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VISIONS  January 2012 

 

Something New In 2012!!! 
 

SECOND SUNDAYS 
January 8— February 12 —March 11 

 

Worship in the Evening instead of the Morning! 
 

4PM Worship 
5PM Potluck Family Dinner (bring something to share) 

 

Church School & Childcare at the same time as Worship 

 

All are welcome! See you in the New Year! 
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2012! 
 
It is hard to believe isn’t it?   Another year done.  A New Year beginning.   I find myself at 
this time of the year reflecting on all of the good (and also the not-so-good) of this last year, 
and thinking about the things I am looking forward to and dreaming about in the New Year.     

The turning of the New Year marks transitions in our lives.   But the truth is that we go 
through transitions all the time, not just when the clock strikes midnight on December 31st.  
Births, milestones in our lives or the lives of our families, deaths, moves, new jobs—all 
sorts of transitions.    

As people of faith, I think the questions for us are:  
 How do we manage these transitions?   
 How do we engage with them?   
 Are there some transitions we encourage as a way of living as followers of Jesus 

Christ?     
 Perhaps this New Year transition is an opportunity to let go of something or to add 

something as a way of deepening your life as a follower of Jesus?    

Here is a thought from a Christian mystic many years ago: 

“What good is it to me if Mary gave birth to the Son of God fourteen hundred years ago and I 
do not also give birth to the Son of God in my time and in my culture? We are all meant to be 
Mothers of God.”  -Meister Eckhart (15th century German mystic) 

And another thought from Christine Paintner who writes on Pantheos Online: 

“We may think of Christmas as a single day and then be off to our after-holiday sales. But 
what if we honored all 12 days of this season? What if we allowed the space from Christmas to 
Epiphany to be a time of sacred pause, a time to reflect on the year past, the present moment, 
and the possibilities held in the year to come? 

How might you allow these 12 days of Christmas to nurture your own holy birthing? Consider 
making this season a time of retreat. Even just 15 minutes a day will create some spaciousness 
and pause for reflection.” 

The Christmas Season in our Christian Calendar is not just one day but a Season of 12 Days 
(remember that song?!)—a season that stretches into the New Year and ends with 
Epiphany on January 6th (we will celebrate Epiphany on January 8th in worship).    

I like Christine’s idea of a mini-retreat for fifteen minutes each day during the Season of 
Christmas.  Retreating doesn’t mean you have to sit in silence in your living room with the 
lights turned out and candles burning!  A retreat could be taking a 15- minute walk around 
your neighborhood, praying for your neighbors you know and do not know as you walk 
with purpose.   A retreat could be spending 15-minutes writing notes to friends and family 
letting them know what sorts of a blessing they represent in your life.   A retreat could be 
opening up the Bible and spending 15-minutes reading it wherever it opens and seeing 
what you find.   Or a retreat could be reconnecting with someone you haven’t talked to in a 
long time (maybe even that person could be yourself!).    

There are lots of ways to fill our lives with meaning and connection to God that cost 
nothing, but change everything in our lives and in the ones of those around us.     

http://www.patheos.com/Resources/Additional-Resources/Holy-Birthing-Practices-for-the-12-Days-of-Christmas-Christine-Paintner-12-20-2011?offset=0&max=1
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2012.  A New Year.  Transitions. 

I am looking forward to another year of ministry in this place, and another year of new 
beginnings in our congregation.   Taking some risks by trying out a new time in worship, 
planning for a bigger garden this spring and summer to feed the hungry in our community, 
getting ready for another week of mission with the youth of our church, growing 
partnerships and reflections with the other congregations in the Plainfield Mission Group, 
and much more!!!   

God has wonderful things in store for us as a congregation this year, and I cannot wait to 
learn out about the things you and I do not yet know about—unknown gifts from God that 
will come to each of us in the New Year—continuing to nudge us in the directions God is 
longing for us to go! 

Peace to you in this New Year!!! 

Peace, 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
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WAPC Memorial Garden 
―A Time to Renovate‖ 

The best way to get something done is to begin.  With this philosophy in 
mind the MG committee voted last spring to begin planning for much 
needed renovations in the Memorial Garden. 
To our knowledge, the soil has not been tested and improved since the 
garden was created in 1994. The plantings consist mainly of evergreens 
that have outgrown their space, even dwarfing the granite cross that is 
centered in the bed along the ramp.  We wish to maintain the 
humbleness of our garden, but would like it to express more joy and 
passion by introducing a dwarf flowering tree as a focal point and 
adding ornamentals and grasses to give grace and balance in the garden. 
We are eager to open the planting areas up and introduce a succession 
of blooming plants with varying texture and foliage. 
In the spring, some of the overgrown, misshapen, diseased evergreens 
will be removed, beds will be reshaped, soil will be conditioned, new 
plantings will be purchased and planted.  The design, soil conditioning 
and planting can be done by some of the members of the Memorial 
Garden committee; however, the largest shrubbery will have to be 
removed carefully and professionally. As with any renovation that is to 
be made, there is a cost.   
The MG committee is seeking donations to help with the garden 
renovation. Since Gail Smith announced the need to renovate the garden 
at the annual meeting in January, 2011, there have been three WAPC 
members who have donated $1,050 toward the renovation.  Our goal is 
$2,500.  
If you have friends or family members you would like to honor or loved 
ones you would like to remember with a gift to the garden renovation 
project, checks may be made to WAPC, The Memorial Garden and 
given to Gail Smith, chairperson of the committee. 
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January Worship and Church Information 
January Worship 

Jan 1st:  New Years Day/Rev. Janet Pederson 
               guest preacher 

Sacrament:  Communion 
Scripture:  Acts 12: 1-17  
Sermon:  “A Listening God” 

Jan 8th:  4pm Service Epiphany 
 Scripture:  Matthew 2: 1-12 & 
                                Isaiah 60: 1-9 

Sermon:  “Starlight, Stardust, and  
                   Star Struck” 

Jan 15th:  Baptism of the Lord/Chris Bailey 
                preaching 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Jan 22nd:  Ecumenical Sunday/Father George 
                 Preaching at at WAPC 10AM/Pastor    
Shannan at St.Joseph’s 9am & 12:30 pm 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 7: 29-32 &  
                   Psalm 25 & Mark 1: 14-20 

Jan 29th:  WAPC Annual Meeting 
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 &  
                   1 Corinthians 8: 1-13 
Sermon:  “How to Grow Up a Church” 

December Holiday Schedule in the 
Church Office 

The Church Office is closed December 26, 2011 
through January 2, 2012.  Pastor Shannan is on 
vacation during that week. 

Please remember that for all gifts to the church 
for 2011, they must be postmarked by December 
31, 2011.  Anything postmarked after that date 
will be coded for 2012 charitable giving. 

Key Cards 

We have a new policy for replacement of key cards.  
Due to the cost of the cards we will need to collect a 

fee of $10.00 for replacement of lost key cards. 

2012 Per Capita Amount 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 
per member. If each member pays their share, it will 

free up money for other purposes. Place your 
$36.60 in the per capita envelope .

Congregational Meeting 

The Session has set the date for our 2012 
Congregational Meeting for Sunday January 29th. 
We will share lunch in the Parish Hall immediately 
after worship followed by our meeting. Childcare will 
be provided free of charge during the congregational 
meeting (kids have lunch first up in the Parish Hall). 
If you are in need of childcare during the 
congregational meeting, please RSVP to Kathleen, 
in the church office by January 23rd .  
All Annual Reports are Due to Kathleen no later than 
January 10, 2012.  If you have questions or need 
help with your report, please contact the church 
office. 

Annual Reports 2012 

In an effort to save paper and ―go green‖ a limited 
number of Annual Reports will be printed this year.   
The report will be uploaded to the WAPC website 
with an email reminder to view it online to all 
members.  During the Annual Meeting each report 
will be projected to the screen in the Parish Hall for 
viewing.   If you would like a paper copy of the 
Annual Report, please contact the church office. 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of 
mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no 
more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission 
Room.   The donations are collected and taken to 
the Food Bank every Sunday.  The Food Bank 
serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
Please give as generously as you are able. 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 

Christmas Giving Tree Program 
Faye Steinau, Peggy Bunnell and Fran Young want 
to thank our WAPC and Crescent Ave. families who 
donated so generously to the Giving Tree Program 
this year. You all brought Love, Joy and a Merry 
Christmas to more than 150 people!   
We would also like to thank Wayne Young for 
delivering the gifts to the Women’s Shelter and 
Kathleen for her help in getting gifts to the YMCA. 
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WAPC Online 

There are lots of ways to keep in touch with WAPC 
online! 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is 
updated all the time with new photos and 
information. 

 Did you know we have a church blog? 
  Oftentimes there is something on it to 
complement the Sunday morning sermon 
with more ―food for thought‖ at home—and 
many times this is in video format!  
www.wapc.net/blog  

 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go 
to the church website and follow the links in 
the top right hand corner of the main page of 
our website to connect with us on Social 
Media! 

Souper Bowl Of Caring 

Sunday February 5th  is Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday. Please give as generously as you are able. 
We are collecting for F.I.S.H.!  

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
We are going to begin our time together with video 
rather than with the Bible—using the series Living 
the Questions  
Every week we’ll watch a new, short video and talk 
about it.  These video presentations bring together 
over thirty different and highly acclaimed scholars, 
writers, and other ―experts‖ on open, broad-minded, 
and inclusive Christian faith.   We’ll hear their ideas 
about Christian faith in the world today—talk about 
it, and think together about what this has to do with 
our life as people who are seeking to follow Jesus. 
So come to Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
It’s all brand new—and we’d really love to have you 
with us! 
 

 
Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith will be leading a 

Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC 

11:45AM 
Parish Hall 

 
Join us for fun, games, singing, playing, and 

fellowship with each other! 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/blog
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Coming In 2012: 
Family Opportunity 

In our busy lives it can be difficult for a family to find 
a time to work together in service of others. 
FACT: 
The church enjoys coffee hour every Sunday. 

The hour is important to our community: 

a time for catching up with each other, 
a time for our youth to enjoy their youth room, 
a time for the little ones to enjoy the big kids, 
a time for the big kids to take care of the little ones. 

It seems a small mission.  But we know it is not.  We 
begin in January.  We’ll be asking.  Better yet tell us 
to put your family on our list. wapc@verizon.net. 

Soup-A-Thon 

Sunday, March 4TH @ 12 Noon, Parish Hall  
Enjoy a variety of soups and dessert too! Tickets are 
$ 6 for adults and $3 for children 10 & under.  
If you would like to donate a soup, call Estelle at 
908-756-2077. If you would like to donate a dessert 
call Peggy 908-668-0051 or Faye 908-755-8413.  
Get your appetite ready and join us for great food 
and a great time. 

 

 

 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

There are many opportunities to provide flowers for 
the sanctuary.  The 2012 Flower Chart through 
April is posted on the bulletin board in the Parish 
Hall. Please sign the chart for the Sunday of your 
choice and complete all required information on the 
signup sheet. It is the responsibility of the donor to 
contact a florist (or bring flowers from your garden)  
If you do not have a florist, Gray's, Rte. 22, in 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so.  
Leslie Hansen is also interested in doing flower 
arrangements; she may be called at 908 604-0337. 
Leslie will place your flowers in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday morning when she comes for choir.  
Gail Smith, PW Flower Chairperson (908-753-1249) 

 
 
 
Visions is published monthly. 
The due date for articles for the  
February newsletter is: 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Student Pastor: Christopher Bailey 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Director of Music:  Jeremy Messmer 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont

mailto:wapc@verizon.net
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Mission Opportunities 
WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian 
Church on the third Thursday of each month to 
serve meals at the Plainfield YMCA shelter. 
Members of CAPC prepare the meals and transport 
and serve the meals.  We volunteer to help to load 
the food, drive it to the Y and to serve the dinner.  
This is a great way for families to participate in 
mission together. Our next date to serve at the 
YMCA is 
January 19  If you are interested in helping out, 
contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission Committee 
for details at 908-754-1251.  

 

 
El Centro-Hispanoamericano 

525 E Front St, Plainfield, NJ 
Contact: Silvia Hernández, 908-753-8730 

E-mail:  shernandez@elcentronj.org 
  
The mission of El Centro is to assist immigrants from 
Latin American and elsewhere; particularly those who 
do not have access to publicly funded services. The 
center provides immigration and related free or 
subsidized low cost legal services, social services, 
education and advocacy regarding immigration issues.  
El Centro is housed in the lower level of the United 
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield since 1984.  
  
Volunteer Wish List: 
Teach  English as a Second Language 
Conduct citizenship classes (training provided) 
Help with research, grant writing, or non-profit 

administration skills 
Clothes:  winter coats and clothing for infants and 

toddlers 
Monetary donations for the purchase of non 
perishable food.  
  
 
 

 

 

 
 

In Lieu of sending Christmas cards,  
we would like to wish our friends at WAPC 

a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 Peggy & Jeff Bunnell 

 Dot Fenz  

 Gwyn Gronlund 

 Sarellen Hogan 

 Dot & Harry Hooker – Wishing our 
Church Families Happy Holidays! 

 Estelle Kennedy - A Blessed Holiday to 
My Church Family 

 Beverly & Harry Krausse 

 Tom & Dianne Ledder- -with wishes for 
all the Joys of Christmas 

 Joe & Faye Steinau 

 Louise Thul 

 Wayne & Fran Young 

All donations are used to assist with the  

Christmas gift program. 

mailto:shernandez@elcentronj.org
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Sunday Jan 15th after 
Church Service. 

Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet on Jan 5th at 11:30am at the 
home of Estelle Kennedy.  

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet Jan 2nd at the home of Fran 
Young at 7:30pm. 

 
 

Upcoming Events for Presbyterian 
Women 

All women of the church, of all ages, and their 
guests are always invited! 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 
Saturday January 28, 2012, 9:00 A.M. - 3:30 P.M. 
Mt. St. Mary’s House of Prayer, Watchung 
Retreat Leader:  Former WAPC Seminary Intern 
Kori Phillips 
Cost: $15.00 and food contribution for communal 
lunch.   Bring Bible, notebook, and pen.            
RSVP  to Gwyn Gronlund by January 22, 2012 
            Fee may be paid at the retreat.  
Sunday, March 4, 2012 
Annual Soup Luncheon, in Parish Hall, beginning 
about noon. Everyone invited! 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 
Basket weaving learning experience, all ages 
welcome, after worship, Bring bag lunch; dessert 
and beverages provided. 
Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Tea for women and their children, grandchildren or 
young friends, In Parish Hall after worship 
Sunday, June 3, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AS MANY EVENTS AS 
YOU CAN! 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other projects 
and come enjoy each other’s company, plus get a 
break from your busy week. We meet on Friday 
evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - sometimes in the 
church library and sometimes at someone’s house.  
We even go on field trips occasionally!  Come join 
us whenever you can – just call Gwyn Gronlund 
(908-754-1251) or Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-
753-2859, cell: 908-295-4754) to find out where we 
will be meeting that week! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Winter 
Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry of WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  We 
stitch at our meetings and on our own time to create 
comforting shawls. Our winter meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 Tuesday, January 17th at the home of 
 Fran Young. 
 Tuesday, February 21st, at the home of 
 Gail Smith. 
 Tuesday, March 20th, at the home of  
 Gwyn Gronlund. 

All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 9:30 
pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our 
projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All are 
welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information  
(908) 754-1251 
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WAPC PEOPLE, BIRTHDAYS, AND PRAYERS 
 

 

January Birthdays 
Bethann Herbert 1-Jan 
Tom McCann 3-Jan 
Gwyn Gronlund 4-Jan 
Devyn Ledder 4-Jan 
Meghan Ronk 6-Jan 
Olugbesan Adelaja 8-Jan 
Sean Slattery 9-Jan 
Amanda Lake 11-Jan 
Fiona Madeline Murphy 11-Jan 
Nancy Van Derbeek 13-Jan 
Erik Ledder 15-Jan 
Louise Thul 17-Jan 
Grace Landsperger 19-Jan 
Jake Watters 20-Jan 
Peggy Waldman 22-Jan 
Zoe Christine Peloso 22-Jan 
Pat Roselli 26-Jan 
Melanie Taylor 28-Jan 
Grace Hughes 31-Jan 
Christopher Ronk 31-Jan 
Gabriele Gerhard 31-Jan 

 

Change of Address 
Grace Landsperger  
1129 Boynton Avenue, # 2004 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
 
Grace Hughes 
Cadbury at Cherry Hill, Apt. #355 
2150 Route 38 
Cherry Hill, NJ   08002 
Shirley Ferri 
Sunrise Assisted Living 
Basking Ridge,  
Cards to Shirley may be sent in care of 
Dana Miller: 3 Laomatong Way 
Bedminster, NJ  07921 

 

 

Prayer List 

- Prayers of healing for Marc Matloff, undergoing 
surgery, brother-in-law of Ellen Lake 

- Prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman.  
- Prayers for the Congregation of Crescent Avenue 

and Rev. Robert Martin during this time of pastoral 
transition. 

- Please pray for peace in Congo, as well as for the 
continuing safety of our mission coworkers, the 
churches in Congo and for the Congolese people.  

- Prayers for Jeff Bunnell recovering from surgery. 
- Prayers of healing for Marilyn Maier, daughter of 

Helen Miller who has breast cancer. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake who is incarcerated and 

for her family.  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo and for 

his family. 
- Prayers of healing for all of those affected by 

natural disasters. 
- Prayers of healing for the City of Plainfield and the 

end of gun violence. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, Basking 

Ridge, NJ.   
- Alberta Vosburgh, at Arbor Glenn Continuing Care, 

Rm. 636.  
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley,  

Nancy Higgins, Elwood Whitely & Estelle Kennedy, 
at home.  

- Christopher Bailey, Our Seminary Intern.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is serving 

the Presbyterian Church in Guatemala  
- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard Williams, 

our mission co-workers in Colombia. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 

Regular Sunday Schedule: 

 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
4 p.m. Second Sunday(Jan-Mar) 
10:20 a.m. Church School 
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Monthly 

 1st & 3rd Sunday              Holy Communion 
 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 
 2nd Sunday Healing Service 
 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 
 3rd Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 2nd & 4th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 
 4th Sunday  Men’s Breakfast 
 3rd Tuesday Prayer Shawl Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 4 p.m. Second Sunday (Jan-Mar) 
 7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall  
Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 
Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 
Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 
Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 
Saturday Schedule 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
It is a pleasure to again report the roster of 
members! 
 
The current members are NOW: 
 
Alice Abbott 
Doris Abbot 
Wayne Fabricius 
Dorothy Fenz 
Robert Foster 
Robert Goellner 
Robert Hildebrandt 
Harry & Beverly Krausse 
Fred Landsperger 
Al Smith 
Dick & Gail McKenna 
Brooks & Gail Smith 
Al Christ 
Dot Gannon 
 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills 
and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive the 
recognition they deserve. 
If YOU know of anyone else that has done this, or 
left WAPC a legacy, please contact Pastor Shannan 
or Bob Goellner, his email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com   
Shannan can, of course, be reached through the 
office.  

If you would like information about how to 
remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, 
please reach out to Bob Goellner who will be 

happy to speak with you. 

 
 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com


JANUARY 2012 CHURCH SCHOOL & YOUTH 
GROUP 

Sunday 
January 1, 

2012 

No Church School, Childcare Room Open Communion 
Sunday 
New Years Day 

 

Sunday 
January 8, 

2012 
 

Evening 
Worship @ 
4PM with 

Church School  

Rachel Weissenburger 
Craft Sunday—Epiphany! 

 

Bring a dish to 
share for our 
Family Potluck 
Dinner after 
Evening Worship!   

Youth Group Families:  Time to sign up 
for the Summer 2012 Mission Trip to Stony 
Point New York!!!  Youth entering 9th grade 
and older can attend.  Cost is $100 for the 
week and scholarships are available.  Sign 
up with Kathleen in the church office at 
wapc@verizon.net  
 
Trip is June 24-29, 2012!!! 

Sunday 
January 15, 

2012 

 

Teacher 
Needed 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 We meet Samuel, 
who listened to 
God’s call 

Teacher Training 
for Church School 
with Pastor 
Shannan in Library 
after Worship 
 
Communion 
Sunday 

Youth Group: Bowling in Green Brook after 
Worship.  Bring $15 for shoe rental and 
lunch!    

Sunday 
January 22, 

2012 

Christopher Bailey Mark 1: 14-20 Learning about how 
the first disciples 
decided to follow 
Jesus 

  

Sunday 
January 29, 

2012 

Christopher Bailey Psalm 111 Joining the Psalmist 
in praising God 

 Youth Group in youth lounge, pizza lunch 
will be served!   

