
1 
 

Pastor Madelynne Lindsey 
November 10, 2019 

In the Resurrection There is No Marriage  - Luke 20:27-38 

 Let us pray: Almighty God, you have sent the Spirit of your Son into our 
hearts and set us free; give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that 
we and all people may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 We are God's Children by faith; brother and sisters of Christ. Our security is 
based not on relationships of this life, but on our relationship to God, based upon 
our faith in Him through Jesus Christ. Marriage has nothing to do with you getting 
into heaven. 

 Now don’t get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with being married, 
especially if you have a good relationship, but it will have nothing to do with your 
chances of getting into heaven. Which reminds me of a joke I read: 

 As soon as Mrs. Jones arrived at the gates of heaven, she looked for her 
husband who had died several years before. "Excuse me," she said, approaching 
Saint Peter, "but I'm looking for my husband. I wonder if you can help me." 
  
 "What is his name?" Peter asked. "Harry ... Harry Jones," she replied.   
Peter stroked his chin, then said, "There are many souls here who have that 
name. What else can you tell me about him?" 
  
 Blurting out the first thing that came to her mind, she said, "Well, the last 
thing he said before he died was that if I were ever unfaithful to him, he would 
turn in his grave." "Ah!" Peter replied, "you're looking for Pin-Wheel Harry!" 
 
 Based upon that joke, I reiterate that resurrection is not based upon 
marriage.  Thank goodness!! But let’s see what Jesus has to say about it. In our 
lesson today, Jesus assures us, The Resurrection is Real! Even though human 
reason denies it, Jesus himself describes it and Scripture discloses it. 
 
 It’s nothing new that people deny the reality of the resurrection. They’ve 
been around since Jesus’ day. Luke says it was the key belief in the doctrine of the 
Sadducees. They were a religious/political group in the Jewish ruling body called 
the Sanhedrin.  
 
 And since most were priests, you would think they followed God’s Word. But 
they denied the immortality of the human soul. They believed that when the body 
died, so did the soul. 
 
 The Sadducees also denied the existence of angels and accepted only the 
first five books of the Old Testament as God’s Word. They were rationalists who 
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rejected any teaching that didn’t square with human reason. They aimed to show 
that the teaching of the resurrection, as well as Jesus, was ridiculous.  
 
 They attacked with something called the “Levirate law” recorded in 
Deuteronomy 25. That law said that if a married man died without having any 
children, his brother was to marry the widow and have children who would take 
the dead brother’s name.  
 
 God enacted that law to ensure that the dead man’s name and family line 
wouldn’t be lost in Israel. Using that law, the Sadducees formulated their “one 
bride for seven brothers” scenario. The first brother married a woman but died 
childless.  
 
 The second brother did his levirate duty but also died without having any 
children with the woman. So did the third, the fourth, all the way through the 
seventh brother.  Finally, this poor woman died. The Sadducees then asked Jesus: 
“At the resurrection, whose wife will she be?”  
 
 All seven brothers had a legitimate claim. The Sadducees were trying to 
stump Jesus. Jesus was being set up by the conservative Sadducees.  These men 
assertively rejected all Scripture except the first five books of the Old Testament.  
As they saw it, there did not appear to be any belief in eternal life in those five 
books. 
 
 Sadducees enjoyed poking fun at those who believed in a resurrection.  On 
this day, they had Jesus in their sights.  So, they try a ridiculous hypothetical 
about marriage. Thinking that this upstart carpenter would be stumped. But Jesus 
bounced back at those Sadducees, with two counter attacks: 
 
 First, He did it by using passage from one of those five books which they did 
hold to be God’s word.  He quotes from Exodus chapter 3.  Jesus said, “But as for 
the question as to whether the dead are fact raised, even Moses in the passage 
about the burning bush, speaks to God as being at the moment ‘the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’. 
 
 If God is still their God, they must be still living.  God is not the God of the 
dead but of the living; to him all live.”  In affect he said: “Don’t play funny game 
with me.  Your own Scriptures condemn you.” 
 
 Second, Jesus said, resurrection life is not a projection of this life; not like 
things as they are now, going on and on forever! It is something utterly more 
wonderful. A transformation.  
 
 “The people of this old world marry and are given in marriage, but those 
who are worthy to achieve the new age and resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry nor are given in marriage.  They cannot die any more. They are like angels 
and are children of God when they are children of the resurrection.” 
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 Some of the Pharisees, who did believe in resurrection gave a begrudging 
acknowledgment: “Teacher, you have spoken well.”  The Sadducees however, 
publicly humiliated and moved off to finalize their plot of the death of Jesus. 
 
 The Sadducees made themselves look ridiculous with all that stuff about one 
bride and seven husbands. Eternal life must be other than this life.  Resurrection is 
not some natural ability that we have.  It is a remarkable gift from the grace of 
God.  Absolutely free! 
 
