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Pastor Madelynne Lindsey 

December 2, 2018 

Wake Up Everybody Luke 21:25-36 
 

Let us pray: Advent God, come with justice and with mercy, bringing 
faith and hope and love, come, Lord come. Come, like a thief in the night, 
find us ready in the darkness, mindful of the cost, but watchful for the 
dawn of salvation in our midst. Amen. 

A new preacher had just begun his sermon on the second coming of 
Christ. He was a little nervous, and about ten minutes into the talk his mind 
went blank. He remembered what they had taught him in seminary to do 
when a situation like this would arise — repeat your last point. 

So, he thought he would give it a try. "Behold, I come quickly," he 
said. Still his mind was blank. He thought he would try it again. "Behold 
I come quickly." Still nothing. 

He tried it one more time with such force that he fell forward, 
knocking the pulpit to one side, tripping over a flowerpot, and falling into 
the lap of a little old lady in the front row. The young preacher apologized 
and tried to explain what happened. 

"That's all right, young man," said the little old lady. "It was my fault. 
I should have gotten out of the way. You told me three times you were 
coming!" Although we may be warned of impending danger, we often do 
not heed the warning. 

          We have entered a new church year again as we are in the first the 
first Sunday in Advent. Advent is a time to look ahead to the coming of Jesus 
as a babe in the manger. It is also a time for looking ahead for the second 
coming of Christ. 

 
Our gospel lesson says very plainly "Therefore you also must be 

ready; for the Son of man is coming at an hour you do not expect." And 
how do we get ready? In the Romans passage, Paul tells us God's 
kingdom has already started. We are to live as citizens of God's 
kingdom. We are to live without jealousy or hatred. 

In the Gospel lesson of John, we are told when Christ will come, and 
Jesus urges us to always be ready to enter God's kingdom. The focus of our 
scripture lessons is not meant to scare us, rather to prepare us for the 
glorious day when Christ will return. 

How do we, in the between times, wait for the Lord? We wait by 
preparing ourselves for the Lord's coming. Being prepared means 
being ready for Christ every day, in every relationship, in every deed. 

 
Like children who decide they will be on their best behavior from 

Thanksgiving till Christmas Eve, just in case Santa is watching. We cannot 
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live an un-Christian life, and then expect to change our ways a day or two 
before Christ arrives. 

 

I recently read a story about a superintendent of a large Christian 
school who was concerned about the disarray he found in so many of the 
classrooms he visited. Papers were often strewn on the floor, and the 
students' desks were surrounded by clutter. 

Feeling strongly that learning could not take place in such an untidy 
environment, he decided to take action. He chose one classroom for an 
experiment, introduced himself to the students and with a smile made this 
proposition: 

 
"Your teacher, principal and I provide a well-equipped classroom for 

you to enjoy but we need your help in keeping your desks and the 
classroom orderly. Many of you have crumpled papers inside your desks 
with books left open and the pages bent. Often there are pencils on the floor 
under your desks along with other debris. 

"I would like each of you to clean out your desk today and begin this 
school year resolving to keep it clean. One day I will return and inspect your 
desks and the person with the neatest desk will be given this $100 bill. I 
won't tell you which day it will be. It will be a surprise. Not even your 
teacher or the principal will know the day." 

The children squealed with excitement and began immediately pulling 
things from their desks, filling the trash baskets with crumpled papers, 
stacking their books neatly inside their desks, and neatly lining up their 
pencils and pens. 

Every morning for the first week, every student checked his or her 
desk to make sure it was in perfect condition, confident that today would be 
the day the superintendent returned. The next week, a few boys grew weary 
of the exercise and returned to their former habits. 

By the third week, several students remarked, "I doubt if he'll come 
back at all. He just said that to make us keep our desks clean." After two 
months, no one in the classrooms bothered to inspect their desks and in 
fact, forgot the superintendent's promise. Except for one girl. 

Dutifully, she inspected her desk every morning and several times a 
day, making sure things were in proper order. For months, she was teased 
by the other students. "He's not coming back! Why do you keep looking for 
him? You look stupid believing that promise, anyway." 

 
Still, she remained quiet, kept her desk in perfect condition and 

waited. Near the end of the school year, there was a knock on the door and 
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the superintendent entered. Quickly, the students flung open their desks 
and began frantically to clean them.  

But the superintendent held up his hand for them to stop. All the 
students were asked to stand beside their desk at attention while the 
superintendent inspected each desk. 