 
 

mailto:wapc@verizon.net


 
 

 

 

Our Sanctuary is beautified with 
an array of  

Christmas Poinsettias 



 
Given by: In Memory of: 

Deborah Borbely My dear father Arthur Metz 

Judith Botzan Stephen Michael Botzan 

The Burke & Ronk Our Mother, Jean M. McKean & our 
Families Aunt & Uncle, Joan & Stewart Black 

Bunny Dow Bill & Tim Dow,  
Isabelle and Ruth Martinson 

Wayne Fabricius My parents, Don & Betty Fabricius and 
my brother, Don Fabricius 

Don & Jeanne Fedoryk Beloved Family Members 

Kathleen Golmont Michele Butare & Rupe Fenz 

Gwyn Gronlund Ruth Ellen Gronlund & Paul Angely 

Sarellen Hogan Kira Michelle Alston, Peter Casey & 
Sarah Casey Hogan 

The Hooker Family Loved Ones 

Tom & Mary Imperato Judith Mason, Matilda Spegele, Mary 
Seitz and Elaine Holter 

Harry & Beverly Krausse Charles & Edward Krausse, 
Harold & Irene Davis 

Tom & Dianne Ledder Our parents, Stan & Vie Ledder,  
Chet & Edwa Wilhelm 

The McCann’s Thomas A. McCann, Jr., 
Charles & Ester Weigand,  
Ada & Florence Boulter, Jen Moravec, 
Joyce Weiss, Jay & Robert Crotty, Anita 
Szemes & Sylvia DeCaro,  

Shannan & Juan Ocampo Jesus Maria Ocampo Aguirre 

 

 
Given by: In Memory of: 

Presbyterian Women Departed Presbyterian Women 

Rodriguez Family William D. Griffin 

Chris, Meghan, 
 Katie & Patrick Ronk Our Father, Douglas Ronk 

Gail & Brooks Smith Loved Ones 

Faye & Joe Steinau Our Loved Ones 

Louise Thul Family members 
Peggy Waldman Elizabeth Sadlon, my mother 

Given by: In Honor of: 
Judith Botzan Women who work to support their 

families throughout the world. 

Harry & Beverly Krausse Our Grandchildren – Nicholas, Casey, 
Michael, Bryce, Alex, Danielle, Alexa, 
Stephanie, Kayla & Isabella 

Tom & Dianne Ledder Grandchildren: Devyn & Braeden 
Ledder, Eleanore Falck, Laura & 
Emanuel Arriaza 

Shannan & Juan Ocampo The Ministry of WAPC 

Gail & Brooks Smith Freja, Zamea, and Zoe 

Louise Thul My Family 
 
Given by: To God’s Glory for: 
Tom & Dianne Ledder Loved Ones 

The McCann’s Kaity’s baby girl 

Faye & Joe Steinau Our Children & Grandchildren



 

 

DITCH THE WORKOUT 
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Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church  Telephone: 908-755-2781 / 2775 
170 Watchung Avenue  Email:  wapc@verizon.net 
North Plainfield, NJ  07060  Web:  www.wapc.net 
  Fax:  908-756-7981 

 

VISIONS  February 2012 

 

Something New In 2012!!! 
 

SECOND SUNDAYS 
February 12  & March 11 

 

Worship in the Evening instead of the Morning! 
 

4PM Worship 
5PM Potluck Family Dinner (bring something to share) 

 

Church School & Childcare at the same time as Worship 

 

All are welcome!  
 

 



 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church  Telephone: 908-755-2781 / 2775 
170 Watchung Avenue  Email:  wapc@verizon.net 
North Plainfield, NJ  07060  Web:  www.wapc.net 
  Fax:  908-756-7981 

 
Many of you have been asking about the itinerary for my trip to Colombia this month, especially 
after Juan shared in worship last Sunday that I’m going somewhere dangerous and people need to 
pray for me!  I promise, I’m not taking any unnecessary risks!  I want to come back home to New 
Jersey!!! 
 
As you know, I serve on the board for the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and my assignment for 
that is to supervise our relationship with the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia (known by its 
acronym of IPC) and our Accompaniment Program.  We have a staff person, Rev. Linda Eastwood 
who is based in Chicago who oversees much of the day-to-day work this entails.   Linda and I are co-
leading a delegation for the Peace Fellowship, taking 8 Presbyterians from around the United States 
to Colombia for a ten-day delegation (I’m leaving the delegation a day and a half early to be home in 
time for worship on Feb. 12th).    
 
We will be visiting two of the three presbyteries that make up the IPC.  One of them is the Urubá 
Presbytery which is in the border area of Colombia and Panama in the Northwest corner of the 
country.  The Urubá region has been embattled for over a century, mostly over the banana and 
plantain plantations, labor issues, and land grabs.  This is also the skinniest part of Colombia near 
Panama and the site of a proposed second canal, a project which has never happened, but increased 
the pressure on the region.  The church in this part of the country is under great threat, and the 
congregations in that region need our accompaniment and our support so that they can continue 
the ministry they feel called to in the midst of great violence, lawlessness, and unrest.   We will also 
be visiting the congregations in the capital city of Bogotá, as well as some human rights groups, and 
the United States Embassy to talk with them about our concerns as US citizens and Presbyterians 
about the challenges our sisters and brothers in Christ face.  We always visit the Embassy and the 
Embassy is always very helpful.  They have told us that the Presbyterians visit them the most.  You 
know that saying about the squeaky wheel….  
 

 
Map of Colombia.  Find the town of “Turbo” in the Northwest corner, that’s where I’ll be going, 

along with the capital of Bogotá in the middle of the country. 
 
The most fascinating thing to me about the IPC is that they exist in a country of great violence 
where nearly everyone has a gun, and has the history of too many things being settled by violent 

http://www.ipcol.org/
http://presbypeacefellowship.org/colombia/accompaniment


 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church  Telephone: 908-755-2781 / 2775 
170 Watchung Avenue  Email:  wapc@verizon.net 
North Plainfield, NJ  07060  Web:  www.wapc.net 
  Fax:  908-756-7981 

acts large and small.  Yet the IPC has staked out a very unusual position in their country: they are 
100% committed to being a nonviolent witness because of their faith in Jesus Christ.   This is 
stunning because this is so counter-cultural in their context.  But they are committed to their faith 
and witness in a way we are oftentimes afraid to emulate here in the United States.  So our 
delegation will be learning about nonviolence from a Christian perspective and thinking about what 
this means for us.  We’ll be visiting congregations, joining them for worship, and visiting their 
mission sites.  Rev. Mamie Broadhurst who many of you met this summer when she and her 
husband, Rev. Richard Williams led us in worship in July and who we support as PC(USA) Mission 
Co-Workers in Colombia will also be with us on the delegation to provide leadership.    
 
So, if you want to keep up with what we are doing, I must tell you that it will be a little bit difficult.  
We are planning to write blog posts to be posted online and a reporter is travelling with us from the 
national Presbyterian News Services who will write stories about the trip and the ministry of the 
IPC.  But most of those articles won’t go up until we get back.  I promise I’ll host an evening when I 
get return to show photos and tell stories of what the church in Colombia is up to.   It is always a gift 
and a blessing to be in contact with our global church partners and see what sort of mission and 
work God in Jesus Christ is calling the larger church to in other parts of the world and how we can 
learn from each other!  Trips like these also re-energize my spirit and faith, renewal I need to 
nurture.   
 
Thank you so much to everyone for your outreach, thoughts and prayers as I embark on an 
adventure in mission during this month.   Juan will be sure to let everyone know how I’m making 
out on the trip, and I know that God will accompany us as we walk beside the church in Colombia 
during those days.  I’m also going two days early to see family, since I haven’t been to Colombia in 
over a year and a half, and so seeing family as you can imagine is an important priority too, but one 
I won’t have much time for this trip.  Sofia is coming along, but not going to Urubá, she’s staying the 
whole time in Bogotá with her grandmother who she also hasn’t seen since 2010, so you can 
imagine how excited Sofia and her Abuelita are to see each other!    
 
I look forward to seeing all of you when I get back at our evening worship service on Sunday 
February 12th!   I will take greetings and best wishes from our congregation to the churches I 
will visit in Colombia!   (By the way our website statistics tell us that Colombia is the #1 
international country that visits our WAPC website, so they are following what we are doing in 
ministry here in New Jersey!) 
 
Peace, 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
 

We are excited to welcome the Rev. Nancy Asbury as our guest preacher on Feb. 5th.  Nancy 
is the Executive Director of the Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity and a member of 

Elizabeth Presbytery. 
 
 

Rev. Karen Chamis, Pastor of Roselle Presbyterian Church is on-call for pastoral care  
Feb. 2-11.  Information about how to reach Karen is in the newsletter and bulletin 

announcements and can be obtained at the church office. 

 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/broadhurst-mamie-and-richard-williams/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/broadhurst-mamie-and-richard-williams/
http://www.pcusa.org/aboutpcnews/


4 

WAPC Memorial Garden 
“A Time to Renovate” 

The best way to get something done is to begin.  With this philosophy in 
mind the MG committee voted last spring to begin planning for much 
needed renovations in the Memorial Garden. 
To our knowledge, the soil has not been tested and improved since the 
garden was created in 1994. The plantings consist mainly of evergreens 
that have outgrown their space, even dwarfing the granite cross that is 
centered in the bed along the ramp.  We wish to maintain the 
humbleness of our garden, but would like it to express more joy and 
passion by introducing a dwarf flowering tree as a focal point and 
adding ornamentals and grasses to give grace and balance in the garden. 
We are eager to open the planting areas up and introduce a succession 
of blooming plants with varying texture and foliage. 
In the spring, some of the overgrown, misshapen, diseased evergreens 
will be removed, beds will be reshaped, soil will be conditioned, new 
plantings will be purchased and planted.  The design, soil conditioning 
and planting can be done by some of the members of the Memorial 
Garden committee; however, the largest shrubbery will have to be 
removed carefully and professionally. As with any renovation that is to 
be made, there is a cost.   
The MG committee is seeking donations to help with the garden 
renovation. Since Gail Smith announced the need to renovate the garden 
at the annual meeting in January, 2011, there have been three WAPC 
members who have donated $1,050 toward the renovation.  Our goal is 
$2,500.  
If you have friends or family members you would like to honor or loved 
ones you would like to remember with a gift to the garden renovation 
project, checks may be made to WAPC, The Memorial Garden and 
given to Gail Smith, chairperson of the committee. 
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OUR SEMINARY INTERN FOR 2011-2012, CHRIS BAILEY 
 
WAPC Members and Friends, 
 
As I let you know last week, our student Chris Bailey is taking a leave of absence from 
Princeton Seminary and his last Sunday with us will be on January 29, 2012.  We are all so 
sorry to see Chris go, but know this is the right decision for him at this time.  We send Chris 
to his next step in his journey with our love and with our prayers.    
 
We are taking time in worship at the church luncheon on January 29th to celebrate Chris.  If 
you missed this opportunity to reach out to Chris, his address in South Carolina is listed 
below if you would like to send him a card.  Below is Chris’ letter to the WAPC 
congregation. 
 
Please join me in surrounding Chris with our prayers during this time. 
--Pastor Shannan 

 
Dear WAPC-- 

 
First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for welcoming into 

your community of worship over the past year.  I truly learned a great deal from each of 
you, as this church became my own spiritual home away from home.  My time here has 
certainly proven to be one of the most impactful parts of my seminary education.   

At this time, however, events have occurred in my personal life that have led to 
make the decision to take a leave of absence from seminary.  At this time, it is my hope to 
take this time as an opportunity to rest, spend time with my family, and continue to 
examine my call into ministry.  While discussing my decision with friends, Henry Coates 
rightly pointed out that the process of entering into ministry is not merely a three-year 
process, but one that lasts a lifetime.  For this reason, I believe that taking this break to 
work through some of my own personal issues will allow me to become a more well-
rounded and approachable minister.   

Once again, I would like to whole-heartedly thank you for being such an 
instrumental part of my pastoral formation and I truly hope that we are able to have a 
continued relationship with each other as we both continue to grow in ministry.   
 
Sincerely,  
Chris Bailey      
5 Dahlglen Ave. 
Greenville, SC 29607 
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February Worship and Church Information 
February Worship 

Feb 5th:  Rev. Nancy Asbury 
               guest preacher/Souper Bowl of Caring 

Sacrament:  Communion 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40: 21-31 &  
                    Mark 1: 29-39  

Feb 12th:  4pm Service  
 Scripture:  Wisdom of Solomon 6: 12-16 & 
                                1 Corinthians 13 

Sermon:  “What Does the Bible Say  
                   about Love?” 

Feb 19th:  Transfiguration of the Lord/Installation 
              and Ordination of New Church Officeers 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture:  2 Kings 2: 1-12 &  
                    Mark 9: 2-9  
Sermon:  “Getting Honest about Who 
                    You are” 

Feb22nd:  Ash Wednesday 
Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture:  Isaiah 58: 1-12, Psalm 51:1-17, 
                   Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-20, 
                   2 Corinthians 5: 20-6:10 

Sermon:  “What a Real Revolution in 
                    Lent Might Look Like” 

Feb 26th:  Fist Sunday in Lent/Blanket Sunday 
Scripture:  Genesis 9: 8-17 &  
                   Mark 1: 9-15 
Sermon:  “Remembering a Covenant” 

Thank You 

I would like to thank everyone for their cards, 
prayers, phone calls, and visits following my hip 
surgery and recent hospitalizations.  I am now on 
the mend and hope to see everyone at church soon. 

Pastor Shannan will be out of the office 
February 2-11, 2012 in Colombia leading a 
delegation. 
Rev. Karen Chamis of the Roselle 
Presbyterian Church is on call for pastoral 
care needs.   
She can be reached at 908-217-7725 

Key Cards 

We have a new policy for replacement of key cards.  
Due to the cost of the cards we will need to collect a 

fee of $10.00 for replacement of lost key cards. 

.2012 Per Capita Amount 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 
per member. If each member pays their share, it will 
free up money for other purposes. Place your 
$36.60 in the per capita envelope  

Congregational Meeting 

Congregational Meeting and Luncheon and 
Celebrating Chris Bailey,Sunday January 29th. We 
will share lunch in the Parish Hall immediately after 
worship followed by our meeting. Childcare will be 
provided free of charge during the congregational 
meeting (kids have lunch first up in the Parish Hall).  

Annual Reports 2012 

In an effort to save paper and ―go green‖ a limited 
number of Annual Reports will be printed this year.   
The report will be uploaded to the WAPC website 
with an email reminder to view it online to all 
members.  During the Annual Meeting each report 
will be projected to the screen in the Parish Hall for 
viewing.   If you would like a paper copy of the 
Annual Report, please contact the church office. 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of 
mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no 
more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission 
Room.   The donations are collected and taken to 
the Food Bank every Sunday.  The Food Bank 
serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
Please give as generously as you are able. 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 
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WAPC Online 

There are lots of ways to keep in touch with WAPC 
online! 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is 
updated all the time with new photos and 
information. 

 Did you know we have a church blog? 
  Oftentimes there is something on it to 
complement the Sunday morning sermon 
with more ―food for thought‖ at home—and 
many times this is in video format!  
www.wapc.net/blog  

 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go 
to the church website and follow the links in 
the top right hand corner of the main page of 
our website to connect with us on Social 
Media! 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
We are going to begin our time together with video 
rather than with the Bible—using the series Living 
the Questions  
Every week we’ll watch a new, short video and talk 
about it.  These video presentations bring together 
over thirty different and highly acclaimed scholars, 
writers, and other ―experts‖ on open, broad-minded, 
and inclusive Christian faith.   We’ll hear their ideas 
about Christian faith in the world today—talk about 
it, and think together about what this has to do with 
our life as people who are seeking to follow Jesus. 
So come to Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
It’s all brand new—and we’d really love to have you 
with us! 

 
Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith will be leading a 

Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC 

11:45AM 
Parish Hall 

 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 

Update On Recent Wapc Seminary 
Interns 

Sarah Henkel has been called as the Cross-Cultural 
Network Coordinator at Hudson River Presbytery 
(NY).  She is also a Parish Associate at the White 
Plains Presbyterian Church.  She will be ordained in 
March 2012! 
Andrew Scales is serving as Associate Pastor for 
Youth and Collegiate Ministries at the Davidson 
College Presbyterian Church (NC).  He was installed 
to this position on January 22, 2012 following his 
ordination this past fall. 
Kori Phillips was certified ready to receive a call by 
her home Presbytery in Ohio in January 2012.  She 
is now circulating her resume, looking for her first 
call!  She graduates from Princeton Seminary this 
spring. 
Henry Coates graduates from Princeton Seminary 
this spring.  He is applying to additional post-
graduate programs in theology. 
 
We give thanks to God for the paths to service to the 
Church that are opening up for these four recent 
Seminary Interns from WAPC.  We are grateful to be 
a part of the larger church and our connections 
together! 

 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/blog
http://www.hudrivpres.org/
http://www.dcpc.org/
http://www.dcpc.org/
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Soup-A-Thon 

Sunday, March 4TH @ 12 Noon, Parish Hall  
Enjoy a variety of soups and dessert too! Tickets are 
$ 6 for adults and $3 for children 10 & under. Tickets 
on sale Feb.5-26th.during Coffee Hour. 
If you would like to donate a soup, call Estelle at 
908-756-2077. If you would like to donate a dessert 
call Peggy 908-668-0051 or Faye 908-755-8413.  
Get your appetite ready and join us for great food 
and a great time.  

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

The 2012 Flower Calendar( January-April) is on 
the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in 
this ministry provides flowers in the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us 
to honor or remember loved ones or special life 
events. Please sign your name and phone number 
next to the date of your choice and Kathleen 
Golmont, church administrator will contact you prior 
to that date as a reminder.  
 
It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist 
(or bring flowers from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so. 
Leslie Hansen(908 604 0337) also designs flower 
arrangements. Leslie will place your flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for 
choir. If you have any questions. please call Gail 
Smith, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 
 
 
Visions is published monthly. 
The due date for articles for the  
March newsletter is: 

Monday, February 20, 2012 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Director of Music:  Jeremy Messmer 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont 

 

Greetings from Guatemala 

Saludos Pastor Shannan and WAPC, 
 
I am writing to keep you abreast of the wonderful 
experience I have having in Guatemala.  I am 
learning K'iche', the second most spoken language 
in Guatemala at Celas Maya in Xelaju, 
Quetzaltenango, as well as Mayan Anthropology 
and it is going extremely well.  As part of the 
program, lectures and trips regarding Mayan 
anthropology, including religious practices and 
beliefs, have been incredibly helpful in 
understanding the current religious and cultural 
tensions.  This will form the basis of my work here 
as I interact with my colleagues in ministry here as 
well as in volunteer positions. 
 
Through Dr. Karla Koll, whom I met with before this 
trip as well as recently in Quetzaltenango for coffee, 
I have made connections with the Maya Q'uiche' 
Presbytery as well as Bethel Presbyterian Church 
here in Xelaju, but it has been a slow start as 
communication and transportation, on both ends, is 
hard to come by in this developing part of 
Guatemala.  I hope to have something in place by 
next week, which might include an introductory 
course in theology at the Biblical Institute run by the 
Presbytery and sponsored by CEDEPCA, in which 
Dr. Karla Koll plays a central role. I have also 
developed a relationship with Rafael Landívar 
University, a Jesuit school, to perhaps include them 
in my work. 
 
I am thankful to have had the Seminary's support in 
this endeavor via the Graduate Study Fellowship 
award and also the prayer and support from WAPC 
in my journey.   I hope to write when the volunteer 
and Presbytery options are better established so as 
to provide a more thorough update. For now, I am 
safe and truly grateful for this wonderful opportunity. 
 
Many Blessings, 
 
Edwin R. Estevez 

 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/koll-karla-ann/
http://www.cedepca.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=89&Itemid=76
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Mission Opportunities 
Second Sundays 

Please remember that on the second Sunday of 
each month, the loose change/cash offering in the 
plates goes to support the Deacon’s Emergency 
Fund.  This is our congregations only fund that is 
used to help those who call our church in need.  
This fund is below $200 currently, and the needs in 
the community are great.  Please remember this 
fund of the Board of Deacons.   Thank you! 

Meals at the Plainfield YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian 
Church on the third Thursday of each month to 
serve meals at the Plainfield YMCA shelter. 
Members of CAPC prepare the meals and transport 
and serve the meals.  We volunteer to help to load 
the food, drive it to the Y and to serve the dinner.  
This is a great way for families to participate in 
mission together. Our next date to serve at the 
YMCA is 
February 16  If you are interested in helping out, 
contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission Committee 
for details at 908-754-1251.  

 
Will be on Sunday February 5th.  This is a 
nationwide, youth-led mission experience!  The 
youth group will be helping lead worship, and will 
be on hand after worship to collect your special 
offering.  The youth are donating their offering 
this year to the North Plainfield FISH food bank.    

