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With Love Comes Rewards – Luke 6:27-38 

Let us pray: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 Why should Christians love their enemies? What does love your enemy 
do for you? What does love have to do with it? Do we have to like them too?  
  
 A man who had reached his 100th birthday was being interviewed by a 
reporter. “What are you most proud of?” the reporter asked. “Well,” said the 
man, “I don’t have an enemy in the world.” “What a beautiful thought! How 
inspirational!” said the reporter. “Yep,” added the man, “I outlived every one 
of them.”  

 Is that your approach to dealing with your enemies? Is it just to avoid 
and ignore them, hoping that you outlive and outlast them? Maybe you 
secretly hope and plan and pray for bad things to happen to them. Let’s turn 
to today's gospel reading. Jesus' words in Luke, chapter 6:  

 "Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. Bless those who 
curse you. Pray for those who abuse you." Practical? I don't think so. "If 
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who 
takes away your coat, do not withhold even your shirt.  

 Give to everyone who begs from you, and if anyone takes away your 
goods, do not ask for them again." Come on. Let's be realistic. If someone 
takes away all my goods, then I surely won't be able to give to everyone 
who begs from me. This is nonsense. It doesn't make sense. "Do to others 
as you would have them do to you."  

 Well, that's better. That sounds a lot more practical. But do we really 
want to treat everyone like you would treat yourself. In August 28, 1963, in 
Washington, D.C, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. said: 

  “There is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the 
warm threshold which leads into the palace of justice: in the process of 
gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us 
not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 
bitterness and hatred.  
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 We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and 
discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into 
physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to the majestic heights of 
meeting physical force with soul force.”  

 

 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. died hoping that one day right there in 
Alabama that little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with 
little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. "Do to others as you 
would have them do to you."  

 This is the kind of wisdom we learned in Sunday School when the 
teacher told us to treat other people the way we'd like to be treated. Former 
First Lady Michelle Obama said, “When they go low, we will go high.” It's a 
verse everyone can understand, and it sounds like practical wisdom in order 
to get along in the world.  

 If we pull the Golden Rule out of this chapter as a summary of 
everything Jesus said, it's likely that we'll miss most of what Jesus said. We 
must go back to where Jesus began. He began with these words, "Love your 
enemies." He says it not only once but repeats it again a few verses later.  

 "But love your enemies; do good and lend, expecting nothing in 
return." Thus, the Golden Rule applies even when we sense that someone 
won't treat us the way we'd like to be treated. This is where it gets very 
hard. This kind of behavior is not only impractical, but it can seem downright 
dangerous. 

 Jesus' words about turning the other cheek and giving up your shirt 
along with your coat seem demeaning in the extreme. It's likely that Jesus is 
speaking here to those who were victims rather than victimizers, to those 
oppressed rather than their oppressors. But Jesus isn't calling victims to roll 
over and play dead!  

 It's very hard for us to see that for it sounds like Jesus is telling 
victims to be quiet, to keep taking it. No, what Jesus is saying that there are 
rewards that comes with loving. I found a very interesting narrative from 
New Testament scholar Walter Wink who sees Jesus' words as a form of 
non-violent resistance to oppression.  

 Now this is tricky because we must know something about the culture 
in which Jesus lived. In the culture of first-century Palestine, a person's left 
hand was used for what we might call bathroom functions.  I know it's not 
pleasant to think about this, but it meant that you'd never strike a person 
with your left hand.  
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 If you were superior to another person, you would strike them with the 
back of your right hand, never with the palm of your hand for that would 
mean you'd see them as an equal.  So now this is the picture Jesus is 
painting. If someone strikes you on the cheek, it will most likely be with the 
back of their hand, for remember Jesus is talking to victims here so your 
oppressor will not see you as an equal. He's likely to hit you with the back of 
his hand.  

 If you turn your face to the side, you force your oppressor to see you 
as an equal for even your oppressor won't use his left hand. Some things 
simply weren't done. Jesus wants us to see an almost comical situation here. 
The oppressor's hand begins to swing but is caught in mid-air because he 
doesn't want to treat you as an equal by hitting you with open palm. 

