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Humble Yourself - Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Let us pray: Send your Spirit now so that we may find a place at your table 
and welcome others with radical hospitality. In the name of Jesus, Guest at 
all our tables, we pray. Amen. 

When I was preparing my sermon for this morning, I couldn't help but 
think of the Christmas song "Santa Claus is Coming to Town". Now before 
you start thinking that I've been working too hard and need a vacation let 
me explain. There is a verse in that song that ties in quite nicely with my 
sermon. 

It goes like this: He sees you when you're sleeping - He knows when 
you're awake- He knows when you've been bad or good - So be good for 
goodness sake. Jesus is always watching us, especially how we treat others. 
Consider the situation in this morning's Gospel reading for example. 

Jesus was invited to a banquet at the home of a Pharisee, and not 
because the Pharisee was a big fan of Jesus. In fact, you might remember 
that the Pharisees always gave Jesus a hard time because his teachings 
always went against their rules and practices. 

The real reason behind the invitation was that the Pharisee wanted 
to get a better view of Jesus. When Jesus arrived, he noticed that all the 
important people in the society were vying to get the seats closest to the 
guest of honor, while those of lower classes sat at the back. 

The same thing happens with us. All we have to do is remember 
that at many of the formal banquets we have attended, that there is 
always a head table that is reserved for guests of honor and other 
important people. 

Jesus rebuked the elite for thinking that they were better than 
everyone else, and he warned them that they would be in for a big surprise 
in God's kingdom. He also warned the host for only inviting the elite. He 
urged the host to invite the less fortunate to his table, just like he urges us 
to invite the poor to our tables. 

In fact, Jewish law very consistently commanded care for the less 
fortunate. In Leviticus 19:34, the connection is very clear, "You shall love 
the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the 
Lord your God". Jesus' life and ministry asks us if we are doing this. 

Contrary to what it might seem, Jesus' advice has nothing to do with 
worldly self-promotion. It deals with life in God's kingdom. In God's 
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kingdom, there will be a role reversal. Those who consider themselves to 
be first on earth will be last in heaven, and those who are last on earth will 
be first in heaven. 

In other words, the mighty will be humbled, and the humble will be 
exalted. Imagine this situation, if you will. A husband comes home from 
work on a Friday night. As he comes into the driveway, he sees that there is 
a rented tent in the back yard. Under the tent are tables and chairs for 
about forty people. 

A bandstand and a dance floor are in one corner of the tent. 
Decorations are hanging everywhere. None of this was there when the 
husband left for work in the morning. Seeing all these preparations and 
having them come as a surprise, what do you think the husband might 
think? 

 
One reaction might be panic: "Good Lord! It's our anniversary, and 

I've forgotten about it!" After a few minutes, he might realize that it is not 
their anniversary, so he might continue thinking, "I guess all this must be 
for a birthday party." 

Now suppose the husband walks into the backyard and finds his 
wife cooking a huge pile of chickens and choice steaks. He might think, 
"Wow! This is going to cost me a bundle!" Then suppose his wife looks up, 
smiles sweetly and asks, "Guess who's coming to dinner?" 

His guess might be "Relatives, friends, neighbors and business 
associates." Before he can answer, she continues, "I've invited twenty 
homeless men from the local homeless shelter, clients of the local food 
bank, and residents of the local nursing home.” 

His wife says, "Don't worry dear, you won't know anyone, and best of 
all, not a single one is likely to ever pay us back." Now given that situation, 
the husband might think that the wife is ready for the mental hospital, but 
she is following the words of Jesus in Luke 14:12-14. 

"When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends or 
your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they might 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." This is a call to trust 
God to repay what the less fortunate cannot. God will repay us at the 
resurrection of the righteous. On Judgment Day, God will also repay those 
who have wronged his people throughout history.  



3 
 

The evildoers in history will get what they deserve, like Hitler who will 
get his just punishment. In fact, a good punishment for Hitler might be for 
him to be made a waiter at God's banquet and be made to serve the table 
of the King of the Jews. That day will be an example of the old adage, 
"What goes around, comes around." 

We are called to do more than just donate money. We are called to 
invite the less fortunate to join us at our table-the most intimate place in 
our lives. God calls us to kingdom values and blesses us when we seek to 
please God instead of pleasing other people. 