 
El Centro-Hispanoamericano 

525 E Front St, Plainfield, NJ 
Contact: Silvia Hernández, 908-753-8730 

E-mail:  shernandez@elcentronj.org 
  
The mission of El Centro is to assist immigrants from 
Latin American and elsewhere; particularly those who 
do not have access to publicly funded services. The 
center provides immigration and related free or 
subsidized low cost legal services, social services, 
education and advocacy regarding immigration issues.  
El Centro is housed in the lower level of the United 
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield since 1984.  
  
Volunteer Wish List: 
Teach  English as a Second Language 
Conduct citizenship classes (training provided) 
Help with research, grant writing, or non-profit 

administration skills 
Clothes:  winter coats and clothing for infants and 

toddlers 
Monetary donations for the purchase of  

non perishable food. 
  
 
 

http://www.plainfieldy.org/
mailto:shernandez@elcentronj.org
http://www.elcentronj.org/
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Crop Report 

This year’s Plainfield/North Plainfield CROP walk 
earned $8,463.  While down slightly from last year it 
is nevertheless an excellent amount.  The day was 
beautiful and the walkers enthusiastic.  But, most 
important, the needy around the world, nation and 
Plainfield/North Plainfield received some assistance. 
The top five fund raisers this year are:  
1. Dianne Ledder, Watchung Ave. Pres.  
2. Phil Anderson, Plainfield Elks Club.  
3. Rev. Damaris Ortega, United Church of Christ  
4. Lynn Lampariello, Watchung Ave. Pres.   
5. Diane Rodriguez, United Pres.   
In addition to the above those at WAPC who 
earned $200 or more:  Ellen Lake, Gwyn Gronlund.   
Those that earned $100 or more:   
Wayne Fabricius, Zoe Peloso.   
Great Job All !! 
We would like to thank everyone who participated in 
any way for being part of this year’s walk.  We also 
would like to call your attention to this October 
21 when our walk will celebrate its 40th year!  
Plainfield/North Plainfield was one of the seven 
founding walks in NJ.  So, spread the word, bring 
some friends and family.  Let’s all try and make the 
40th one of the best. 
 God Bless You All! 
Tom Ledder,  Coordinator/Assist. Treasurer 
Al Smith,  Treasurer/Assist. Coordinator 

Blanket Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

Blanket Sunday is Feb 26th this year.  Severe 
storms, floods and tornadoes devastated large 
areas of the United States in April, May and June 
2011 and blankets were a part of it.  Church World 
Service gives help nationally and internationally. 
Below are examples from last year: 
Dominican Republic 

 2,010 lightweight blankets and 750 
heavyweight blankets to partner agency 
Servicio Social de Iglesias Dominicana in 
support of on-going program work  

New Jersey 
 1,020 lightweight blankets and 1,020 

heavyweight blankets to the Community 
Food Bank of NJ, located in Hillside, in 
response to Hurricane Irene  

 150 heavyweight blankets to Bridges 
Outreach in Summit for distribution to area 
homeless  

The impacted areas in New Jersey and elsewhere 
are now beyond the clean-up phase of their 
recovery. Long Term Recovery Committees have 
formed and are hard at work developing and 
implementing plans for the recovery of homes and 
communities.  
Intensive training has been and continues to be 
provided by CWS and its member communions. 
Training has been conducted in the areas of Long 
Term Recovery Basics, LTR Committee 
organization, Disaster Case Management, 
Emotional and Spiritual Care, Construction 
Management, Volunteer Management and other 
specialized areas as requested by the survivors. 
CWS Emergency Specialists have conducted on-
the-ground training in Alabama, Kentucky, Georgia, 
Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina, Vermont, 
Missouri and New York. 
Material goods shipped in the United States include 
2,400 Clean Up Buckets, 1,150 Blankets, 10,350 
Hygiene Kits, 6,400 School Kits, and 1,425 Baby 
Kits. The total value of these items is about 
$400,000. Shipping costs are approximately 
$60,000. 
CWS is remarkable for its use of funds: Activities 
87%, Information and Fund Raising 9% and 
Administration 4%. Our dollars go a long, long way. 
CWS has full disclosure of its programs and 
finances on its website. (Information taken from 
CWS website.) 
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet on Feb 2nd at 11:30am at the 
home of Estelle Kennedy.  Bring a Bag Lunch, 

dessert and coffee provided. 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Sunday Feb 5th  
 after Church Service. 

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet Feb 6th  at the home of 
Fran Young at 7:30pm. 

 
 

Upcoming Events for Presbyterian 
Women 

All women of the church, of all ages, and their 
guests are always invited! 

 
Sunday, March 4, 2012 
Annual Soup Luncheon, in Parish Hall, beginning 
about noon. Everyone invited! 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 
Basket weaving learning experience, all ages 
welcome, after worship, Bring bag lunch; dessert 
and beverages provided. 
Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Tea for women and their children, grandchildren or 
young friends, In Parish Hall after worship 
Sunday, June 3, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AS MANY EVENTS AS 
YOU CAN! 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other projects 
and come enjoy each other’s company, plus get a 
break from your busy week. We meet on Friday 
evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - sometimes in the 
church library and sometimes at someone’s house.  
We even go on field trips occasionally!  Come join 
us whenever you can – just call Gwyn Gronlund 
(908-754-1251) or Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-
753-2859, cell: 908-295-4754) to find out where we 
will be meeting that week! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Winter 
Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry of WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  We 
stitch at our meetings and on our own time to create 
comforting shawls. Our winter meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 Tuesday, February 21st, at the home of 
 Gwyn Grunlund. 
 Tuesday, March 20th, at the home of  
 Cathy Boleyn. 
All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 9:30 
pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our 
projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All are 
welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information  
(908) 754-1251 
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WAPC PEOPLE, BIRTHDAYS, AND PRAYERS 
 

 

February Birthdays 

Andrew Lake 2-Feb 
Faye Steinau 7-Feb 
Harry Krausse 10-Feb 
Harriet Stambaugh 14-Feb 
Leslie Hansen 17-Feb 
Jessie Schaedel 19-Feb 
Evelyn LaMaire 21-Feb 
Helen Bradley 22-Feb 
Patricia Taylor 25-Feb 
Debbie Borberly 26-Feb 
Autumn Rodriguez 27-Feb 
Andrew Lake 2-Feb 
Faye Steinau 7-Feb 
Harry Krausse 10-Feb 
Harriet Stambaugh 14-Feb 
Leslie Hansen 17-Feb 
Jessie Schaedel 19-Feb 
Evelyn LaMaire 21-Feb 
Helen Bradley 22-Feb 
Patricia Taylor 25-Feb 
Debbie Borberly 26-Feb 

 

Change of Address 
Grace Landsperger  
1129 Boynton Avenue, # 2004 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
 
Grace Hughes 
Cadbury at Cherry Hill, Apt. #355 
2150 Route 38 
Cherry Hill, NJ   08002 
Shirley Ferri 
Sunrise Assisted Living 
Basking Ridge,  
Cards to Shirley may be sent in care of 
Dana Miller: 3 Laomatong Way 
Bedminster, NJ  07921 

 

 

Prayer List 

- Prayers of healing for Rev. Adelaida Jimenez 
who is having eye surgery on Monday. 

- Prayers of comfort for the Family of Alberta 
Vosburgh as they grieve her loss and 
celebrate her life 

- Prayers for Pastor Shannan during her trip to 
Colombia and for all members of her 
delegation. 

- Prayers of Healing for Sam Chapin, recovering 
from surgery for a broken ankle.  (131 
Riverside Dr. #2C, NY, NY  10024). 

- Prayers for Jeff Bunnell recovering from 
surgery. 

- Prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman.  
- Prayers of healing for Marilyn Maier, daughter 

of Helen Miller who has breast cancer. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake who is incarcerated 

and for her family.  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo 

and for his family. 
- Prayers of healing for the City of Plainfield and 

the end of gun violence. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, 

Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, 

Grace Higgins,  
Elwood Whitely Bob Monteith & Estelle 
Kennedy, at home.  

- Christopher Bailey, Our Seminary Intern.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is 

serving the Presbyterian Church in Guatemala 
during 2012. 

- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard 
Williams, our mission co-workers in Colombia. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 
Regular Sunday Schedule: 
 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
4 p.m. Second Sunday(Jan-Mar) 
10:20 a.m. Church School 
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Monthly 

 1st & 3rd Sunday              Holy Communion 
 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 
 2nd Sunday Healing Service 
 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 
 3rd Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 2nd & 4th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 
 4th Sunday  Men’s Breakfast 
 3rd Tuesday Prayer Shawl Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 4 p.m. Second Sunday (Jan-Mar) 
 7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall  
Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 
Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 
Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 
Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 
Saturday Schedule 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
It is a pleasure to again report the roster of 
members! 
 
The current members are NOW: 
 
Alice Abbott 
Doris Abbot 
Wayne Fabricius 
Dorothy Fenz 
Robert Foster 
Robert Goellner 
Robert Hildebrandt 
Harry & Beverly Krausse 
Fred Landsperger 
Al Smith 
Dick & Gail McKenna 
Brooks & Gail Smith 
Al Christ 
Dot Gannon 
 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills 
and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive the 
recognition they deserve. 
If YOU know of anyone else that has done this, or 
left WAPC a legacy, please contact Pastor Shannan 
or Bob Goellner, his email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com   
Shannan can, of course, be reached through the 
office.  

If you would like information about how to 
remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, 
please reach out to Bob Goellner who will be 

happy to speak with you. 

 
 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com


FEBRUARY CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP INFORMATION AND 
ACTIVITIES! 

Sunday February 
5, 2012 

 
Communion & 
Souper Bowl of 
Caring Sunday 

 

Teacher 
Needed! 

Mark 1: 29-39 Jesus’ mission 
on Earth 

Youth Group Families:  Sign up for the Summer 2012 Mission Trip to Stony Point 
New York!!!  Youth entering 9th grade and older can attend.  Cost is $100 for the 
week.  Trip is June 24-29, 2012!!!  Scholarships available! 
 
We are also doing a work weekend at Stony Point April 20-22nd.  Cost for weekend is 
$25/person.   Scholarships available! 
 
Sign up with Kathleen in the church office at wapc@verizon.net  

  Sunday February 
12, 2012 

 
Evening Worship 

@ 4PM with 
Church School!!! 

Rachel Weissenburger 
Craft Sunday 

Evening Worship at 4PM tonight!  
Potluck Dinner afterwards, all are 
welcome!   

Youth Group on Thursday February 16th.  
Serving at the Plainfield YMCA Shelter.   
Dinner following at La Strada in North 
Plainfield.   Meet at the Church at 6PM.    

Sunday February 
19, 2012 

 
Communion 

Sunday 

Teacher 
Needed! 

Mark 9: 2-9 The 
Transfiguration 

Sacraments  Class for 3rd and 4th Graders with Pastor Shannan after 
Worship.  11:30-1PM with lunch.  Sign up at wapc@verizon.net  
 

Tuesday February 
21, 2012 

 
Shrove Tuesday 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at 6:30PM in the Parish Hall.   Funds to support the youth mission trips to Stony Point!   
Sign up to help at the church office.    

Sunday February 
26, 2012 

Jake 
Watters 

Genesis 9: 8-17 God’s promises 
to Noah 

Sacraments  Class for 3rd and 4th Graders with Pastor Shannan after 
Worship.  11:30-1PM with lunch.  Sign up at wapc@verizon.net 
 

 
 

mailto:wapc@verizon.net
mailto:wapc@verizon.net
mailto:wapc@verizon.net


Egypt’s Revolutionary Year 
and the Church’s Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Free webinar organized by Presbyterian 
World Mission Wednesday, February 1 
2–3 p.m. EST 
Register now → 

Much has changed in the Middle East over the 
past year. In fact, the revolutionary wave of 
demonstrations and protests that began in Tunisia 
and spread throughout the Arab world that began 
in December 2010 are still ongoing, resulting in 
sweeping governmental changes in Tunisia, Egypt 
and Libya. In Egypt in particular, Hosni Mubarak 
resigned in February 2011 after 18 days of massive 
protests, ending his 30-year presidency. Time 
magazine named “the protester” its Person of the 
Year, signifying the importance and influence of 
the unrest in the world at this time. 

Many Christians not only participated in the 
protests in Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt, and still 
more served the injured at clinics and hospitals. 
Further, throughout the last year, the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Egypt found ways to 
engage with the Egyptian society through dialogue 
and service, and has played a proactive role in 
mapping out a new future for their country. 

Presbyterian work in Egypt is an undeniable 
mission success story. American Presbyterian 
mission activities in Egypt began in 1854 and 
under the auspices of the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America. Hundreds of mission 
coworkers served in Egypt for about twelve 
decades as educators, theological teachers, 
medical teams, rural health workers, agricultural 
experts, engineers and other specialists. The 
church planted by those early missionaries grew 
into the largest Protestant church in the Middle 

East, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of 
Egypt, Synod of the Nile. 

In this webinar, you’ll: 
 hear directly from one of our global 

partners in Egypt and discover what the 
church is doing to provide a witness to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; 

 gain deeper understanding of the 
revolutionary events that are sweeping the 
Middle East, and learn about helpful 
resources for further reading and study; 

 find out how you can pray for Egyptians;  

 discover ways you can be engaged with the 
work of Presbyterian World Mission as it 
stands shoulder to shoulder in solidarity 
with the Egyptian Church; 

Panelists include: 
The Rev. Dr. Atef Gendy 
President of Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Cairo 

  

  

 
 
Amgad Beblawi 
Area Coordinator, the Middle 
East, Central Asia and Europe, 
Presbyterian World Mission 

  

You are an important part of the conversation! 
Join us with your questions for Egypt’s 
Revolutionary Year and the Church’s Response. 
Register now → 
After registering you will receive a confirmation e-
mail containing information about joining the 
webinar. 
System Requirements 
PC-based attendees 
Required: Windows® 7, Vista, XP or 2003 Server 

Macintosh®-based attendees 
Required: Mac OS® X 10.5 or newer

 
For Additional Info, Contact Elsie Jenkins 908-756-6060 ext #131 

https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2fregister%2f235936274&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fglobal%2farab-awakening%2f&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fglobal%2farab-awakening%2f&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fglobal%2fegypt%2f&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fglobal%2fegypt-history%2f&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fgamc.pcusa.org%2fministries%2fglobal%2fegypt-history%2f&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617
https://community.pcusa.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww2.gotomeeting.com%2fregister%2f235936274&srcid=6235&srctid=1&erid=5750617


 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Youth Group Bowling in January 
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VISIONS  March 2012 
 

Daylight Savings Time 

Sunday, March 11th clocks spring ahead. 

SECOND SUNDAY 
March 11th  

 

Worship in the Evening instead of the Morning! 
 

4PM Worship 
5PM Potluck Family Dinner (bring something to share) 

 

Church School & Childcare at the same time as Worship 

 

All are welcome!  
 

 Spring seems to be coming to us earlier this year…daffodils blooming, buds on the 
trees, and early sightings of birds that we might not see on a more “normal” year until late 
March or early April.   We all feel like spring is just a little bit more in the air this year—and 
the promise of warm weather seems like it is just around the corner!  Good news!   
  

Like the early spring outside, I see and feel new things and new energy going on around 
the congregation.  Here are just a few: 

 Evening worship has been a really great experiment for us to have undertaken.  
During the month of March we are also going to evaluate the evening worship 
experiment with a survey which has been developed by four members of the 
Session.    So, please take part in this important survey!   Evening worship to me is a 
sign of renewal because we are taking some risks and trying out some new things.  
All of this is good even if it stretches us!   God does not call us to stay in one place, 
but to always be people on the move!!!    

 Three members of our congregation—Cathy Boylen, Bob Goellner, and John Sullivan 
are going to be participating in an initiative called the Jeremiah Journey with a small 
team from each congregation in our Plainfield Cluster (us, Crescent Avenue, Bethel, 
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United, and Nuevas Fronteras).  This is a process which is being facilitated by the 
Center for Parish Redevelopment out of Chicago and they will be helping us with the 
assistance of a local trained facilitator to work on plans and visioning for sharing of 
ministry and redevelopment for the Plainfields.  This is an exciting sign of new life in 
our shared ministry in the Plainfields! 

 We have a new book group that began in February and is already building up quite a 
bit of momentum!  You can join each month and read a book with us and talk about 
some of the issues of the day.   Another place of new life in our congregation. 

 The choirs are doing wonderful ministry in our church as they lead us in worship—
please take a moment to thank members of the choirs!!!  The selections and quality 
of music that are being generated are helping us feel the presence of God’s Spirit as 
we worship.   Music lifts our spirits and helps us to focus on God—and yes, is 
another sign of renewal in our midst! 
 

I could go on with more examples but these are just a few.  The season of spring is a 
reminder that life goes on.  The natural world has this remarkable ability to recreate itself 
every year, even after being dormant for a period of time.   Our faith teaches us that the 
natural world is God’s Creation, and so when we think about nature bursting into color 
after a winter of rest we know that God is at work.   I always find myself getting more 
physical energy this time of the year.  The days are beginning to lengthen, the air is 
warming up.  I want to be outside again and I want to do something new.    I sense that 
there is a spring-time of energy going on around Watchung Avenue—and it is drawing you 
into the story of God in new ways! 
 
Take a look around.  Where do you sense the movement of God—something new taking 
shape or being renewed?    I hope you will join us this month in the many new things God is 
doing in our midst! 
 
Peace, 
 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
 
 

THREE EASY WAYS TO TAKE THE WORSHIP SURVERY: 

1.  Go online to take the survey by clicking this link! 
2. If you receive our newsletter as a hard copy that you pick up at church or in your mailbox at 

home you will find an envelope to return your survey to the church office.  Please mail it 
back to Kathleen in the month of March! 

3. The survey will be available in the bulletin every Sunday in March, so you can fill it out 
when you are at the church—and just put it back in the offering plate or drop it through the 
mail slot at the church office! 

 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RFXSJXT
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WAPC Memorial Garden 
“A Time to Renovate” 

The best way to get something done is to begin.  With this philosophy in 
mind the MG committee voted last spring to begin planning for much 
needed renovations in the Memorial Garden. 
To our knowledge, the soil has not been tested and improved since the 
garden was created in 1994. The plantings consist mainly of evergreens 
that have outgrown their space, even dwarfing the granite cross that is 
centered in the bed along the ramp.  We wish to maintain the 
humbleness of our garden, but would like it to express more joy and 
passion by introducing a dwarf flowering tree as a focal point and 
adding ornamentals and grasses to give grace and balance in the garden. 
We are eager to open the planting areas up and introduce a succession 
of blooming plants with varying texture and foliage. 
In the spring, some of the overgrown, misshapen, diseased evergreens 
will be removed, beds will be reshaped, soil will be conditioned, new 
plantings will be purchased and planted.  The design, soil conditioning 
and planting can be done by some of the members of the Memorial 
Garden committee; however, the largest shrubbery will have to be 
removed carefully and professionally. As with any renovation that is to 
be made, there is a cost.   
The MG committee is seeking donations to help with the garden 
renovation. Since Gail Smith announced the need to renovate the garden 
at the annual meeting in January, 2011, there have been three WAPC 
members who have donated $1,050 toward the renovation.  Our goal is 
$2,500.  
If you have friends or family members you would like to honor or loved 
ones you would like to remember with a gift to the garden renovation 
project, checks may be made to WAPC, The Memorial Garden and 
given to Gail Smith, chairperson of the committee. 
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March Worship and Church Information 
March Worship 

March 4th:  Second Sunday in Lent/Soup-a-Thon 
Sacrament:  Communion 
Scripture:  Genesis 17: 1-17&  
                    Mark 1: 29-39 
Sermon:  “What is in a Promise” 

March 11th:  4pm Service Third Sunday in Lent 
  Daylight Savings/Spring ahead 
 Scripture:  Exodus 20: 1-7& 
                                1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
 Sermon:  “What Do You Need for Your 
                   Journey?” 
March 18th:  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
                     Celebrate the Gifts of Women 

Sacrament:  Communion 

 

March 25th:  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
                      Kori Phillips preaching 

 

Thank You 

I would like to thank everyone for their cards, 
prayers, phone calls, and visits following my hip 
surgery and recent hospitalizations.  I am now 
on the mend and hope to see everyone soon. 

Jeff Bunnell 

.2012 Per Capita Amount 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is 
$36.60 per member. If each member pays their 
share, it will free up money for other purposes. 
Place your $36.60 in the per capita envelope. 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of 
mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no 
more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission 
Room.   The donations are collected and taken to 
the Food Bank every Sunday.  The Food Bank 
serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
Please give as generously as you are able. 