One after another, he rejected them for being unkempt. One boy 
tried giving excuses but to no avail. Another blamed the teacher for not 
reminding them. Still another blamed the superintendent for making them 
wait so long. 

Finally, the superintendent arrived at the desk of the little girl who 
confidently displayed her well-kept desk while beaming at the 
superintendent. After inspecting her desk, he took her by the hand to the 
front of the classroom and awarded her the $100 bill. 

"Boys and girls," he said kindly, "this girl never stopped believing I 
would return so she kept her desk in perfect order. She didn't need to worry 
about what day or even what time of day I would arrive because she was 
always ready. Always. 

Ready that is the key word for our gospel lesson this morning. Be 
ready. But how do we get ready? We are ready for his second coming by 
being like that little girl in our story, daily preparation. We are to keep our 
desks clean or in other words we are to repent daily. 

And that is what Jesus is talking about for the season of Advent. We 
are to clean up our lives, to take off the dirty clothes and put on the new 
ones of grace. Our scripture lessons this morning focus on Christ's 
coming in glory and majesty at the end of the world.  

In the passage from Isaiah, we are told what the world will be like 
when the Kingdom comes. There won't be any more wars. Everyone will 
get along with everyone else. There will be no jealousy, or selfishness. 
There will be no divisions between God's people. In the Romans passage, 
Paul tells us God's kingdom has already started. 

Paul says we should "conduct ourselves properly, as people who live 
in the light of day — no wild parties, don't get drunk, or be indecent . . . 
don't quarrel or be jealous . . . Then you won't try to satisfy your selfish 
desires." 

 
 Our focus should be on our spiritual preparation for the coming of 
Christ. As someone once said, it wasn't raining when Noah started building 
the ark! Noah knew judgment was coming "soon," but he did not know the 
exact timetable of the Lord. 

 
While he labored at building the ark, the rest of his neighbors went 

about their common, every-person, every day affairs. "Eating, drinking, 
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marrying and giving in marriage" does not describe any uniquely awful 
behavior the people were displaying. On the contrary, they acted as 
examples of everyday life.  

They went on with "business as usual" without concern or 
consideration about something as certain (but uncertain as to time), 
therefore, they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away.  

 
That was God's promise of judgment for evildoing. It was the 

people's fixated commitment to "business as usual" that condemned 
them. It is our business as usual that condemns us. God has standards. 

 
We are judged by how well we live up to God's standards, not the 

world's standards. God judges not only our actions, but our attitudes and 
involvements. We do not live a Christian life so that God can make the 
world better through us. 

Several years ago, the Peanuts comic strip had Lucy and Charlie Brown 
practicing football. Lucy would hold the ball for Charlie's placekicking and 
then Charlie would kick the ball. 

This strip opened with Lucy holding the ball, but Charlie Brown 
would not kick the ball. Lucy begged him to kick the ball. But Charlie 
Brown said, "Every time I try to kick the ball you remove it and I fall on 
my back." 

 
They went back and forth for the longest time and finally Lucy broke 

down in tears and admitted, "Charlie Brown I have been so terrible to you 
over the years, picking up the football like I have. 

 
I have played so many cruel tricks on you, but I have seen the error of 

my ways! I've seen the hurt look in your eyes when I've deceived you. I've 
been wrong, so wrong. Won't you give a poor penitent girl another chance?" 

Charlie Brown was moved by her display of grief and responded to 
her, "Of course, I'll give you another chance." He stepped back as she 
held the ball, and he ran.  

At the last moment, Lucy picked up the ball and Charlie Brown fell flat 
on his back. Lucy's last words were, "Recognizing your faults and actually 
changing your ways are two different things, Charlie Brown!" 

Are you going to change your ways as of today? Lucy saw her fault 
but was unwilling to change her ways. What about you? Are you ready to 
repent and change your ways?  

Are you ready to confess your faults to Christ and allow him to clean 
you so that you are prepared for his second coming? What can we, 
American Christians do to prepare for the Lord in this Advent season? 
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Are you ready for Christ's coming? What if Christ comes today? Will 
you be ready. Many will NOT be, it is only if Christ is in you are you 
ready. Be Prepared. Wake up everybody! Amen. 

 
Let us pray: Soon and Coming Judge, we thank You for revealing signs 

for choosing some to be Your people and for giving us Your Word that we 
might be prepared and not surprised on the day You Return. Stir a fire 
within us, that we would warn others and call them to repentance before it 
is too late. For it is in Jesus' Name we pray, Amen. 


