Jesus, when we are met by you as we probably will be, let 
us find the courage to follow thee.  To have as much faith in ourselves as 
disciples as you have in us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