 
Easter Plants 

We are creating a Spring Garden for 
Easter Sunday Worship.  This is a 
beautiful way to remember and honor 
loved ones!  Please see attached flyer or 
bulletin insert! 

Sarah Henkel 

The Sevice of Ordination 

Tuesday March 27, 2012 

At 5:00pm 

White Plains Presbyterian Church 

 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 

 

 

 

Soup-A-Thon 

Sunday, March 4TH @ 12 Noon, Parish Hall  
Enjoy a variety of soups and dessert too! Tickets are 
$ 6 for adults and $3 for children 10 & under.  
If you would like to donate a soup, call Estelle at 
908-756-2077. If you would like to donate a dessert 
call Peggy 908-668-0051 or Faye 908-755-8413.  
Get your appetite ready and join us for great food 
and a great time.  
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WAPC Online 

There are lots of ways to keep in touch with 
WAPC online! 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is 
updated all the time with new photos and 
information. 

 Did you know we have a church blog? 
  Oftentimes there is something on it to 
complement the Sunday morning sermon 
with more “food for thought” at home—
and many times this is in video format!  
www.wapc.net/blog  

 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   
Just go to the church website and follow 
the links in the top right hand corner of 
the main page of our website to connect 
with us on Social Media! 

 
Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith will be 

leading a Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC 
11:15AM New Time 

Parish Hall 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
We are going to begin our time together with video 
rather than with the Bible—using the series Living 
the Questions  
Every week we’ll watch a new, short video and talk 
about it.  These video presentations bring together 
over thirty different and highly acclaimed scholars, 
writers, and other “experts” on open, broad-minded, 
and inclusive Christian faith.   We’ll hear their ideas 
about Christian faith in the world today—talk about 
it, and think together about what this has to do with 
our life as people who are seeking to follow Jesus. 
So come to Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
It’s all brand new—and we’d really love to have you 
with us! 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

The 2012 Flower Calendar( January-April) is on 
the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in 
this ministry provides flowers in the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us 
to honor or remember loved ones or special life 
events. Please sign your name and phone number 
next to the date of your choice and Kathleen 
Golmont, church administrator will contact you prior 
to that date as a reminder.  
 
It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist 
(or bring flowers from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so. 
Leslie Hansen(908 604 0337) also designs flower 
arrangements. Leslie will place your flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for 
choir. If you have any questions. please call Gail 
Smith, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

Visions is published monthly. 
The due date for articles for the  
April newsletter is: 

Monday, March 19, 2012 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Director of Music:  Jeremy Messmer 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont 

 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/blog
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Mission Opportunities 
One Great Hour Of Sharing Offering 

The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering begins 
on March 11th.  We will be taking the offering as 

a congregation on Sunday 
April 1st.  You can follow along 
with stories about the offering 
that will be presented in 
worship and in the bulletin on 
March 11th, March 18th, and 
March 25th.  Please use the 

One Great Hour of Sharing envelope in your 
offering envelopes box or you may use the 
envelope that will be in your bulletin in worship 
on the April 1st.  The children will receive their 
materials on March 11th (caring calendar and 
Fish Coin Box). This offering goes to support 
three essential mission projects of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): Self 
Development of People, Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program.  More information about the 
offering can be found at www.pcusa.org/oghs . 

Meals at the Plainfield YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of 
each month to serve meals at the Plainfield 
YMCA shelter. Members of CAPC prepare the 
meals and transport and serve the meals.  We 
volunteer to help to load the food, drive it to the 
Y and to serve the dinner.  This is a great way 
for families to participate in mission together. 
Our next date to serve at the YMCA is 
March 15  If you are interested in helping out, 
contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission 
Committee for details at 908-754-1251.  

First Sundays 

Please remember that on the first Sunday of 
each month, the loose change/cash offering in 
the plates goes to support the Deacon’s 
Emergency Fund.  This is our congregations 
only fund that is used to help those who call our 
church in need.  This fund is below $200 
currently, and the needs in the community are 
great.  Please remember this fund of the Board 
of Deacons.   Thank you! 

 
El Centro-Hispanoamericano 

525 E Front St, Plainfield, NJ 
Contact: Silvia Hernández, 908-753-8730 

E-mail:  shernandez@elcentronj.org 
  
The mission of El Centro is to assist immigrants 
from Latin American and elsewhere; particularly 
those who do not have access to publicly funded 
services. The center provides immigration and 
related free or subsidized low cost legal services, 
social services, education and advocacy 
regarding immigration issues.  El Centro is 
housed in the lower level of the United 
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield since 1984.  
  
Volunteer Wish List: 
Teach  English as a Second Language 
Conduct citizenship classes (training provided) 
Help with research, grant writing, or non-profit 

administration skills 
Clothes:  winter coats and clothing for infants and 

toddlers 
Monetary donations for the purchase of  

non perishable food. 
  

http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
mailto:shernandez@elcentronj.org
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet on March 8th at 11:30am 
at the home of Gwyn Gronlund.  Bring a Bag 

Lunch, dessert and coffee provided. 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday March 6th  
 at 7:30pm at the home of Dianne Ledder. 

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet March 5th at the home 
of Dot Fenz at 1:30pm. 

 
 

Upcoming Events for Presbyterian 
Women 

All women of the church, of all ages, and their 
guests are always invited! 

 
Sunday, March 4, 2012 
Annual Soup Luncheon, in Parish Hall, 
beginning about noon. Everyone invited! 
Sunday, March 18, 2012 
Basket weaving learning experience, all ages 
welcome, after worship, Bring bag lunch; 
dessert and beverages provided. 
Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Tea for women and their children, grandchildren 
or young friends, In Parish Hall after worship 
Sunday, June 3, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AS MANY EVENTS AS 
YOU CAN! 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other 
projects and come enjoy each other’s company, 
plus get a break from your busy week. We meet 
on Friday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - 
sometimes in the church library and sometimes 
at someone’s house.  We even go on field trips 
occasionally!  Come join us whenever you can – 
just call Gwyn Gronlund (908-754-1251) or 
Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-753-2859, cell: 
908-295-4754) to find out where we will be 
meeting that week! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Winter 
Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry of WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  
We stitch at our meetings and on our own time 
to create comforting shawls. Our winter 
meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 Tuesday, March 20th, at the home of  
 Cathy Boleyn. 
 Tuesday, April 17th, at the home of  
 Louise Thul. 
All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 
9:30 pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan 
our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  
All are welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information:  
(908) 754-1251 
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WAPC PEOPLE, BIRTHDAYS, AND PRAYERS 
 

 

March Birthdays 
Dot Fenz 2-Mar 
David Hansen 3-Mar 
John Langan, Jr. 5-Mar 
Julia Lake 7-Mar 
Kelly  Burke 7-Mar 
Patrick Slattery 8-Mar 
Dianne Ledder 11-Mar 
Miles Falck 12-Mar 
Fran Young 13-Mar 
John Kendall 14-Mar 
Rachel Kendall 15-Mar 
Erika Gerhard 18-Mar 
Dorothy Blain 20-Mar 
Susan Bunnell 21-Mar 
David Hooker 22-Mar 
Kaitlyn McCann 23-Mar 
Isobel Green 26-Mar 
Alice Lester 28-Mar 
Elwood Whitely 28-Mar 
Lorraine MacNamara 28-Mar 
Beverly Krausse 31-Mar 
Colleen Parliman 31-Mar 

 

Change of Address 
Grace Landsperger  
1129 Boynton Avenue, # 2004 
Westfield, NJ  07090 
 
Grace Hughes 
Cadbury at Cherry Hill, Apt. #355 
2150 Route 38 
Cherry Hill, NJ   08002 
Shirley Ferri 
Sunrise Assisted Living 
Basking Ridge,  
Cards to Shirley may be sent in care of 
Dana Miller: 3 Laomatong Way 
Bedminster, NJ  07921 

 

 

Prayer List 

- Prayers of healing for Elder Cynthia Bolbach, 
Moderator of the PC(USA) who has cancer. 

- Prayers of guidance for Crescent Avenue as 
their new interim Pastor begins this week. 

- Prayers of Peace & Healing for the people of 
Syria. 

- Prayers of Comfort for the Thomas Family, on 
the passing of  
Jean B. Thomas, mother of Jim Thomas. 

- Prayers of healing for Jayme Morrison, 
recovering from surgery. 

- Prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman.  
- Prayers of healing for Marilyn Maier, daughter 

of Helen Miller who has colon cancer. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake who is incarcerated 

and for her family.  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo 

and for his family. 
- Prayers of healing for the City of Plainfield and 

the end of gun violence. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, 

Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, 

Nancy Higgins,  
Elwood Whitely Bob Monteith & Estelle 
Kennedy, at home.  

- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is 
serving the Presbyterian Church in Guatemala 
during 2012. 

- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard 
Williams, our mission co-workers in Colombia. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 
Regular Sunday Schedule: 
 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
4 p.m. Second Sunday(Jan-Mar) 
10:20 a.m. Church School 
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Monthly 

 1st & 3rd Sunday              Holy Communion 
 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 
 2nd Sunday Healing Service 
 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 
 3rd Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 2nd & 4th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 
 4th Sunday  Men’s Breakfast 
 3rd Tuesday Prayer Shawl Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 4 p.m. Second Sunday (Jan-Mar) 
 7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall  
Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 
Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 
Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 
Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 
Saturday Schedule 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
 

 
The Abbott Society, formed by a Session vote in 
2007, is now the permanent name for the 
organization of folks who have named WAPC in 
their will and/or who have already left a bequest.   
 
It is a pleasure to report that the roster of members 
has grown  as two more members were recently 
added! 
 
The current members are: 
 

 Alice Abbott 
 Doris Abbot 
 Wayne Fabricius 
  Dorothy Fenz 
 Robert Goellner 
 Harry & Beverly Krausse 
 Al Smith 
 Dick & Gail McKenna 
 Brooks & Gail Smith 
 Al  Christ 
 Dot Gannon 
 Jeanne Fedoryk 
 Grace Lansperger 

 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills 
and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive 
every ones thanks and appreciation for their long 
range planning and their generosity! 
 
If YOU know of anyone else that has done this, or 
left WAPC a legacy please contact Shannan or Bob 
Goellner...  Bob’s number is 908-510-5458 and his 
email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com.   Shannan can of 
course be reached through the office. 

If you would like information about how to 
remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, 
please reach out to Bob Goellner who will be 

happy to speak with you. 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com


 
MARCH 2012 CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP 

CALENDAR 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday March 
4, 2012  

 
Communion 

Sunday 
 
 

Jennifer and Walter 
Rodriguez 

Mark 8: 31-38 What does it mean to 
“deny” ourselves? 

Youth Group Families:  Sign up for the Summer 2012 Mission Trip to 
Stony Point New York!!!  Youth entering 9th grade and older can attend.  
Cost is $100 for the week.  Trip is June 24-29, 2012!!!  Scholarships 
available! 
 
We are also doing a work weekend at Stony Point April 20-22nd.  Cost 
for weekend is $25/person.   Scholarships available! 
 
Sign up with Kathleen in the church office at wapc@verizon.net 

Sunday March 
11, 2012 

 
Spring 

Forward your 
Clocks one 

Hour! 
 

Rachel Weissenburger 
Craft Sunday 
 
Get your One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Coin Boxes from Pastor 
Shannan in Worship and begin your Lenten Sharing Calendar!!! 

Evening Worship 
at 4PM tonight!  
Potluck Dinner 
afterwards, all are 
welcome!   

Youth Group on Thursday February 15th.  Serving 
at the Plainfield YMCA Shelter.   Dinner 
following at La Strada in North Plainfield.   Meet 
at the Church at 6PM.    

Sunday March 
18, 2012 

 
Communion 

Sunday 

Jennifer and Walter 
Rodriguez 

Ephesians 2: 1-10 Created by God to do 
Good 

  

Sunday March 
25, 2012 

Heidi Raypach Jeremiah 31: 31-34 Jeremiah’s Covenant 
Includes us! 

 Youth Group after Church with Pastor 
Shannan  

 

mailto:wapc@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

Easter Plants 

We are creating a Spring Garden for Easter Sunday Worship.  This is a beautiful way to remember and 
honor loved ones!  Please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate, or leave it in the church 

office.  Cash or check must accompany all orders. 
Please make your check payable to: “PW in WAPC”. 

Enclose payment with your order by: March 25th . 

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Please write in how many of each you would like to order: 

____ Azalea(s) .................. $13.00 each 

____ Hydrangea(s) ........... $17.00 each 

____ Daffodil(s) ............... $8.00 each 

____ Hyacinth(s) .............. $8.00 each 

____ Lily(s) ...................... $8.00 each 

____ Tulip(s) ........................... $8.00 each 

____ Picking  up my plant(s) after the service. 

____ Deliver my plant(s) to a friend at home or someone who is ill. 

My plant is given: 

______In Memory of: 

________________________________________________________________________ 

______In Honor of: 

___________________________________________________________________ 

______To God’s Glory for: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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VISIONS  April 2012 
 

EASTER AND SPRING….TIME FOR RENEWAL 
 

I love spring.  Nothing is more 
exciting to me than seeing nature 
come back to life after winter.   Of 
course, this year there wasn’t 
much “winter” to recover from.  
March has been so mild, plants 
and flowers are popping up all 
over the place—creating an early 
spring this year! 
 
For us, the Easter Season in the 
church calendar always coincides 
with the season of Spring.  In 
other parts of the world, in other 
climates and regions, Easter 
comes during other seasons of the 
year.  I’ve always lived in places 
where Easter comes during Spring, so I struggle to imagine it in another climate.  A 
remember another minister telling me that his church was in a climate where palm trees 
grew year-round, so they never ordered palms to use on Palm Sunday in worship, they just 
cut some from the trees in front of the church.  That would be a different way of celebrating 
Palm Sunday!   
 
I’ve been thinking a lot about this lovely early spring we are having and also about the end 
of Lent and the Easter season that will soon be with us.  The story of the Resurrection of 
Jesus is one we hear every year—it is the central story of our faith, and yet there is so much 
to be learned from it.  It is repetitive, coming back to us every year.  Some might see this 

repetition as just that, the same thing 
over-and-over again.  I see it differently.  
Easter is the greatest testament to the 
Love of God.  Easter is also full of 
mystery—an unfolding narrative of 
God’s Grace that we need to re-learn and 
re-live at all stages of our lives.  We 
need the repetition.  We need 
reminders that we worship a God who is 
always in the business of something 
new.  We need the reminder that death 
is never the end.  And we need the 
reminder that Resurrection is always 
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just around the corner.   Think about it…How often in your day do you forget these things?  
How many times do you just want to “throw in the towel” or say to yourself, “there is 
nothing else to be done” or get frustrated that there seems to be no hope?   That happens to 
all of us!  But when we do these things we deny the power of the Resurrection.   I do or say 
these things just as much as anyone else—get frustrated or despondent at times.  I need 
repetition.   I need reminders.  I need Easter.   We need Easter.   
 
As we make our way through the end of the season of Lent and the final journey towards 
the joy of Easter Sunday I invite you to take some time to get outside and take a look at the 
things around you.   Notice the birds that are coming back and preparing their nests, full of 
trust and expectation, singing their songs to anyone who will listen.   Dig around in the dirt 
and notice the seeds and bulbs that are just about to open up and begin their growth.  Take 
a look at the buds on the trees, just about to flower and then unfurl their leaves for the 
summer months.   The lengthening of days; earlier mornings and longer evenings of light 
and sun.  Sometimes in the long winter months with their short days we wonder to 
ourselves if spring will ever arrive.  It seems so distant and like it will never happen.  We 
know that renewal is coming, we believe in the promise of spring—but there are days in 
the winter when we struggle to really believe it will actually happen.    
 
Sometimes that is what faith 
is like.  We are in the season 
of winter.  Days are short, 
nights are long—and we 
wonder when warmth and 
renewal will come our way.   
But the season of Spring and 
the season of Easter is a 
reminder that God’s renewal 
is persistent.  As you maybe 
dig around in the dirt or take 
a look at the flowering and 
budding trees coming back 
to life offer a prayer to God.  
Offer your sorrows and your 
joys.  Offer your worries, 
fears, and hope-filled 
expectations.  Ask God’s Spirit to fill you and make you like a budding tree, or a plant 
pushing its way through the dirt towards the surface—so it can grow into a beautiful 
flower.    
 
Believe in the Resurrection—Believe in God’s Promises of New Life, for you and for 
this world. 
 
Peace, 
 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
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The Jeremiah Journey 
 

Many of you have heard that through the Plainfield Mission Group which is the cluster 

of the five congregations in the Plainfields: Watchung Avenue, Crescent Avenue, 

Bethel, Nuevas Fronteras, and United—we will be engaged in a discernment process for 

mission together.  So what is this? 

 

Last year the Presbytery received a grant to hire the Center for Parish Redevelopment 

out of Chicago to work with congregations in our Presbytery on mission redevelopment 

(getting more involved in and re-discovering our calling in our local communities).  

There are a number of congregations in the Presbytery engaged in this project.  

However, we are not an island unto ourselves at Watchung Avenue, and our mission 

locally is tied up with our sister congregations in the Plainfields.  So, we are doing this 

program together as a cluster which is very exciting!!! 

 

How does it work? 

Each congregation sends 2-3 people to be on the Plainfield team.  We have Cathy 

Boylen, Bob Goellner, and John Sullivan representing WAPC.  Pastor Shannan is also on 

the team, but not in charge of the team (this is not clergy led).  We then have a local 

facilitator, Elder Maryjanne Finne, a member of the Scotch Plains congregation and a 

seminary graduate; a local consultant for NJ and a staff person from the Center for 

Parish Development who will work with us.   Our group will work and meet together.  

The NJ and Chicago consultants meet with us three times per year and there will be 

multiple opportunities for all members of the congregations to get involved.      

 

What are the stages of the process? 

Discovering--Discovering clear, compelling, shared reasons for making the journey and 

identifying key challenges and opportunities to be addressed 

Discerning--Discerning God’s vision and future – “what God is calling us to be and do in 

this time and place” 

Embodying--Assisting each congregation to become proactive in demonstrating through 

its life and ministry the life and ministry of Jesus 

 

We’ll be providing more information and updates each month in the newsletter, talking 

about this in worship, engaging in projects everyone can get involved in, and much 

more.   You can contact any member of the team at any time with questions.  

  

Join us for our kick-off celebration on Sunday May 6, 2012 at the Crescent 

Avenue Presbyterian Church when we will share in our yearly worship for 

the Plainfields and special activities to inaugurate this project in ministry 

together! 
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How Many Bells? 
 
 
 
 

I have a sister, Beatrice Belle D-------. 
I have a lovely friend in Georgia---she’s my Southern Belle. 

In Spring I plant my Blue Bells. 
School Bells still ring, calling my grandchildren to class. 

And there was a time when I delighted in ringing the Church Bell 
in NRC, where I grew up. 

I have a Dinner Bell I used to ring to call my kids into the house at meal time. 
I even have a Cow Bell Christmas Tree ornament (yes I really do). 

Jingle Bells are also a part of my Christmas Décor. 
Wedding Bells changed my life many years ago. 

Sleigh Bells---I can only sing about those. 
 

These are only a few of the bells in my life---there are 37 more that delight me, and  
maybe you can venture a guess as to what they are, 

but can you name them, 
one by one? 

 
And can you guess where I’m going with this? 

 
The answer will be in next newsletter. 

 
AEKL 
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April Worship and Church Information 
April 1st:  Palm Sunday/ 
      One Great Hour of Sharing 

Sacrament:  Communion 
Scripture:  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29,&  
                   Mark 11: 1-11 & Psalm31: 9-16 
Sermon:  “Which Parade Are You In? 
                    Which Parade Do You Want 
                    To Be In?” 

April 5th:  Maundy ThursdayTenebrae 7pm 
Sacrament:  Communion 
Scripture:  Exodus 12: 1-4, 11-14, Psalm 116 
                     & John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 
Sermon:  “Friends at the Table” 

April 6th:  Good Friday 7pm 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture:  Isaiah 52: 13-53:12, Psalm 22 
                     & John 18: 1-19:42 
Sermon:  “Why Call this Friday Good?” 

April 8th:  Easter Sunday 

Scripture:  Isaiah 25: 1-9 
                     1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 & 
                     Mark 16: 1-8 
Sermon:  “Practicing Resurrection” 

April 15th:   
Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture:  Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13 &  
                      John 20: 19-31 
Sermon:  “Change and Transition” 

April 22nd:  Earth Day/Prayer Stations 
Scripture:  Genesis 1 & Revelation 22 
Sermon:  “Saving the Creation” 

April 29th:  Kori Phillips Preaching 

The Church Office is closed on Monday 
April 9, 2012—Easter Monday.  The 

Session meeting for that night is moved 
to Monday April 16, 2012. 