 Trust that God will bring it about, even though he hasn’t told us all the 
details of that day. One writer caution, “Where God has placed no windows in 
heaven, we have no business to install any.” However, Jesus did install one 
window into heaven in the verses before us.  
  
 Understand that all people will be raised from the dead-on Judgment Day. 
The prophet Daniel foresaw that “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting death.” What 
makes the difference between the two groups?  
 
 How can we be counted worthy of the resurrection to eternal life? Certainly 
not by our works or efforts. God’s law says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and lean not on your own understanding.” How often we do just the opposite! That 
disobedience alone makes every one of us unworthy of the resurrection to eternal 
life. 
 But God declared the worthless worthy. He gave his Son, Jesus, who turned 
33 years of holy living, perfect loving, and trusting. On the cross he was turned 
away from God with the sins of the world hung around his neck. Jesus is the Lamb 
of God, slain to take away the sins of the world.  
 
 He confirmed that fact by raising Jesus from the dead. Now Jesus says, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” Do 
you? If so, Jesus not only counts you worthy of the resurrection, but also calls you 
God’s own child.  
 
 You are a cherished member of his heavenly family now and forever. Our 
family here on earth won’t be our family in the age to come. Jesus says in heaven 
we won’t be married or get married. Why not? Because God instituted marriage for 
this life only. One of his reasons for marriage was to fill the earth with more 
people in a God-pleasing way.  
 
 In heaven people aren’t born and they don’t die. Marriage is unnecessary 
because the number of believers will stay constant forever. In that respect, we’ll 
be like the angels, who are eternal. Don’t be disturbed that in heaven your parents 
won’t be married. I wondered about that about my parents.   
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 My father remarried when my mother died, and I thought who my father 
would claim as his wife when he died.  But now I know, there is no marriage in 
heaven because you won’t be married to your spouse, and even your children 
won’t be your children.  There is no crying or weeping in heaven. We may 
remember that on earth we were family.  
 
 But in heaven they and everyone will be a tightknit, perfect family. There 
won’t be any misunderstandings, differences of opinion, or arguments; no 
disobedience or mouthing off that is so common in earthly families. 
   
 I read a story about a young pastor in India had just taken his first call. The 
church president came by to visit him on a Sunday afternoon. He has been a 
highly respected member of this congregation for over 25 years. 
  
 They were sitting on the back porch of the parsonage and the man said, 
"Pastor, I've got something to tell you. I've never told this to a soul, it's extremely 
difficult to tell you this now, my wife and I have had a fight almost every day for 
the past 30 years of our marriage." 
 
 The pastor was taken back. He nervously took a sip of his coffee. He didn't 
know what to say. After a brief pause, the young Pastor said, "Everyday?" "Yes, 
just about every day." "Did you fight today before you came to church?" "Yes." 
"Well, how did it end up?" "She came crawling to me on her hands and knees." 
"My Goodness what did she say?" "Come out from under that bed you coward and 
fight like a man!" 

 It is so good that there is no marriage in the resurrection, especially for the 
young Indian pastor and his wife.  Because we will have a new and better and 
closer relationship with God. By faith in Jesus we are already God’s children in the 
world.  
 
 The theologian Alyce McKenzie once knew a man who told his wife that he 
never wanted her to remarry if he died before she did. He passed away at age 
seventy-five and as you can imagine, she was lonely. After a couple of years, she 
came to Dr. McKenzie, her pastor, and told her she’d begun to enjoy the company 
of a man whose wife had died several years before.  

 He had asked her to marry him, but she had said, “My husband never 
wanted me to remarry.” Sensing she needed to hear a word of assurance, Alyce 
McKenzie said to this woman, “He loved you and didn’t like the thought of your 
being with someone else.  

 But now I would imagine he has a different, broader perspective, beyond 
just this earthly life. And I would bet that his desire that you be happy would now 
be his primary focus.”  
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 Life does not end, but it changes. A broader perspective. A higher view. It’s 
what Christ promises for those who pass from death into life eternal with God. But 
it’s what Christ wants for each of us even now, amidst our grief, our questions, our 
wonderings. A broader perspective. A higher view. A life that has changed and 
been marked by the hope that comes from the God of the living. 

 But at the resurrection we will begin a perfect relationship with him. Never 
again will we struggle with our limited reason to know God’s will and understand 
his ways. Paul described the difference between our earthly and heavenly 
knowledge of God when he wrote, “Now I know in part, then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known.” Thank God there is no marriage in the resurrection. 
Amen. 
 
 Let us pray:  Dear God, whenever we think about being dead and a cold 
shiver runs up our back, come like the wind and blow away our fear. Remind us 
that you have prepared a bigger, brighter, life ready for us on the other side of the 
door of death. Thank you for raising Jesus from the dead and for promising that 
we shall live with him. Amen! 

 
  
  
  
 