And there are always those members who want to give a gift to the 
church, and they want it to be a spectacular gift. They don't, they say, I 
want to give "just to the budget." They want to give something that can be 
seen and identified. And I understand that. 

 
After all, there is nothing glamorous about paying the light bill or 

assuring that the church's garbage will be picked up. There is nothing flashy 
about cleaning carpets. There's just not much glory in those things. But we 
are called to humility. In humility there is obedience and obedience are its 
own reward.  

The knowledge that we have fulfilled God's purpose for our lives is the 
assurance of tranquility of soul and spirit and not any down payment on 
premium seating. The scripture tells us that our host may come and move 
us to a more exalted place...and then again, he may not. Perhaps the lesser 
seat might be our permanent place. 

Recently I read a story about Dr. Sprayberry who was the School 
Superintendent, and one of the most beloved and respected men in his 
county and his state. He held several significant positions in his church, but 
it was in an unofficial position that he made an impression. 

At the end of every worship service on Sunday morning, Dr. 
Sprayberry walked through the pews and collected the used bulletins 
and straightened the hymnals in the racks. I don't know if this servant 
of God was ever noted or thanked for his service. But his reward is in 
faithful service.  

There can be, apparently, great peace in those "lower places." But 
now comes the hard part. Having learned that we are called on to live 
lives of humility and sacrificial service, to whom are we to be humble 
and who are we to serve? The answer, as much as we would like it to 
be, is not God, but is other people.  

God does not need our money or our time or our compassion. But 
people do. They need our money, they need our time, and they need 
our compassion. The truth of this narrative from the 14th chapter of 
Luke's Gospel is that when those banquet goers gave up those 
prominent seats, they gave them up...think about it. 
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They gave them up to other people. In order to fulfill God's call on 
their lives, those diners had to respond with and through other people. 
There really is no other way. It is in our connections with and our service 
to others that we find our identity as Christian people. Remember that 
most of scripture, both the Old Testament and the New, is written to 
believers: 

in the Old Testament, it is written to those already a part of the 
covenant, and the New Testament to the church, to people who already 
claimed the name and nature of Christ. And so, scripture is directed toward 
how we live our lives together with other people within the covenant and 
within the church.  

We are supposed to live together harmoniously, in service and 
hospitality. Remember that we serve humbly because of the 
commandment of God and not necessarily the goodness of other people. 
There simply are no perfect people among us to be served. There was a 
woman in church who was just experiencing the onset of dementia.  

At Wednesday night church suppers, she loved to go from table to 
table and in her words, "offer a toast." She would raise her iced tea glass 
and say, "Here's to those who wish us well. And those who don't can 
go...to you know where." 

And she would laugh uproariously every time as if it was the first 
time, she had said the toast, and then she would move on to the next table. 
She would visit every table in the fellowship room and then start over, often 
stopping a second or third time to offer the same toast. 

The minister found himself directing her away from the tables where 
visitors and prospective members sat. He didn't want them to be 
embarrassed by her behavior, and he did that for several months. Then one 
evening it hit him. 

What in the world was he doing? Was he trying to pretend to these 
new members that we have perfect people here? There probably isn't a 
family in the world without an eccentric aunt or uncle. But he was 
pretending that his church family was not like that. 

So, he stopped and let the newcomers get a better look at their new 
church family. And no one was embarrassed by her form of hospitality. Even 
though she was suffering from dementia, that was her gift. We are to use 
our talents as best we can since they are gifts from God and may benefit 
others as well as ourselves. 

Ah, the beautiful part of this scripture and of the Christian 
experience is that we are called by Almighty God to live lives of humility, 
tolerance and sacrificial service. But the difficult part is that we are called 
to live those lives right now, today, among the broken and damaged 
people whom we meet every day. That is the difficult part. 

The "right" people will be at God's banquet. They will be everyone who 
responds to God's invitation. The poor and the outcast will be seated next to 



5 
 

Jesus instead of the dignitaries, and people of position and prominence. We 
must not erect social barriers that keep some people from joining us at 
God's table.  

The less fortunate in our society need both our natural gifts and the 
dignity that comes with being acknowledged. They need the gift of our 
friendship. Are you the right people? Then humble yourself. Amen. 
Let us pray: Almighty God, for your grace and the peace that you offer us, 
we are grateful. Help us to understand that most of what we ever do about 
loving you and caring for you we do through other people, who, like us, 
are broken and simple. Grant us all your grace and your peace. In the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