2012 Per Capita Amount 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is 
$36.60 per member. If each member pays their 
share, it will free up money for other purposes. 
Place your $36.60 in the per capita envelope. 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of 
mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no 
more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission 
Room.   The donations are collected and taken to 
the Food Bank every Sunday.  The Food Bank 
serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
Please give as generously as you are able. 

Spring Clean-up 
The Trustees are asking for help to clean up the 
church yard and spread mulch on Saturday 
morning, March 31st.  We will meet at 10 am.  With 
many hands, we will finish quickly.  Please bring a 
shovel or rake if you have one.  Thanks for helping 
to improve our “curb appeal.” 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 

                     Soup-A-Thon 
 
 
We would like to thank EVERYONE who made 
the Delicious Soups, Mouth Watering Desserts, 
helped with set-up and clean-up.  This fund 
Raiser would not have been such a success if it 
were not for all of you.    
Congratulations to the Winners:  
 1st place – Beverly Krausse – Roasted Cherry 
                   Tomato Bisque 
2nd place – John Piel – Wild Mushroom 
3rd place – Peggy Waldman – Cauliflower & 
                  Parsnip 
1st place child – Zoe Peloso – Mystery Soup 

       Thanks so much, Peggy and Faye! 
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WAPC Online 

There are lots of ways to keep in touch with 
WAPC online! 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is 
updated all the time with new photos and 
information. 

 Did you know we have a church blog? 
  Oftentimes there is something on it to 
complement the Sunday morning sermon 
with more “food for thought” at home—
and many times this is in video format!  
www.wapc.net/blog  

 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   
Just go to the church website and follow 
the links in the top right hand corner of 
the main page of our website to connect 
with us on Social Media! 

 
Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith will be 

leading a Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC 
11:15AM New Time 

Parish Hall 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

The Wednesday morning Bible Study will be 
meeting at the home of Fran and Wayne Young 
through the end of May.  10AM on Wednesdays 
219 Maple Avenue, North Plainfield.  We are 
continuing our video study of “Living the 
Questions.”   
Every week we’ll watch a new, short video and talk 
about it.  These video presentations bring together 
over thirty different and highly acclaimed scholars, 
writers, and other “experts” on open, broad-minded, 
and inclusive Christian faith.   We’ll hear their ideas 
about Christian faith in the world today—talk about 
it, and think together about what this has to do with 
our life as people who are seeking to follow Jesus. 
So come to Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
It’s all brand new—and we’d really love to have you 
with us! 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

The 2012 Flower Calendar( April-June) is on the 
bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in this 
ministry provides flowers in the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us 
to honor or remember loved ones or special life 
events. Please sign your name and phone number 
next to the date of your choice and Kathleen 
Golmont, church administrator will contact you prior 
to that date as a reminder.  
 
It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist 
(or bring flowers from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so. 
Leslie Hansen(908 604 0337) also designs flower 
arrangements. Leslie will place your flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for 
choir. If you have any questions. please call Gail 
Smith, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

Visions is published monthly. 
The due date for articles for the  
May newsletter is: 

Monday, April 23, 2012 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Director of Music:  Jeremy Messmer 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont 

 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/blog
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Mission Opportunities 
One Great Hour Of Sharing Offering 

We will be taking the offering as a congregation 
on Sunday April 1st.  You can follow along with 

stories about the offering that 
will be presented in worship 
and in the bulletin on March 
11th, March 18th, and March 
25th.  Please use the One Great 
Hour of Sharing envelope in 
your offering envelopes box or 

you may use the envelope that will be in your 
bulletin in worship on the April 1st.  The children 
will receive their materials on March 11th (caring 
calendar and Fish Coin Box). This offering goes 
to support three essential mission projects of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): Self 
Development of People, Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program.  More information about the 
offering can be found at www.pcusa.org/oghs . 

Meals at the Plainfield YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of 
each month to serve meals at the Plainfield 
YMCA shelter. Members of CAPC prepare the 
meals and transport and serve the meals.  We 
volunteer to help to load the food, drive it to the 
Y and to serve the dinner.  This is a great way 
for families to participate in mission together. 
Our next date to serve at the YMCA is 
April 19  If you are interested in helping out, 
contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission 
Committee for details at 908-754-1251.  

Blanket Sunday 

We collected $1122.  Thank you to all who 
contributed.  Your generousity enables Church 
World Service to give nationaly and 
internationally to those in need! 

First Sundays 
Please remember that on the first Sunday of 
each month, the loose change/cash offering in 
the plates goes to support the Deacon’s 
Emergency Fund.  This is our congregations 
only fund that is used to help those who call our 
church in need.  This fund is below $200 
currently, and the needs in the community are 
great.  Please remember this fund of the Board 
of Deacons.   Thank you! 

http://www.pcusa.org/oghs
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet at the home of Estelle 
Kennedy on Thursday, April 5, at 11:30 am.  

Bring a bag lunch. 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, April 3rd 
at 7:30 PM at Cathy Lyttle's house. 

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet April 2nd !  

 
 

Upcoming Events for Presbyterian 
Women 

All women of the church, of all ages, and their 
guests are always invited! 

Tuesday April 17, 5:50-8:30pm  
Presbyerian Women in the Presbytery of 
Elizabeth(see flyer) 
Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Tea for women and their children, grandchildren 
or young friends, In Parish Hall after worship 
Sunday, June 3, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AS MANY EVENTS AS 
YOU CAN! 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other 
projects and come enjoy each other’s company, 
plus get a break from your busy week. We meet 
on Friday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - 
sometimes in the church library and sometimes 
at someone’s house.  We even go on field trips 
occasionally!  Come join us whenever you can – 
just call Gwyn Gronlund (908-754-1251) or 
Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-753-2859, cell: 
908-295-4754) to find out where we will be 
meeting that week! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Spring 
Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry of WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  
We stitch at our meetings and on our own time 
to create comforting shawls. Our meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 Tuesday, April 10th, at the home of  
           Louise Thul. 
 Tuesday, May 8th , at the home of 
 Fran Young. 
All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 
9:30 pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan 
our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  
All are welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information:  
(908) 754-1251 
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WAPC PEOPLE, BIRTHDAYS, AND PRAYERS 
April Birthdays 

Peg Bunnell 1-Apr 
Tom Bradley 1-Apr 
Erika Marano 2-Apr 
Donna Weiss 2-Apr 
Richard Kennedy 3-Apr 
Sarah Ledder 3-Apr 
Doug Boleyn 4-Apr 
Tracy Young 6-Apr 
Caren Strasko 9-Apr 
Corey Downey 11-Apr 
Sally Stagg 11-Apr 
Tim Cortright 13-Apr 
Estelle Kennedy 13-Apr 
John Piel 14-Apr 
Brianna Burke 20-Apr 
Steve Imperato 22-Apr 
Josephine Herbert 24-Apr 
Harry Hooker 24-Apr 
Nicolas Pollera 24-Apr 
Jamie Thomas 26-Apr 
Jim Thomas 26-Apr 
Alex Pollera 27-Apr 
Daneille Pollera 27-Apr 
Jacqueline Slattery 29-Apr 
Bridget Thomas 29-Apr 

 

  

Directory Updates 

Jake Watters 908-531-5804 
Shelby Watters 908-531-5785 
Larry Griffin 
106 Midway Drive 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
Phone: 908-377-9041 
 
Louise Griffin 
1275 Rock Ave #MM5 
North Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Phone: 908-377-9042 
 

 

 

Prayer List 

- Prayers of comfort for Karen Murphy as 
she mourns the loss of her beloved 
grandmother. 

- Prayers of healing for those affected by 
tornados in the Midwest and South. 

- Prayers of healing for Grace Landsperger, 
recovering from oral surgery. 

- Prayer of comfort for Bojana Blagojevic 
as she mourns the loss of her mother. 

- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey 
undergoing treatment at Columbia-
Presbyterian Hospital. 

- Prayers of peace, healing and protection 
for the people of Syria. 

- Prayers of healing for Jayme Morrison. 
- Prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman.  
- Prayers of concern for Amanda Lake.  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis 

Lugo and for his family. 
- Prayers of healing for the City of 

Plainfield and the end of gun violence. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, 

Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, 

Nancy Higgins,  
Elwood Whitely Bob Monteith & Estelle 
Kennedy, at home.  

- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is 
serving the Presbyterian Church in 
Guatemala during 2012. 

- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard 
Williams, our mission co-workers in 
Colombia. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 
Regular Sunday Schedule: 
 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
10:20 a.m. Church School 
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Monthly 

 1st & 3rd Sunday              Holy Communion 
 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 
 2nd Sunday Healing Service 
 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 
 3rd Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 2nd & 4th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 
 4th Sunday  Men’s Breakfast 
 3rd Tuesday Prayer Shawl Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall  
Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 
Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 
Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 
Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 
Saturday Schedule 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
 

 
The Abbott Society, formed by a Session vote in 
2007, is now the permanent name for the 
organization of folks who have named WAPC in 
their will and/or who have already left a bequest.   
 
It is a pleasure to report that the roster of members 
has grown  as two more members were recently 
added! 
 
The current members are: 
 

 Alice Abbott 
 Doris Abbot 
 Wayne Fabricius 
  Dorothy Fenz 
 Robert Goellner 
 Harry & Beverly Krausse 
 Al Smith 
 Dick & Gail McKenna 
 Brooks & Gail Smith 
 Al  Christ 
 Dot Gannon 
 Jeanne Fedoryk 
 Grace Lansperger 

 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills 
and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive 
every ones thanks and appreciation for their long 
range planning and their generosity! 
 
If YOU know of anyone else that has done this, or 
left WAPC a legacy please contact Shannan or Bob 
Goellner...  Bob’s number is 908-510-5458 and his 
email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com.   Shannan can of 
course be reached through the office. 

If you would like information about how to 
remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, 
please reach out to Bob Goellner who will be 

happy to speak with you. 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com


April Church School and Youth Group Activities and Calendar 
Sunday April 1, 

2012 

 

Mary Anne Ronk Mark 11: 1-11 
Mark 15: 1-39 

Rehearsing and 
Learning the Story of 
Holy Week 

Communion 
Sunday 
Palm Sunday 
Processional 

ALL YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN GATHER IN 

THE CHURCH LOBBY AT 
9:45AM FOR THE PALM 

SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL! 

Sunday April 8, 
2012 

NO CHURCH SCHOOL, FAMILY WORSHIP 
EASTER SUNDAY 

 
WE WILL HAVE SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE CHILDREN 

DURING WORSHIP THAT THEY CAN DO IN THE PEWS AS 
THEY SHARE EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP WITH THEIR 

FAMILIES AND THE CONGREGATION! 

ALL YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN  

SATURDAY APRIL 7 
EASTER EGG HUNT AND 

PARTY   
10AM IN THE PARISH 

HALL  
ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 

Sunday April 
15, 2012 

Rachel Weissenburger 
Craft Sunday 

Sunday April 
22, 2012 

Heidi Raypach Luke 24: 6b-48 The disciples react to 
Jesus on Easter Day 

Earth Day YOUTH GROUP WORK WEEKEND 
RETREAT AT STONY POINT CENTER 

APRIL 20-22, 2012 
COST:  $50/PERSON, SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE 

Sunday April 
29, 2012 

Juan Gabriel 
Ocampo Valle 

John 10: 11-18 Learning about 
Shepherds 

 Youth Group working in the Community 
Garden after church and Pizza Lunch!   

 



 



 
 
 
 

 
                                             

Please join us for the annual 
 

WAPC 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

& 
Indoor Playground 

 
 
 

When: Saturday,  April 7, 2012 
At 10:00AM 

 
Where: Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

170 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield 
 
 

 
 

ages 10 and under 

 

Egg hunting, games, prizes, crafts 
 and most importantly, 

The Easter Bunny 
 



 



 

 





 

You are invited to take part in our Sixth Annual  Clean 
Community Day.  Sponsored by the North Plainfield Forum, 

the work day will be an opportunity to meet our neighbors 

and work together to clean several areas of our town.     
  

The day will begin with registration at 8:30 AM at the North 

Plainfield Community Center (614 Green Brook Road, North 

Plainfield) and then move to the areas to be cleaned. Residents 

are welcome to organize a crew or come on their own. 

Children can be a part of this day’s project, but  must be at 

least 7 years old and accompanied by an adult.     
  

Those helping are asked to wear appropriate work shoes or 

boots and gloves and bring a rake. Other supplies will be  

provided by the borough. T-shirts will be given to volunteers 

at registration. 
  

Lunch will be provided after the work day at the Community 

Center, 1-2PM.  
  

Groups, organizations, and individuals are encouraged to  

attend.  
  

For more information, call the Mayor’s Office  

(980-769-2902) or go to North Plainfield’s website 

(www.northplainfield.org) 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 5th, 2012 

9AM—1PM  

 

http://www.northplainfield.org/


 

 
 

MARCH 2, 2012 

March 2012-Monthly column featuring Stated Clerk Gradye Parsons 
 

 

Keepers of the sacred space 

I want to salute those silent and often unseen sisters and brothers who have the call of being a 

church janitor. The position may have a different name where you are, but the functions are 

the same. 

It does not matter whether your congregation’s calendar is filled with daily programs and 

activities in your building or the space is used just a few times during the week. Someone, paid 

or volunteers, keeps it clean.  

I admit that I am highly prejudiced about this particular ministry. It is how I worked my way 

through seminary. Some friends and I kept a church building that housed a daycare and many 

community activities decent and in order. Somewhere along the way, I became an avid reader 

of “Hints from Heloise,” a regular column about cleaning tips.  

My friends and I got into trouble only once when we polished the organ bench too much, 

causing the organist to almost slide off onto the floor. The greatest challenge I recall came after 

a blizzard when I had to shovel six feet of snow off the steps and sidewalks.  

I found a great benefit to this call: the amount of time spent in the silence of sacred spaces. The 

only sounds were of my own breath and whatever cleaning tool was at hand.  

In this position, one becomes aware of the way the space functions in the life of the 

congregation. The celebrations of the seasons, the baptisms, the weddings, and the bittersweet 

praise of a life ended linger in the air. Of course, evidence is left behind – notes, candy mints 

half eaten, and candle wax. All of these aspects tell the stories of real people gathered to 

experience the ancient and fresh story of God. 

Perhaps you never see the person who cleans your church building. If not, look up that 

individual, because he or she is about a sacred task. I hope you thank them and maybe shake 

their blessed hand. 

 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/stated-clerks-column/2012/3/2/march-2012-monthly-column-featuring-stated-cler/
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VISIONS  May 2012 
 

BEING THANKFUL 
At the end of last year, Cathy Lyttle took me up on an invitation to start a book group at 

the church.  So far we’ve read three books: Tomatoland (which tells the story of how 

tomatoes are grown in Florida and the slave-like conditions of farm workers there), 

Mighty be our Powers (the autobiography of Nobel Peace 

Prize Laureatte Leymah Gbowee from Liberia in 2011 

and the women’s peace movement there) and in April we 

read this book, A Simple Act of Gratitude (about one 

man’s journey of digging himself out of the pit of 

depression and despair and figuring out how to be 

thankful again through the process of writing one thank-

you card to someone for 365 days in a row). 

 

I have cherished my time with the book club and the 

books we are reading together.   But this last book 

transformed me.   I found myself brought to tears many 

times while reading it.  This story of one man and his 

journey toward a life of greater thankfulness and 

awareness of who he was stirred something inside of me.  

It made me start thinking about my life.  Where was I not thankful where I should be 

thankful?  Where were the quiet gifts in life that I pass over every day and have stopped 

noticing?   I tend to write many thank-you notes, but now I have a big list of future 

notes to write to various people for all sorts of things.    

 

This book was not overly religious, but there was something very spiritual about it.  The 

man who wrote it never disclosed his faith tradition, only alluded to the idea that he 

had been raised with some form of Christianity and that he still thought about it from 

time-to-time.  The Bible of course, says a great deal about being thankful and also taking 

the time to look at your life as a way of growing spiritually.  In Acts 9 we hear the story 

of Saul who would become Paul and that “something like scales fell from his eyes and 

his sight was restored.”  Right after this Saul was baptized, his persecution of the early 

Church ended and he became a great follower of Jesus.   Simply put, Saul’s life 

drastically changed.  Each of Paul’s letters to the early church start with some form of a 

salutation, which are always in the form of telling the particular congregation he is 

writing to, whether it is in Ephesus, or Corinth, or Rome—what he is thankful for in 

them; and then offering his thanks to God. 
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Thankfulness is a way of opening our souls and lives up to God—because we believe 

that all gifts come from the God of Love.   This month marks three years of ministry 

together, we began a journey together May 1, 2009.   So, I am giving thanks for many 

things, and though I’d share some of my list with you: 

 For a place that has embraced my family, especially my husband and my 

daughter 

 For the many ministries of this place—and how we project ourselves out into the 

larger church to be blessings that go in so many different directions 

 For the five students from Princeton Seminary who have journeyed alongside me 

these last three years:  Andrew, Edwin, Henry, Kori, and Christopher and the 

many gifts they brought and the lessons they have taught me 

 For colleagues in ministry—new friends who have entered into my life 

 For the staff of our congregation and the staff of the programs and ministries that 

share our building with us.  They are each a gift beyond measure 

 For the gift of space and time to engage in ministry that feeds my soul and helps 

me to keep on the journey of becoming the Child of God I was created to be 

 For a congregation that is full of more adventure, more spirit, more welcome, 

and more fun than I could have ever imagined!!! 

 

What are you thankful for?  How can you share your thankfulness with others and in 

doing so tell the story of faith with others?    

 

I hope that even if you are not in the book club, you might read this inspiring book.  I 

leave you with a quote from one of the mayors in New Jersey that I think sums up the 

journey of the man who wrote A Simple Act of Gratitude and how his life transformation 

changed how others around him understood who he was.  I’ll reveal who wrote this 

quote in the next newsletter!  Or you can Google it and figure it out pretty quickly!   
 

“Don't speak to me about your religion; first show it to me in how you treat other people.  

Don't tell me how much you love your God; show me in how much you love all God's children.  

Don't preach to me your passion for your faith; teach me through your compassion for your 

neighbors.  In the end, I'm not as interested in what you have to tell or sell as I am in how you 

choose to live and give.” 

 

 

Peace, 
 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
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The Jeremiah Journey 
Many of you have heard that through the Plainfield Mission Group which is the cluster 
of the five congregations in the Plainfields: Watchung Avenue, Crescent Avenue, 
Bethel, Nuevas Fronteras, and United—we will be engaged in a discernment process for 
mission together.  In last month’s newsletter we provided an outline of the work we 
would be engaged in together as the five congregations in the Plainfields.   Pastor 
Shannan will share some of the learnings (so far!) of the Jeremiah Journey in her sermon 
on May 20th.   

Since the last newsletter, a couple of joint meetings have been held.  The group 
comprised of 2-3 members plus the Pastor of each congregation had our second meeting 
in April.  We engaged in Bible Study together, and talked about the May 6 combined 
worship at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church.  We got to know each other better 
and shared some of our stories with each other.  We will be meeting every month, and 
they will be hosted each month at a different church in the Plainfield Mission Group.  
 In the next few months we will engage with each Session and also have another group 
event for all congregations in the fall. 

We are in the stage of Discovering.  These are the stages in our journey that will take 
three years: 
Discovering--Discovering clear, compelling, shared reasons for making the journey and 
identifying key challenges and opportunities to be addressed 
Discerning--Discerning God’s vision and future – “what God is calling us to be and do in 
this time and place” 
Embodying--Assisting each congregation to become proactive in demonstrating through 
its life and ministry the life and ministry of Jesus 
We’ll be providing more information and updates each month in the newsletter, talking 
about this in worship, engaging in projects everyone can get involved in, and much 
more. You can contact any member of the team at any time with questions. 

Please hold the WAPCers involved in this journey in your prayers (Bob Goellner, Cathy 
Boylen, John Sullivan, and Shannan Vance-Ocampo) along with the other four 
congregations as we work together.  Please also hold Elder Maryjane Finne of the 
Scotch Plains Presbyterian Church, our facilitator in your prayers as she works with us. 
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 “How Many Bells” 

Last month I wrote a little article about the bells in my life. 

I wonder if you’ve figured out what the 37 un-named bells are  

which were mentioned; and did you wonder what the 

 purpose was in even writing about bells?   

Did it cross your mind that the church has 3 octaves of hand-bells- 

they total 37 in number! I delight in ringing them! 

We purchased our Mallmark hand-bells about 20 years ago, 

 and although we have taken excellent care of them,  

they do require refurbishing periodically,  

and now is the time for such attention to be given them. 

The quoted cost from Mallmark is approximately $1650  

plus additional for any repair that might be necessary. 

If you enjoy the bells as much as I do, I hope you will consider contributing to the 

Bell Choir Fund. 