 Jesus is not telling people to remain victims but to find new ways of 
resisting evil. "Love your enemies," Jesus said, "do good to those who hate 
you." This is the ethic that moved Martin Luther King, Jr., to kneel with 
many brothers and sisters before water hoses and snarling police dogs.  

 Many people thought he was crazy. "Only violence can fight violence," 
they told him. But the authorities and the oppressors didn't know what to do 
with this kind of resistance. They knew the power of violence; they knew the 
powerlessness of victims who knew their place, but this was something they 
hadn't seen before: victims who refused to be victims, victims who refused 
to fight back with violence, victims who claimed their place and reshaped the 
battle completely. 

 "Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you." And don't be too 
impressed with yourself for being good to your friends. Anybody can do that, 
Jesus says. "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them.  

 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners do the same.  Just when we have the Golden Rule 
memorized, Jesus reminds us that It's far deeper than what we hope to 
receive. It's even different from treating others the way we hope to be 
treated. Jesus comes back again to the place where he began: "But love 
your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return." 

 As followers of Jesus, we are to do good whether we receive good OR 
bad in return. We do not do good and keep track of who has done us wrong 
and who has treated us well. Jesus is calling for us to stop keeping score and 
do good---PERIOD! Jesus always gives us the reason for doing good no 
matter what the circumstances.  

 We are to do good, to love, and act in mercy because of a fact. The 
fact is that we are the Children of God. We are His representatives here on 
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Earth. The Lord is our boss and employer. Our job is to follow our job 
description. Forget the insubordinate co-workers or rude customers.  
  
 We have a job to do and we do it. We are the heirs to the kingdom  
of God. We are blessed with the opportunity to enter the presence and to 
enjoy the protection, love, and care of the Lord. Our reward is great!  We 
are the King's representatives and must act and do the works as 
representatives of royalty.  

 If your ears and eyes have been opened to the Truth of Jesus 
Christ...you have received a gift and a privilege...act like it. "Do not judge, 
and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to 
you.  

 A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put in your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back. 
In a world that judges "Christians" when they themselves are not Christians, 
it is hard to love sometimes.  

 But love is the Truth. We are acting like sheep when we have reached 
this level. Loving your enemy will never happen unless you love God. On 
Dec. 16, 2017, Heather Heyer was one of 20 people struck by a vehicle 
driven into a crowd of counter-protesters in Charlottesville, Virginia. Heather 
Heyer, a 32-year-old legal assistant with a law firm in Virginia, repeatedly 
championed civil rights issues on social media. 

 Heyer, whose Facebook cover photo read: “If you’re not outraged, 
you’re not paying attention.” She regularly drew attention to cases of police 
malpractice and racism. A friend from childhood, Felicia Correa, said she was 
speaking for Heyer’s mother, who was not ready to speak in public, said: 
“She died doing what was right. My heart is broken, but I am forever proud 
of her.”  

 When her mother finally had the courage to speak, she said she 
wanted to embrace the people who marched in order to prove to them that 
with love comes rewards.  It does not come with hate. A man was seen one 
day going in a boat on a river with a large dog, which he wished to get rid of 
by drowning.  

 He succeeded in throwing the animal into the water, but the dog kept 
trying to get back into the boat. As the man was attempting to beat the dog 
from the boat, he fell overboard. Witnesses say that the man would have 
himself drowned if the dog had not seized him by his coat and brought him 
to shore. When someone tries to do you harm, do them good in return.  
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 As Paul writes in Romans 12, do not overcome evil with evil, but 
overcome evil with good. Dr. King reached this level and we need to reach it. 
We will if we continue to walk the path of faith. We will have to rely on it 
when the Lord places His Good Works in front of us.  We may be targeted by 
many unloving people and evil that can be staring you straight in the eyes. 
Amen. 

Let us pray: May we all call upon the Lord to help us be better stewards of 
His Kingdom and continue to walk at a steady pace on the narrow path. 
AMEN. 