Our hope is to take them to Mallmark, in Pennsylvania for servicing in  
June or July. 

Any checks written for this purpose should be payable to WAPC, earmarked Bell 
Choir Fund in the memo 

Alice Lester 
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THANK YOU!!!!! 
In 2009 our church administrative assistant, Michele Butare needed to step down from her duties 
because of her courageous battle with breast cancer.  Her friend, Kathleen Golmont stepped into 
her place and led our congregation through the pastoral leadership transition of Doug Grote to 
Shannan Vance-Ocampo.  Kathleen has been a friend to all in our congregation, helping everyone 
who asked her with anything they needed.  She helped with the transition to our church database 
and accounting software program.   Kathleen has also worked with two other big transitions in the 
life of WAPC since she came to us.  She helped us say goodbye to Sam Chapin and welcome to 
Jeremy Messmer as our music director.  She also helped transition the changeover from our After 
School Program to the Plainfield YMCA.  Kathleen has been a caring and loving friend to our 
Seminary Interns and a faithful and supportive presence in the church office for all who use our 
space.   Without Kathleen I could have never survived, nor could our congregation, the last three 
years of so much change and transition.  I know Kathleen is moving on to new things in her life—
but she has been a gift from God to Watchung Avenue for the last three years.  Thank you so much 
Kathleen for all these things and so many, many more!  I know God put her here at just the right 
time! 
 
 
 
 
Kori Phillips served our church as our Seminary Intern during the 
2011-2012 academic year.  But this year when Chris Bailey needed to 
leave Seminary, we lost our student.  Watchung Avenue has a long and 
amazing history of working with students and we missed having a 
student with us when Chris left.  Kori was happy to come back and be 
with us for two months.  She has brought all her gifts back to WAPC: her 
infectious laughter, her gifted preaching, her artistic expression, and her 
friendly nature.  Thank you so much Kori for coming back into the life of 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at just the right time, we are so 
glad we got to share a journey with you again!   And I have been so 
grateful to have had you around these last two months as a friend and 
partner in ministry!   Blessing to you in your future ministry! 

-Pastor Shannan 
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THE YOUTH GROUP APRIL 
MISSION WEEKEND TO STONY 

POINT, NEW YORK 
 

Our job for the weekend was to clean 
around a shed, transplant lilies, take out 

old plants (and a tree than never 
succumbed to us!), wash and paint the 
shed.  The kids also did indoor work on 
some bathrooms in need up upgrades.   

Many thanks to John Sullivan who 
accompanied us this weekend as a youth 

leader!!! 
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May Worship and Church Information 
May Worship 

May 6th:  Combined Plainfield Worship at CAPC 

May 13th:  Mother’s Day 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 2: 1-10, 18-21 &  
                   Matthew 20: 20-28 
Sermon:  “Mothers Who Gave their Best 
                   Gifts to God” 

May 20th:  PW Tea/Bells playing 

Sacrament:  Communion 

Scripture: Jeremiah 1: 4-10& 
                  2 Corinthians 5: 16-20 
Sermon:  A”New Thing”is Happening! 

May 27th:  Pentecost/Memorial Day Weekend 
Scripture: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 & 
                     Acts 2: 1-21  
Sermon:  “Too Many Voices….” 

 

Sarah Henkel was ordained March 27 by The 
Hudson River Presbytery, at White Plains 

Presbyterian Church, White Plains, NY. Brooks and 
Gail Smith were there with her family and friends to 
celebrate with her. Sarah so gifted,  was loved by 

our congregation during her two years as a 
seminary intern. Sarah has a two part call, working 

part time with White Plains Presbyterian Church and 
with Cross Cultural Ministries in the Hudson River 
Presbytery. She and husband, Will Sommers, are 

living in White Plains. 

2012 Per Capita Amount 
Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 
per member. If each member pays their share, it will 
free up money for other purposes. Place your 
$36.60 in the per capita envelopeor note pe”per 
capita” in the memo line of your check. 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of 
mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no 
more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission 
Room.   The donations are collected and taken to 
the Food Bank every Sunday.  The Food Bank 
serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
Please give as generously as you are able. 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional 
$1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the 
church deficit!  We would have more funds for 
mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD 
envelope found in your pew rack and then the 
offering plate each week. 

 
Memorial Garden to Get a Facelift 

At the annual meeting of the Memorial Garden 
Committee on April 10, 2012, the members voted 
unanimously to move ahead with the renovation of 
the Memorial Garden. Wayne Fabricius and Gail 
Smith  have met with Craig Stock, landscaper from 
Westfield to discuss ideas, planting materials which 
will have colorful seasonal changes, and  more 
privacy in the garden. We have asked Craig to give 
us the estimate in two phases in the event that we 
are short money to complete everything  we would 
like to do this spring. We hope to begin work in the 
near future. 
 
The good news is that we have received $3,855 to 
date.  Any one wishing to contribute to the  
Garden renovation may do so by sending a check to 
Gail Smith made out to WAPC Memorial Garden.  

Save The Date 

For an Old-Fashioned Strawberry Festival 
Sunday, June 10, 2012 

Details to Follow 
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How To Sing A Hymn 

Music is an important part of the Presbyterian 
tradition and an enjoyable way to build community. 
Hymn singing can be done without demonstrable 
emotion, but many otherwise stoic Presbyterians 
appropriately channel emotion into their hymn 
singing and are therefore loud. Here are some steps 
from The Presbyterian Handbook  for a great hymn-
singing experience: 
• Locate hymns in advance. 
• Familiarize yourself with the hymns. 
• Assist nearby visitors or children. 
• Adopt a posture for best vocal performance. 
• Begin singing. 
• Focus on the hymn’s content. 
• Avoid dreariness.* 
 
*This humorous content is from the Presbyterian Reader, 
April 2012 

 
Aside from jokes and humor, the serious and 
wonderful news is that we have a new hymnal in the 
Presbyterian Church!  This is an exciting joy since 
the blue hymnal is from 1993 and there are all sorts 
of wonderful new hymns to sing and use in worship!  
The new hymnal will be ready for us in 2013.  It is 
called Many Voices, One Song and you can follow 
along and get more information about the new 
hymnal at www.presbyterianhymnal.org   We will be 
singing two songs from the new hymnal as a 
sampler in worship during the next few Sundays, 
and continuing to try out new songs every month for 
the rest of the year!  Keep watch in Visions for more 
information about the new hymnal!   
 

50 Year Luncheon 

Sunday, June 3, 2012 

See invitation attached 

 

(the photo is of Edwin at his graduation from Princeton 

in 2011 and his baby niece, Alana who was there to 

celebrate!) 

Dear Friends, 

Coming off Holy Week, I have so much to be 
thankful for. 

I have the opportunity to teach at a Jesuit University, 
Universidad Rafael Landívar, as well as teaching 
English to people who want to serve as translators 
for mission groups from the US. 

I have an opportunity to work on my reports for 
Princeton Seminary by spending time with different 
indigenous families, and living with them. 

I have travelled all over:  Lago Atitlán, Flores-Petén 
Itza, Tikal, Antigua, and so many other adventures. 

And lastly, I just heard that I have been accepted 
into the Lily Residency as a Pastoral Resident at 
Fourth Presbyterian in Chicago, for 2 years.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity, and I am truly thankful.  Of 
course, that means I only have a short summer to 
spend with my family, July and August. 

I am grateful for the prayers of the WAPC family and 
leave off with the following reflection: 

Celebrating Holy Week, for the second time in 
Guatemala, has been a rich blessing.  As a child, I 
couldn´t stand ritual, routine, tradition, repetition, etc, 
etc. It was boring, unexciting and kept me from 
playing in the woods with friends or kickball on the 
street. 

http://www.presbyterianhymnal.org/
http://www.url.edu.gt/Portalurl/
http://www.ptsem.edu/
http://www.fourthchurch.org/
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As I grow older, and especially after graduating from 
seminary, I realize how important ritual is, how 
important tradition can be.  In fact, in Guatemala, 
which due to its strong Catholic community, the Holy 
Week tradition is a BIG DEAL.  It means families 
gather, on vacation, to prepare for processions, as 
they decorate the streets, prepare food, and spend a 
great deal of time together. In fact, on Thursday and 
Friday night, families stay up through the night, in a 
sort of vigil, making all of the preparations.  These 
are not quiet nights.  In fact, with the processions 
come a ton of live marching bands and fireworks.  It 
is beautiful, the night is alive in the way American 
4th of Julys are alive with BBQs and family 
gatherings. 

But most of all, in the midst of transition, both in my 
own life and in the world around, and especially in 
Guatemala where one can so easily find a great 
deal of poverty, sickness, orphans, marginalized 
peoples, crime, and murder and death, Holy Week 
tradition is what gets me through. It reminds me of 
the mystery of Jesus as the Christ, his own life, 
suffering and death, which tells us the story of a God 
who enters our world, our history and therefore, our 
painful stories.  God with us, Emanuel, in Christ, 
even in the suffering. 

But it is also that wondrous, mysterious Resurrection 
morning, that offers us a way and a world beyond 
our greed, thirst for revenge, anger and hate, and 
points us to our true humanity and identity in Christ 
Jesus, as a Resurrection people called to be a part 
of life, to be life-giving, healing, and tranforming 
agents in this world.  And in this, we are also called 
to rest in the God that goes before us, among us, 
around us, with and within us, and for that, I am 
most thankful. 

Peace to you, 

 

Edwin Estevez 

Evening Worship  
Feedback Survey – Update 

The session would like to thank all of you who 
responded to the survey and provided your 
feedback on our evening worship sessions.  Fifty-
eight people responded, which we believed 
represented a good portion of congregation, and the 
feedback was very diverse with a wide array of 
opinions.  We found your write-in comments to be 
extremely open, insightful and valuable, and we 
appreciate your taking the time to provide your 
input.   
 
During our April Session meeting, the survey 
feedback enabled us to have a valuable discussion 
regarding next steps.  While we didn’t come to any 
final decisions, we did discuss various options for 
the future and should decide on our approach during 
our May meeting, at which time we will provide you 
with an additional update.  In the meantime, if you 
would like a copy of the survey results, please 
contact the church office.  Below is a summary of 
what we heard from you: 

 “Music” was ranked highest (66% of 
respondents) in regards to part of worship 
that people find most fulfilling 

 Family obligations represented 61% of why 
people are prevented from joining us on 
Sunday mornings 

 42% of respondents attended evening 
services during January and March with 55% 
attending during February 

 36% indicated they didn’t attend evening 
services because the time was not 
convenient and 36% said they prefer 
mornings 

 69% of survey respondents indicated they 
were likely or very likely to attend evening 
worship in the future 

 Regarding pot-lock dinners after worship, 
57% thought they were important 

Elder 
Jeanne Fedoryk 
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WAPC Online 

There are lots of ways to keep in touch with 
WAPC online! 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is 
updated all the time with new photos and 
information. 

 Did you know we have a church blog? 
  Oftentimes there is something on it to 
complement the Sunday morning sermon 
with more “food for thought” at home—
and many times this is in video format!  
www.wapc.net/blog  

 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   
Just go to the church website and follow 
the links in the top right hand corner of 
the main page of our website to connect 
with us on Social Media! 

 
Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith will be 

leading a Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC 
11:15AM New Time 

Parish Hall 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study  

The Wednesday morning Bible Study will be 
meeting at the home of Fran and Wayne Young 
through the end of May.  10AM on Wednesdays 
219 Maple Avenue, North Plainfield.  We are 
continuing our video study of “Living the 
Questions.”   
Every week we’ll watch a new, short video and talk 
about it.  These video presentations bring together 
over thirty different and highly acclaimed scholars, 
writers, and other “experts” on open, broad-minded, 
and inclusive Christian faith.   We’ll hear their ideas 
about Christian faith in the world today—talk about 
it, and think together about what this has to do with 
our life as people who are seeking to follow Jesus. 
So come to Bible Study on Wednesday mornings! 
It’s all brand new—and we’d really love to have you 
with us! 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set 
up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to 
members of the church at the time of a death in the 
family.  The purpose of this committee is to 
coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or 
memorial service.  Members of the committee set 
up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying 
coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the deceased 
is responsible for the main course and paper 
products.  If in need of this service or you would like 
to serve on this committee, please call Faye 
Steinau. 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

The 2012 Flower Calendar(May-August) is on the 
bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in this 
ministry provides flowers in the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us 
to honor or remember loved ones or special life 
events. Please sign your name and phone number 
next to the date of your choice and Kathleen 
Golmont, church administrator will contact you prior 
to that date as a reminder.  
 
It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist 
(or bring flowers from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). 
If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct 
them to do so. 
Leslie Hansen(908 604 0337) also designs flower 
arrangements. Leslie will place your flowers in the 
Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for 
choir. If you have any questions. please call Gail 
Smith, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

Visions is published monthly. 
The due date for articles for the  
June newsletter is: 

Monday, May 21, 2012 

Pastor:  Shannan Vance-Ocampo 
Pastor Emeritus:  Brooks Smith 
Director of Music:  Jeremy Messmer 
Visions Editor:  Kathleen Golmont 

 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/blog
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Mission Opportunities 
Mission Project 

 

Help Someone Locally or Globally 
with basic Supplies 

Church World Service has sent out an emergency 
appeal for more Hygiene Kits.  Due to all the severe 
weather recently, the CWS warehouses are running 
low on their supplies of Kits. 

Hygiene Kits (formerly called Health Kits) are 
desperately needed in many parts of the world.  In 
the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding 
poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean the difference 
between sickness and health for struggling families. 
PW will be collecting the following items to be 
assembled into Hygiene Kits for Church World 
Service: 
 
Large-toothed combs 
Nail clippers (with file) 
Toothbrushes (individually packaged) 
Bandaids (standard size) 
Washcloths 
Hand towels (approx. 16” x 28”) 
Bar soap (individually wrapped) 
 
Baskets will be placed at the Sanctuary doors on the 
Sundays in May (May 13, May 20, and May 27) for 
collection of hygiene items. Thank you for helping a 
person in need. 

Meals at the Plainfield YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of 
each month to serve meals at the Plainfield 
YMCA shelter. Members of CAPC prepare the 
meals and transport and serve the meals.  We 
volunteer to help to load the food, drive it to the 
Y and to serve the dinner.  This is a great way 
for families to participate in mission together. 
Our next date to serve at the YMCA is 
May 17  If you are interested in helping out, 
contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission 
Committee for details at 908-754-1251.  

First Sundays 
Please remember that on the first Sunday of 
each month, the loose change/cash offering in 
the plates goes to support the Deacon’s 
Emergency Fund.  This is our congregations 
only fund that is used to help those who call our 
church in need.  This fund is below $200 
currently, and the needs in the community are 
great.  Please remember this fund of the Board 
of Deacons.   Thank you! 
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet at 11:30 am on 
Thursday, May 3, at the home of Beverly 

Krausse. 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, May 1st  at 
7:30 PM, at the home of Peggy Bunnell. 

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet Monday, 
 May 7th at 1:30pm at the home of Fran Young.  

 
 

Upcoming Events for Presbyterian 
Women 

All women of the church, of all ages, and their 
guests are always invited! 

Sunday, May 20, 2012 
Tea for women and their children, grandchildren 
or young friends, In Parish Hall after worship 
Sunday, June 10, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival in the Parish 
Hall after Coffee Hour. 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AS MANY EVENTS AS 
YOU CAN! 

Women’s Craft Group 

Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other 
projects and come enjoy each other’s company, 
plus get a break from your busy week. We meet 
on Friday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - 
sometimes in the church library and sometimes 
at someone’s house.  We even go on field trips 
occasionally!  Come join us whenever you can – 
just call Gwyn Gronlund (908-754-1251) or 
Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-753-2859, cell: 
908-295-4754) to find out where we will be 
meeting that week! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Spring 
Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry of WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  
We stitch at our meetings and on our own time 
to create comforting shawls. Our meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 Tuesday, May 15th , at the home of 
 Fran Young. 
All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 
9:30 pm. 
We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan 
our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  
All are welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information:  
(908) 754-1251 
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WAPC PEOPLE, BIRTHDAYS, AND PRAYERS 
May Birthdays 

Lynn Lampariello 1-May 
Joan Brown 1-May 
Virginia Metz 3-May 
Bill Barton 7-May 
Shelby Watters 7-May 
Scott Ledder 10-May 
Patrick Ronk 16-May 
Natalia Rodriguez 16-May 
Cathy Boleyn 24-May 
Misha Griffin 25-May 
Elizabeth Kennedy 29-May 
Bridget Thomas 29-May 
Charlotte Downey 30-May 
Alexandra von Bradsky 31-May 

 

  

Directory Updates 

Jake Watters 908-531-5804 
Shelby Watters 908-531-5785 
Larry Griffin 
106 Midway Drive 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
Phone: 908-377-9041 
 
Louise Griffin 
1275 Rock Ave #MM5 
North Plainfield, NJ 07060 
Phone: 908-377-9042 
 

 

 

Prayer List 
- Prayers of healing and hope for  

Betty Lou Diven, Fran Young’s sister. 
- Prayers for Colleen Parliman as she 

recovers from surgery on April 26 at the 
Cleveland Clinic.  Colleen and her 
family will be convalescing post-
surgery in Cleveland for a few weeks. 
 Cards can be sent to her at: The 
InterContinental Suites Hotel, 8800 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Oh, 44106 

- Prayers of healing and comfort for Joyce 
Veress and her husband and three 
children; friend of Shannan and Juan 
Ocampo.  Her breast cancer has spread 
to her brain. 

- Prayers of healing for Chase Rapach who 
will be having surgery May4th. 

- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield 
Presbyterian Mission Group’s Jeremiah 
Journey Team as they begin their work in 
the Plainfields. 

- Prayers of joy for the birth of Kristin 
Mari Paniconi, daughter of Kaitlyn 
McCann. 

- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey 
undergoing treatment at Columbia-
Presbyterian Hospital. 

- Prayers of healing for Jayme Morrison. 
- Prayers of concern for Amanda Lake.  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis 

Lugo and for his family. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, 

Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, 

Nancy Higgins,  
Elwood Whitely, Bob Monteith & Estelle 
Kennedy, at home.  

- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is 
serving the Presbyterian Church in 
Guatemala during 2012. 

- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard 
Williams, our mission co-workers in 
Colombia. 
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Worship Services & Regular Meetings 
Regular Sunday Schedule: 
 9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m. Worship 
10:20 a.m. Church School 
11:00 a.m. Coffee/Fellowship 

Monthly 

 1st & 3rd Sunday              Holy Communion 
 1st Sunday  FISH (Food Bank) Collection 
 2nd Sunday Healing Service 
 2nd Monday Session meets at 7:30 p.m. 
 3rd Monday Trustee’s Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 2nd & 4th Sunday Youth Group 11:30-1p.m. 
 4th Sunday  Men’s Breakfast 
 3rd Tuesday Prayer Shawl Meeting 7:15 p.m. 

WAPC Schedule of Regular Events 
Sunday Schedule: 
   9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00 am Worship 
 10:20 am Church School 
 10:55 am Coffee/Fellowship 
 7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall  
Monday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts Parish Hall 
Tuesday Schedule 
  8:15 am Head Start 
  9:30 am WIC (Tuesday) 
  2:30 pm ASP 
  7-10 pm Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 
Wednesday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 10:00 am Bible Study 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6:30 pm Bell Choir 
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir 
Thursday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 7:30 pm Bible Study 
Friday Schedule 
 8:15 am Head Start 
 2:30 pm ASP 
 6-8 pm Girl Scouts Parish Hall 
Saturday Schedule 
 7-10 pm - Iglesia Cristo Mi Rey 

Parish Hall & classroom 

The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
 

 
The Abbott Society, formed by a Session vote in 
2007, is now the permanent name for the 
organization of folks who have named WAPC in 
their will and/or who have already left a bequest.   
 
It is a pleasure to report that the roster of members 
has grown  as two more members were recently 
added! 
 
The current members are: 
 

 Alice Abbott 
 Doris Abbot 
 Wayne Fabricius 
  Dorothy Fenz 
 Robert Goellner 
 Harry & Beverly Krausse 
 Al Smith 
 Dick & Gail McKenna 
 Brooks & Gail Smith 
 Al  Christ 
 Dot Gannon 
 Jeanne Fedoryk 
 Grace Lansperger 

 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills 
and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive 
every ones thanks and appreciation for their long 
range planning and their generosity! 
 
If YOU know of anyone else that has done this, or 
left WAPC a legacy please contact Shannan or Bob 
Goellner...  Bob’s number is 908-510-5458 and his 
email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com.   Shannan can of 
course be reached through the office. 

If you would like information about how to 
remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, 
please reach out to Bob Goellner who will be 

happy to speak with you. 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com
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Our Sanctuary was beautified 
with 

an array of Easter Flowers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Given by: In Memory of: 

The Boleyns Joe Knight 

Hope Dolan My Father, Frank Salvato 

Wayne Fabricius My Parents and My Brother 

Don & Jeanne Fedoryk Bob Hildebrandt, John Hildebrandt, 
Helen Fedoryk, Fred Landsperger & 
Joe Fedoryk 

Irv Giles My Sister, Bernie & My Mother, Lu 
Gwyn Gronlund Ruth Ellen Gronlund  

Sarellen Hogan Stojanka Blagojevic 

The Hooker Family Loved Ones 

Estelle Kennedy My Mom, Elizabeth LaMaire &  
My Brothers, Orville & Bob LaMaire 

Harry & Beverly Krausse C. Edward & Mildred Krausse, 
Harold & Irene Davis, Janette Rocco, 
Claire Krausse 

Ellen & Andy Lake Our Parents, Julia & Andrew Lake, 
Edna & Dr. Renat Mizzoni 

Tom & Dianne Ledder Our Parents, Stan & Vie Ledder,  
Chet & Edwa Wilhelm 

Tom & Janet McCann Thomas A. McCann, Jr., 
Charles & Ester Weigand,  
Ada & Florence Boulter, Jen Moravec, 
Joyce Weiss, Jay & Robert Crotty, Anita 
Szemes & Sylvia DeCaro, 
Arielle & Brienne Weiss  

Virginia Metz Arthur Metz 



17 

 

Given by: In Memory of: 

Shannan, Juan & Sofia  
Ocampo Jesus Maria Ocampo Aguirre 

The Parliman Family Arthur & Edna Parliman,  
Fred C. Bercaw, Sr. 

Presbyterian Women Departed Presbyterian Women 

Heidi, Shawn, Chase &  
Lyla Rapach David Powell & George Rapach 

Chris, Meghan, 
 Katie & Patrick Ronk Our Dad, Douglas Ronk 

Mary Anne Ronk, Nancy Our Mother, Jean McKean & Our 
McKean & Families Aunt & Uncle, Joan & Stewart Black 

Gail & Brooks Smith Loved Ones 

Louise Thul My Family 

Given by: In Honor of: 
Bunny Dow My Sons, George & Bob and George’s 

50th Birthday 

Irv Giles My Granddaughter, Alina 

Mary & Tom Imperato Our Family 

Harry & Beverly Krausse Our Grandchildren, Michael, Nicholas, 
Casey, Bryce, Alexa, Stephanie, Alex, 
Danielle, Kayla & Isabella 

Tom & Dianne Ledder Our Families and Grandchildren 

Shannan, Juan & Sofia 
 Ocampo The Ministry of WAPC, The Ministry 
 of the Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia 

 

Given by:   In Honor of: 
Karen, Dan, Nicholas,  
Michael, Alex & Danielle 
Pollera Beverly & Harry Krausse 

Given by: In Honor of: 
Gail A. Schmeisser My Daughters & Granddaughter 

Lori, Lisa, Amy and Hailey 

Nana & Pops Freja, Zamea, and Zoe 

Given by: To God’s Glory for: 
Pop Pop, Memaw & 
Chi Chin Chase and Lyla 

Dot & Harry Hooker Our Grandson, Cort Michael 

Ellen & Andy Lake Our Grandson,  
Tyler Andrew Goodman 

Tom & Dianne Ledder All who work to realize God’s 
Kingdom. 

 
 
 
 



MAY CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 

 
May 6, 2012 Combined Plainfield Church School   

All are worshipping at Crescent Avenue at 10AM 

Youth Group 

Noon at the Church 

in Youth Lounge 

May 13, 2012 

Mother’s Day 

Rachel Weissenburger 

Craft Sunday 

May 20, 2012  Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 

How to Use Prayer to Make Decisions 

Youth Group 

Noon 

Offsite Activity, 

TBA  

May 27, 2012 

Pentecost Sunday 

Memorial Day 

Weekend 

No Church School/Youth Group 

Children in Worship with their Families with a Special Pentecost Activity!!! 

WEAR RED to Worship to Celebrate Pentecost!!! 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 

An Invitation to Tea for All Women of WAPC 
 
Beautiful Tea Cups, Vintage Fashion, Antique Dolls, A 
Delightful High Tea Luncheon, A favorite Young Friend, 
 

Please join us on 
May 20, 2012 at WAPC’s Tea Room (the Parish Hall) at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

Invite a guest, friend, child, daughter/son, grandchild. 
 

Wear your Favorite Fashion Statement, a Vintage 
Garment, Hat, Gloves, Purse, if desired. 

 
Bring a Childhood Doll, a Velveteen Rabbit, Teddy Bear, or 

other special friend 
 
 

RSVP by May 17 to Gwyn Gronlund 908-754-1251 



 

  

 

Join us as we honor members of WAPC 
 who have served our congregation faithfully for 50 years or more! 

Sunday June 3, 1012 
Special Worship Service at 10:00 am 

Coffee Hour Reception 

Luncheon at 1:00 pm 

Giovanna’s 

1462 South Avenue 

Plainfield, NJ 

Cost $27.00 per person/children under 12, $15 
A delicious four course luncheon and a cash bar 

Please RSVP by May 20th to Shawn Watters at 908.296.4026 
Checks may be made payable to WAPC  

and mailed to  
Shawn Watters 

64 Harrison Avenue 
North Plainfield, NJ  07060 

The 50 Year Member Committee 

Any questions may be directed to: 
Faye Steinau   908.755.8413 
Dianne Ledder 908.232.2119 

               

Name:         

# Adults:     @$27     

# Children:    @$15     

 



 

 

Do you know someone who would be a good fit for us?  Please 
share this job description with your personal networks so we can 

staff the church office!  Thank you so much! 
 

 

Hours: September – mid-June    Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday   10AM – 3PM 

  mid-June – August     Tuesday, Thursday   10AM-2:30PM 
If an applicant would like to negotiate alternative hours, we are flexible and willing to have this conversation 

 

Responsibilities: 
 Preparation of weekly and seasonal bulletins for worship 

 Monthly Newsletter (print and electronic formats) 

 Website Maintenance (in concert with the Pastor) 

 Maintaining the church email system  

 Church usage/rentals coordination 

 Billing, invoices, and placing orders for church 

 Handling yearly inspections for the church for rentals 

 Occasional church mailings 

 Maintaining the church office and supplies/machines 

 Relating to church members and volunteers 

 Relating to church rentals and staff of those programs 

 Relating to church staff and communicating with the Church Sexton about repair needs 

 Assisting the Clerk of Session Church and Treasurer in maintaining the church registry and 
database 

 Assistant to the Pastor 

 Serving as the friendly and welcoming face of the church to all who enter through our doors 
 

Skills: 
 Microsoft Word Office Suite 

 Database Entry 

 Online competency (social media sites, web) 

 Bilingual (English—Spanish) desirable  

 A flexible, collegial work ethic that is able to maintain confidentiality 
 

Salary:   Negotiable, Hourly Rate  
 

Please send a letter of interest, resume, and three references to the attention of Rev. Shannan Vance-
Ocampo, Pastor/Head of Staff at svanceocampo@yahoo.com  

 

Information about our congregation and our ministries can be found at www.wapc.net 
 

mailto:svanceocampo@yahoo.com


 

 
 

Community Garden Mission Project Kicks Off in May!!! 
May 6  3-5PM  Garden Work Day and Meeting 

May 13 All Morning Mother’s Day Plant Sale Pick Up  
  (see order form following to buy plants to support the garden) 

May 20 2PM  Dedication of the Garden and Refreshments in the Garden 

 

 
WAPC Youth Group Member Shelby Watters working in the garden last summer! 

Join us this spring and summer for our project to feed the hungry in our community.   If 
you would like to sign up for a week to serve in the garden anytime between now and the 
end of September, please contact Gwyn Gronlund at 908-754-1251.  A week of tending 

the garden means that you make sure it is watered, pull out any weeds, harvest any 
veggies, and then drop them off for distribution.  It is an easy task that means so much to 

those who receive the food that we grow for them. 
If you have any questions at all about the garden, our events and activities during the 

month of May, or this mission project please see Pastor Shannan or Father George.  We 
look forward to your participation as we do as Jesus taught us to do, give people in need 

something to eat as share our faith with those around us! 



 

 

MOTHER’S DAY PLANT SALE PRICE LIST 

All proceeds from vegetable sales benefit the North Plainfield Community Garden 
Mission Project.   Please make checks out to the Catholic Community of Saint Joseph and 

circle which plants you would like on this order form.   
You may also buy plants directly at St. Joseph’s on May 13th, Mother’s Day! 

All plants to be picked up at St. Joseph’s! 
FLOWERS 
Assorted 10” hanging baskets                        $ 20 
 
Assorted 8” hanging baskets                          $ 12 
 
6” Patio Pots (mixed annuals)                          $ 8 
 
4.5” Geraniums            $ 5 
 
VEGETABLE PLANTS 
3.5” Vegetable Pots               $ 4 EACH 
Tomatoes 
Cherry Tomatoes 
Basil 
Bell Peppers 
 
Grower’s Pack of 4 plants   $ 2 EACH PACK 
Same as above, plus: 
Plum Tomatoes 
Grape Tomatoes 
Habanero Peppers 
Cucumbers 
Zucchini 
Yellow Squash 
 
Name:  ________________________________ 
Total for Plants:  _________________________ 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                              
 

 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

their funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
March 15th and June 15th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your spring plantings. 

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or  
shrubs, water gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping 

 service, Parker’s 14 acres of greenhouses & garden center  
presents the area’s largest selection of top quality plants and  

services with expert advice that is second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 5 years in a row. 

     

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at the time of sale 
and we will log the sale into your organization’s account.  At the end of the fundraiser, 

10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to your organization. 
 

Parker Gardens 

1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 
(908) 322-5552 

www.parkergardens.com 
Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

 

Celebrating over 60 years and still growing 





 

You are invited to take part in our Sixth Annual  Clean 
Community Day.  Sponsored by the North Plainfield Forum, 

the work day will be an opportunity to meet our neighbors 

and work together to clean several areas of our town.     
  

The day will begin with registration at 8:30 AM at the North 

Plainfield Community Center (614 Green Brook Road, North 

Plainfield) and then move to the areas to be cleaned. Residents 

are welcome to organize a crew or come on their own. 

Children can be a part of this day’s project, but  must be at 

least 7 years old and accompanied by an adult.     
  

Those helping are asked to wear appropriate work shoes or 

boots and gloves and bring a rake. Other supplies will be  

provided by the borough. T-shirts will be given to volunteers 

at registration. 
  

Lunch will be provided after the work day at the Community 

Center, 1-2PM.  
  

Groups, organizations, and individuals are encouraged to  

attend.  
  

For more information, call the Mayor’s Office  

(980-769-2902) or go to North Plainfield’s website 

(www.northplainfield.org) 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 5th, 2012 

9AM—1PM  

 

http://www.northplainfield.org/
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VISIONS  June 2012 
 
We have been experiencing some great new things here at WAPC.  I want to especially thank our 
Memorial Garden Committee who has been hard at work for many months towards much needed 
renovations to our church Memorial Garden.  Gail Smith and Wayne Fabricius led the effort, aided by the 
Memorial Garden Committee and Westfield landscape architect Craig Stock (www.craigstock.com).  The 
new garden looks wonderful and I thought everyone would enjoy seeing these before and after photos.   
Thank you so much to everyone who donated towards this effort!!!! 
 
 

 
After 

 

 
Before 

http://www.craigstock.com/
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The other exciting thing we are doing this June is of course celebrating our 50-Year Members.  Join us on 
Sunday June 3 for a special worship service at 10AM where we will honor those who have been 
members of our congregation for 50 years (many even longer!).   Following worship we will have a 
special coffee hour reception and then lunch at Giovanni’s in Plainfield for those who have made 
reservations or are our 50-Year Members.    
 
We are taking a step back in June to remember our past and where we came from.   We give thanks to 
God for the saints who have gone before us and on whose foundation we continue to build our lives 
together here in faith!   
 

Peace, 
 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
 

June Worship and Church Information 
 

Sunday June 3, 2012 
Trinity Sunday 

Hebrews 12: 1-2, 
12-15, 28-29 

An Enduring Legacy of 
Faith 

COMMUNION 
50 Year Member Recognition Sunday 

 
Sunday June 10, 2012 Psalm 130 

Romans 6: 6-11 
Letting Go of the Ego  Strawberry Festival after Worship 

Choir Recognition Sunday 

 
Sunday June 17, 2012 
Father’s Day 
Last Day of Church 
School 

Psalm 20 
Mark 10: 25-37 

 COMMUNION 
Youth/Children Lead Worship 
Bagels for the Men of the Church (Deacons) 
 
 

Sunday June 24, 2012 Psalm 133 
Mark 4: 35-41 

When the Going Gets 
Tough… 

Commissioning of Youth for Mission Trip 
 

 

Refurbishing our Church Handbells 

We purchased our Mallmark hand-bells about 20 years ago, and although we have taken 
excellent care of them, they do require refurbishing periodically, and now is the time for such 
attention to be given them.  The bells will go out for servicing this summer. 
The quoted cost from Mallmark is approximately $1650 plus additional for any repairs that 
might be necessary. If you enjoy the bells as much as I do, I hope you will consider contributing 
to the Bell Choir Fund. Any checks written for this purpose should be payable to WAPC, 
earmarked Bell Choir Fund in the memo 

Thank You!  -Alice Lester and the Handbell Choir 

 



3 

2012 Per Capita Amount 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 per member. If each member pays their share, it will free 
up money for other purposes. Place your $36.60 in the per capita envelope or note “per capita” in the memo 

line of your check. 

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional $1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the church deficit!  

We would have more funds for mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD envelope found in your pew 
rack and then the offering plate each week. 

First Sundays 
Please remember that on the first Sunday of each month, the loose change/cash offering in the plates goes 

to support the Deacon’s Emergency Fund.  This is our congregations only fund that is used to help those 
who call our church in need.  This fund is below $200 currently, and the needs in the community are great.  

Please remember this fund of the Board of Deacons.   Thank you! 

WAPC Online 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is updated all the time with new photos and information. 
 We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go to the church website and follow the links in the top right 

hand corner of the main page of our website to connect with us on Social Media! 

Miss a Sunday!  Want to catch up on the sermon!  You can! 
Just go online to our website and listen to sermons!  www.wapc.net/sermons 

 
 

Pastor Emeritus Brooks Smith leads a Toddler and Parent Play Group 
Tuesdays @ WAPC Parish Hall, 11:15 AM 

 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 

The 2012 Flower Calendar(June-August) is on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in this 
ministry provides flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us to honor or 
remember loved ones or special life events. Please sign your name and phone number next to the date of your 

choice and Kathleen Golmont, church administrator will contact you prior to that date as a reminder. 
 

It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist(or bring flowers from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). If you want Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct them 

to do so. 

 
Leslie Hansen(908 604 0337) also designs flower arrangements. Leslie will place your flowers in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday morning when she comes for choir. If you have any questions. please call Gail Smith, PW Flower 
chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

Wednesday Questions Group 

We are meeting every Wednesday morning in the WAPC downstairs lounge at 10AM.  Currently we are 
studying the religions of the world.   Join us for fun, fellowship, questions, and sometimes….answers!  Join us! 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/sermons
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.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of assistance to members of 
the church at the time of a death in the family.  The purpose of this committee is to coordinate an informal 
luncheon or dessert to be served in the Parish Hall following a funeral or memorial service.  Members of the 

committee set up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the 
deceased is responsible for the main course and paper products.  If in need of this service or you would like

to serve on this committee, please call Faye Steinau. 

 

June Birthdays 

  
1- Elizabeth J. Kennedy 
6- Mark von Bradsky 
17- Nancy Squier 
24- Randy Blain 
25- Chrissie Imperato 
25- Lisa von Bradsky 
29- Tracey Ledder Falck 

 

Prayer List 

- Prayers of thanksgiving!  Colleen Parliman is home and fully recovered! 
- Prayers for Helen Miller as she mourns the loss of her daughter, Marilyn Maier. 
-Prayers for the family of Elwood Whitely as they grieve. 
-Prayers of healing and hope for Betty Lou Diven, Fran Young’s sister. 
- Prayers of healing for Chase Rapach who will be having surgery May4th. 
- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield Presbyterian Mission Group’s Jeremiah Journey Team as 

they begin their work in the Plainfields. 
- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey undergoing treatment at Columbia-Presbyterian 

Hospital. 
- Prayers of concern for Amanda Lake. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo and for his family. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, Basking Ridge, NJ. 
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, Nancy Higgins, Bob Monteith & Estelle Kennedy, at 

home. 
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is serving the Presbyterian Church in Guatemala during 

2012. 
- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard Williams, our mission co-workers in Colombia. 

 
Pastor Shannan will be away June 24-29 with the Youth Group.  Rev. Karen Chamis of the Roselle 

Presbyterian will be on call for pastoral care needs.  Karen can reached at 908-245-1611. 
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The Abbott Society 
(The WAPC Legacy Leaders League) 

 
 

 
The Abbott Society, formed by a Session vote in 2007, is now the permanent name for the organization of 
folks who have named WAPC in their will and/or who have already left a bequest.   
 
It is a pleasure to report that the roster of members has grown as two more members were recently added! 
 
The current members are: 
 

 Alice Abbott 

 Doris Abbot 

 Wayne Fabricius 

  Dorothy Fenz 

 Robert Goellner 

 Harry & Beverly Krausse 

 Al Smith 

 Dick & Gail McKenna 

 Brooks & Gail Smith 

 Al  Christ 

 Dot Gannon 

 Jeanne Fedoryk 

 Grace Landsperger 

 
These folks have mentioned WAPC in their Wills and WAPC wants to make sure that they receive every ones 
thanks and appreciation for their long range planning and their generosity!  If YOU know of anyone else that 
has done this, or left WAPC a legacy please contact Shannan or Bob Goellner...  Bob’s number is 908-510-5458 
and his email is mr.bobg@yahoo.com.   Shannan can of course be reached through the office. 

If you would like information about how to remember WAPC in your Will or Estate Giving, please reach out to 
Bob Goellner who will be happy to speak with you. 

Visions is published monthly.  Submissions can either be dropped off at the church 
office or emailed to wapc@verizon.net  

The due date for articles for the July/August newsletter is: 

Monday, June 25, 2012

 

mailto:mr.bobg@yahoo.com
mailto:wapc@verizon.net
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED MAKE OUR 50-YEAR 
MEMBER DAY SUCH A SUCCESS!   

Pat Roselli, Leslie Hansen, Susan Durick, Sarellen Hogan, Dianne Ledder, Cori Peloso, Cathy and Dave Lyttle, 
Brooks and Gail Smith, Peg Bunnell, Faye Steinau, Shawn Watters, Sarellen Hogan, Gail Smith, John Sullivan, 

Gwyn Gronlund, Joel Stambaugh, & Nancy Squier. 

 

Our 50 Year (and counting….) Members! 
Name of Member   Date Joined WAPC 
COSTA, LILYAN *        2/3/24 
SQUIER, BERNICE *       12/3/30 
VOSBURGH, ALBERTA *  12/6/31 
KRIEG, VIOLET *   2/2/36 
LAMBERT, MARION *  3/29/36 
JACKSON, EVELYN *  3/29/36 
VAN DERBEEK, JACK *  3/25/37 
WHITELY, ELWOOD*  12/3/41 
BRADLEY, HELEN   3/29/42 
KRAUSSE, HARRY   4/2/44 
FARMER, EDITH *   7/26/44 
PAOLSON, EDNA   1/30/46 
BRADLEY, THOMAS  4/14/46 
KENNEDY, ESTELLE  4/3/47 
YOUNG, FRANCES   4/3/47 
LANDSPERGER, FRED *  6/5/49 
VAN DERBEEK, NANCY  7/31/49 
LA MAIRE, DEWITT  2/5/50 
HIGGINS, NANCY   6/4/50 
BECHTLE, FRED *   2/4/51 
LA MAIRE, EVELYN  3/22/51 
BLAIN, DOT    4/10/52 
BROWN, JOAN   7/27/52 
MILLER, DONALD *  10/5/52 
MILLER, HELEN   10/5/52 
ORTMAN, ETHEL *   4/2/53 
MORAVEC, JANET   4/2/53 
FENZ, RUPERT *   4/15/54 
FENZ, DOROTHY   4/15/54 
METZ, ARTHUR *   8/8/54 
METZ, VIRGINIA   8/8/54 
FORSTER, ROBERT *  11/12/54 
LEDDER, TOM   4/11/55 
YOUNG, WAYNE   6/5/55 
LANDSPERGER, GRACE  3/29/56 
CARMICHAEL, JEANNE  2/10/57 
SMITH, AL    6/7/59 
STEINAU, JOSEPH   4/17/60 
DELL BENE, FRANK *  10/2/60 
BUNNELL, PEGGY   3/30/61 
BUNNELL, JEFF   4/15/62                                                             * deceased 
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Mission Opportunities
 

Meals at the Plainfield YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of each month to 
serve meals at the Plainfield YMCA shelter. Members of CAPC prepare the meals and transport and 
serve the meals.  We volunteer to help to load the food, drive it to the Y and to serve the dinner.  This 
is a great way for families to participate in mission together. Our next date to serve at the YMCA is 
May 17  If you are interested in helping out, contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission Committee for 
details at 908-754-1251.  

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no more PASTA, 
the basket is located in the Mission Room.   The donations are collected and taken to the Food Bank every 
Sunday.  The Food Bank serves North Plainfield residents in need.  Please give as generously as you are 
able. 

North Plainfield Community Garden 

We are off to a great start for this summer on our joint project with St. Josephs to grow local organic produce 
to help feed the hungry in our community.  We are being helped out this year by local schoolchildren, a Girl 

Scout Troop, and other community members.  The garden is in its third year and turning into a true 
community project!   Here are some photos as the garden begins to grow, keep track of its progress on our 
website, and we’ll have more photos in the next newsletter.  There are many ways to get involved in this 

exciting local mission project.  We need water-ers, pick-ers, organizers, and many other people to help us this 
summer!  Please see Pastor Shannan if you would like to be involved! 
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Presbyterian Women 
Circle Of Joy 

Circle of Joy will meet at 5PM on Thursday June 10th at Giovanni’s in Plainfield for the 
Early Bird Special!  Be on time for that! 

Circle Of Hope 

Circle of Hope will meet on Tuesday, June 12th at 5:30 PM, at the home of Giovanna’s in Plainfield. 
For the Early Bird Special, be on time! 

Circle Of Grace 

Circle of Grace will meet Monday June 4th at 12:30pm at the Red Lobster in Bridgewater for lunch!  

 
 

Sunday, June 10, 2012 
Old Fashioned Strawberry Festival in the Parish Hall after Coffee Hour 

Strawberry Shortcake and other Goodies! 
Tickets on Sale May 27 and June 3 after worship 

Adults $5, Children under 10-yrs old $3 
 

Women’s Craft Group 
Bring your scrapbooking, knitting, or other projects and come enjoy each other’s company, plus get a break 
from your busy week. We meet on Friday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 PM - sometimes in the church library and 
sometimes at someone’s house.  We even go on field trips occasionally!  Come join us whenever you can – just 
call Gwyn Gronlund (908-754-1251) or Marilyn Cortright (home: 908-753-2859, cell: 908-295-4754) to find out 
where we will be meeting that week! 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Summer Meeting 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl Ministry of WAPC, continues to 
meet monthly.  We stitch at our meetings and on our own time to create 
comforting shawls. Our June meeting will be at the home of Gail Smith on 
June 12th at 7:15-9:30PM.   

We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our projects, and have 
refreshments, of course.  All are welcome to join. 

Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information: (908) 754-1251 

 

 



JUNE CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 

 
June 3, 2012 Jeanne Fedoryk Isaiah 6: 1-

8 
Isaiah’s 
Awesome 
Vision of 
God 

 

Youth Group 

Noon at the Church 

in Youth Lounge led 

by John Sullivan 

June 10, 2012 

 

Rachel Weissenburger  

Craft Sunday 

 

Last Sunday of Church 

School  

Parents Meeting After Worship in 

Library led by Cori Peloso and Pastor 

Shannan 

All Children Practice 

Music for June 17 

with Jeremy 

Messmer in the 

Sanctuary!  11AM 

June 17,2012 

Father’s Day 

Children and Youth of the Church Lead Worship! 

  

June 24, 2012 

 

No Church School 

All Children in Worship, Summer Worship 

Bags with Activities Available! 

Youth Group to be Commissioned in Worship 

for Mission Trip 

June 24-29, 

2012 

Youth Group in Stony Point, NY for Summer 2012 Mission Trip.   

Led by Pastor Shannan and John Sullivan.  Pray for us!   

Follow the mission trip online: www.wapc.net/blog  

http://www.wapc.net/blog


 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
                                              
 

 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

their funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
March 15th and June 15th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your spring plantings. 

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or  
shrubs, water gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping 

 service, Parker’s 14 acres of greenhouses & garden center  
presents the area’s largest selection of top quality plants and  

services with expert advice that is second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 5 years in a row. 

     

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at the time of sale 
and we will log the sale into your organization’s account.  At the end of the fundraiser, 

10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to your organization. 
 

Parker Gardens 

1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 
(908) 322-5552 

www.parkergardens.com 
Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

 
 
 

Celebrating over 60 years and still growing 



 

 
  

Come Join Us !  
N. Plainfield Breakfast Support Group 

BI-LINGUAL 
Are you a Parent/Caregiver of a child with emotional, 

behavioral and/or Mental Health Challenges???? 

THEN 
Come to the Parents/Caregivers Breakfast Support 

Group and meet other parents who are experiencing 
similar 

Challenges!!!!!!! 
 

AT 
 

WHERE: Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 
170 Watchung Avenue, North Plainfield 

WHEN: 4th Thursday of each month 
TIME: 9:30 A.M. TO 11:30 A.M. 

 
LIGHT BREAKFAST PROVIDED AT NO COST 

RSVP to Erika Deusinger 
(908) 213-9932 Ext. 12 

edeusinger@fso-hsw.org 
Se habla Espanol 

 
Family Support Organization of 

Hunterdon, Somerset, and Warren Counties 



1 

	  
VISIONS	  	  	  

July	  &	  August	  2012	  
In	  June	  we	  celebrated	  our	  50-‐year	  members.	  	  I	  have	  been	  thinking	  all	  month	  about	  that	  day	  in	  worship	  
and	  about	  the	  lives	  and	  commitments	  of	  those	  who	  have	  been	  a	  part	  of	  our	  congregation	  for	  so	  long.	  	  	  
Over	  the	  last	  week	  a	  few	  of	  our	  “younger”	  members,	  parents	  with	  young	  children	  have	  asked	  me	  for	  my	  
thoughts	  about	  the	  future	  of	  our	  church,	  and	  what	  it	  takes	  to	  “grow”	  the	  church.	  	  Part	  of	  me	  thinks	  that	  
one	  of	  the	  answers	  lies	  in	  our	  50-‐yr	  members.	  	  	  The	  other	  part	  of	  me	  thinks	  that	  the	  answer	  to	  that	  
question	  is	  in	  something	  very	  new	  and	  very	  different.	  	  	  
	  
Why	  did	  our	  church	  thrive	  and	  grow	  with	  the	  generation	  that	  is	  represented	  in	  our	  50-‐yr	  members?	  	  Part	  
of	  the	  reason	  is	  that	  then	  church	  participation	  was	  part	  of	  the	  expected	  fabric	  of	  our	  lives.	  	  The	  other	  
reason	  is	  that	  the	  generations	  represented	  in	  our	  50-‐yr	  members	  put	  in	  a	  lot	  of	  sweat-‐equity	  into	  
congregations,	  all	  across	  our	  country.	  	  WAPC	  was	  no	  exception.	  	  These	  members	  organized	  themselves	  to	  
take	  care	  of	  the	  education	  of	  the	  children	  and	  youth,	  care	  for	  the	  building	  and	  get	  involved	  in	  mission.	  	  
They	  put	  in	  countless	  hours	  of	  their	  time,	  gave	  generously	  in	  many	  cases	  of	  their	  money—and	  didn’t	  rely	  
on	  the	  minister	  to	  do	  everything.	  	  	  	  So,	  one	  answer	  to	  the	  questions	  that	  were	  posed	  to	  me	  by	  some	  of	  our	  
younger	  members	  is	  this:	  	  “Those	  of	  us	  who	  are	  not	  50-‐yr	  members	  need	  to	  do	  the	  same	  thing.	  	  We	  have	  
to	  be	  consistent	  with	  our	  commitments	  to	  the	  church,	  give	  generously,	  and	  be	  willing	  to	  put	  in	  the	  time	  it	  
takes	  to	  create	  a	  strong	  and	  sustainable	  congregation.	  	  Just	  like	  most	  things	  in	  life,	  if	  we	  don’t	  put	  in	  the	  
time,	  we	  won’t	  see	  the	  results.”	  	  	  The	  other	  thing	  that	  these	  50-‐yr	  members	  did	  was	  that	  they	  invited	  
friends	  and	  neighbors	  to	  church.	  	  Church	  growth	  is	  the	  responsibility	  of	  each	  of	  us.	  	  If	  you	  like	  it	  here,	  
then	  invite	  friends	  to	  join	  you.	  	  Tell	  them	  what	  you	  like	  and	  invite	  them	  to	  get	  involved!	  	  There	  are	  from	  
the	  statistics	  we	  have	  in	  front	  of	  us,	  more	  than	  50%	  of	  people	  in	  Somerset	  County	  who	  are	  not	  part	  of	  any	  
religious	  tradition.	  	  Some	  have	  no	  interest	  in	  any	  religious	  traditions,	  but	  there	  are	  also	  others	  out	  there	  
who	  are	  looking	  for	  something.	  	  Chances	  are	  our	  50-‐yr	  members	  do	  not	  know	  anyone	  looking	  for	  a	  
“church	  home”;	  generationally	  they	  are	  not	  going	  to	  know	  people	  who	  are	  not	  a	  part	  of	  a	  congregation.	  	  
But	  our	  younger	  members	  do.	  	  They	  probably	  have	  only	  a	  few	  friends	  who	  are	  part	  of	  congregations,	  the	  



2 

rest	  are	  not.	  	  That’s	  what	  my	  circle	  of	  family	  and	  friends	  looks	  like.	  	  And	  I	  know	  from	  personal	  experience	  
that	  this	  is	  a	  very,	  very	  hard	  group	  to	  convince	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  a	  congregation.	  	  That	  is	  why	  personal	  
stories	  of	  YOUR	  experiences	  are	  so	  important.	  
	  
The	  other	  answer	  to	  church	  growth	  lies	  outside	  of	  our	  50-‐yr	  members.	  	  	  We	  can’t	  do	  things	  the	  way	  we	  
are	  comfortable	  with	  or	  are	  practiced	  in	  doing.	  	  In	  this	  our	  50-‐yr	  members	  will	  need	  to	  be	  very	  supportive	  
of	  the	  changes	  (even	  if	  they	  mean	  giving	  up	  something	  beloved	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  the	  growth	  and	  future	  of	  
the	  congregation,	  telling	  the	  Good	  News	  of	  Jesus	  in	  a	  new	  way),	  but	  our	  younger	  members	  must	  take	  the	  
lead	  in	  these	  efforts.	  	  Things	  like	  shifting	  our	  time	  of	  worship,	  different	  musical	  styles,	  new	  ways	  of	  doing	  
education	  for	  our	  children,	  reaching	  out	  to	  diverse	  communities,	  and	  letting	  go	  of	  some	  of	  our	  activities	  in	  
the	  church	  to	  make	  space	  and	  time	  for	  something	  new.	  	  	  We	  have	  to	  take	  a	  good,	  hard	  look	  at	  the	  greatest	  
needs	  in	  our	  community	  and	  then	  go	  and	  meet	  them—not	  just	  give	  money	  towards	  the	  projects.	  	  	  And	  we	  
have	  to	  let	  go	  of	  the	  “us”	  versus	  	  “them”	  attitudes	  that	  keep	  us	  away	  from	  our	  neighbors	  and	  changing	  
community.	  	  Our	  younger	  members	  can	  help	  lead	  the	  way	  in	  this!	  	  We	  need	  you	  to	  step	  up	  and	  take	  the	  
lead	  today	  just	  as	  our	  50-‐yr	  members	  did	  a	  generation	  ago!	  	  Change	  is	  hard,	  and	  the	  church	  of	  the	  future	  
and	  the	  very	  near	  present	  might	  look	  very	  different.	  	  That’s	  ok—it’s	  what	  God	  has	  planned	  for	  us!	  	  Just	  
because	  it	  looks	  different	  doesn’t	  mean	  that	  something	  is	  wrong.	  	  It	  just	  means	  that	  we	  are	  entering	  into	  a	  
new	  time	  in	  church.	  
	  
I	  am	  excited	  about	  our	  beginnings	  of	  conversations	  with	  our	  friends	  in	  the	  Plainfield	  Presbyterian	  
Mission	  Group	  that	  are	  happening	  through	  the	  Jeremiah	  Journey	  as	  we	  talk	  about	  our	  futures	  together.	  	  I	  
am	  excited	  when	  I	  think	  about	  even	  more	  changes	  ahead	  that	  can	  help	  us	  do	  new	  things	  for	  the	  sake	  of	  
being	  the	  disciples	  of	  Christ	  we	  are	  called	  to	  be	  in	  this	  community	  and	  in	  this	  place.	  	  	  
	  
So	  what	  can	  you	  do?	  	  If	  you	  are	  not	  involved,	  get	  involved!	  	  If	  you	  are	  asked	  to	  take	  leadership	  in	  
something,	  say	  yes!	  	  If	  you	  have	  ideas	  or	  visions	  for	  mission	  and	  ministry—tell	  us!	  	  	  We	  need	  you	  to	  do	  for	  
us	  what	  our	  50-‐yr	  members	  have	  been	  doing	  for	  a	  very	  long	  time.	  	  	  Blessings	  in	  these	  summer	  months!	  
	  
Peace,	  
	  

	  
Rev.  Shannan  Vance-‐‑Ocampo    
  

A big thank you to Fran Young, Sarellen Hogan, Faye Steinau and Gwyn Gronlund 
for all of their help with the church office during May, June, and July during our 

transition to a new office administrator!  Your help and support has been 
invaluable!!!  Our new administrator, Greta Martin-Worthy begins in July when I 

get back from General Assembly!   -Pastor Shannan 
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July/August  Worship & Church Information   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint worship with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in August 
We will be continuing our longstanding tradition of sharing worship with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church 
for two Sundays in August.   
On August 19th—We will worship together at WAPC and the new Interim Pastor Lynn Santulli will be 
preaching and co-leading worship with Pastor Shannan.   
On August 26th—We will worship together at CAPC and Pastor Shannan will preach and co-lead worship 
with Pastor Lynn. 
Join us for these two special worship services!  We will be having combined choirs for each Sunday, with 
rehearsal one hour prior to each worship service!  Join us!   
 

Summer Office Hours 
The church office is open in July and August from 10AM-1PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.    
The Church office is closed on July 4 in observance of Independence Day.   
 

Pastor Shannan is out of the office during the summer for the following dates: 
June 24-June 29—At the Stony Point Center leading the Youth Mission Trip 
Rev. Karen Chamis, Pastor of Roselle Presbyterian Church is on on-call for pastoral care emergencies and can 
be reached at:  908-245-1611 
Follow along with the kid’s trip every day at www.wapc. 
 

Sunday July 1, 2012 
 

Guest Preacher 
Rev. Lawrence 
Finn 

Guest Preacher 
Rev. Lawrence Finn 

COMMUNION 

Sunday July 8, 2012 Ezekiel 2: 1-7 
Mark 6: 1-13 

Dusty Feet  

Sunday July 15, 2012 Psalm 7 
James 2: 14-26 

Faith Turned Upside 
Down 

COMMUNION 

Sunday July 22, 2012 Ruth 1 
John 20: 1-18 

Devotion  

Sunday July 29, 2012 Guest Preacher 
Henry Coates 

Guest Preacher 
Henry Coates 

 

Sunday August 5, 2012 Guest Preacher 
Rev. Nancy 
Asbury 

Guest Preacher 
Rev. Nancy Asbury 

COMMUNION 
 

Sunday August 12, 2012 Guest Preacher 
Henry Coates 

Guest Preacher 
Henry Coates 

 

Sunday August 19, 2012 Rev. Lynn 
Santulli 
Interim Pastor, 
CAPC 

Rev. Lynn Santulli 
Interim Pastor, CAPC 

COMMUNION 
Joint Worship with CAPC at 
WAPC 

Sunday August 26, 2012 2 Kings 4: 42-
44 
John 6: 1-21 

Hunger in a World of 
Plenty 

Joint Worship with CAPC at 
CAPC 
Pastor Shannan preaching 



4 

July 1-6—In Pittsburgh, PA for the Presbyterian Church’s 220th General Assembly 
Rev. Karen Chamis, Pastor of Roselle Presbyterian Church is on on-call for pastoral care emergencies and can 
be reached at:  908-245-1611 
Information about major issues before our General Assembly can be found at the end of this newsletter from 
Presbyterian News Services. 
 
July 27-August 17—Vacation  
Rev. Karen Chamis, Pastor of Roselle Presbyterian Church is on on-call for pastoral care emergencies from July 
27-August 5 and can be reached at:  908-245-1611 
Rev. Chris Belden of the Mountainside Presbyterian Church is on-call for pastoral care emergencies from 
August 6-17 and can be reached at:  908-232-9490 
 
 

 
Welcome to our new Office Administrator Greta Martin-Worthy!  Greta begins work 
with us on Tuesday July 10 and will be getting oriented in the office over the summer 
months.   Greta began her career in dance and theatre, and over time has transitioned to 
administrative work while still maintaining connections in the world of dance that she 
still teaches.  She is a resident of North Plainfield and a neighbor and good friend of Pat 
Robinson, who is the administrator at the United Presbyterian Church in Plainfield, and 
grew up in the Presbyterian Church.  Stop by the office and welcome her to WAPC, we 
are very excited that she is with us and will be part of our staff and church leadership!  
Welcome Greta!!!    
 

2012 Per  Capi ta Amount 
Our	  assessment	  from	  the	  PCUSA	  for	  2012	  is	  $36.60	  per	  member.	  If	  each	  member	  pays	  their	  share,	  it	  will	  free	  
up	  money	  for	  other	  purposes.	  Place	  your	  $36.60	  in	  the	  per	  capita	  envelope	  or	  note	  “per	  capita”	  in	  the	  memo	  

line	  of	  your	  check.	  

Dollars  Destroy ing the Def i c i t !  
If	  every	  WAPC	  member	  gave	  an	  additional	  $1/day	  all	  year-‐we	  would	  eliminate	  100%	  of	  the	  church	  deficit!	  	  
We	  would	  have	  more	  funds	  for	  mission	  &	  ministry.	  	  Put	  your	  $	  in	  the	  DDD	  envelope	  found	  in	  your	  pew	  

rack	  and	  then	  the	  offering	  plate	  each	  week.	  

Cof fee  Hour 
Coffee Hour sign up sheet will on the coffee hour table after church each Sunday for summer sign up.  You can 

also call Beverly Krausse at 908-757-6654 to volunteer to do coffee hour on a Sunday.  No sign up, no coffee 
hour!  We need everyone to help out this summer!!! 

Firs t  Sundays 
Please	  remember	  that	  on	  the	  first	  Sunday	  of	  each	  month,	  the	  loose	  change/cash	  offering	  in	  the	  plates	  goes	  
to	  support	  the	  Deacon’s	  Emergency	  Fund.	  	  This	  is	  our	  congregation’s	  only	  fund	  that	  is	  used	  to	  help	  those	  

who	  call	  our	  church	  in	  need.	  	  This	  fund	  is	  below	  $200	  currently,	  and	  the	  needs	  in	  the	  community	  are	  great.	  	  
Please	  remember	  this	  fund	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  Deacons.	  	  	  Thank	  you!	  
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HANDBELLS	  

A	  joyous	  thank-‐you	  for	  your	  
contributions	  to	  the	  Bell	  Choir	  Fun;	  
we	  have	  met	  the	  cost	  of	  having	  them	  
refurbished!	  	  Peg	  Bunnell	  and	  I	  will	  
be	  taking	  them	  to	  Plumsteadville,	  PA	  

on	  July	  9th!	  	  Thank	  you!	  	  	  
-‐-‐Alice	  Lester	  

 

 

WAPC Online  
• Our	  church	  website:	  www.wapc.net	  is	  updated	  all	  the	  time	  with	  new	  photos	  and	  information.	  
• We’re	  on	  Facebook	  and	  Twitter	  too!	  	  	  Just	  go	  to	  the	  church	  website	  and	  follow	  the	  links	  in	  the	  top	  right	  hand	  corner	  of	  the	  

main	  page	  of	  our	  website	  to	  connect	  with	  us	  on	  Social	  Media!	  

Miss	  a	  Sunday!	  	  Want	  to	  catch	  up	  on	  the	  sermon!	  	  You	  can!	  
Just	  go	  online	  to	  our	  website	  and	  listen	  to	  sermons!	  	  www.wapc.net/sermons	  

 

Pastor	  Emeritus	  Brooks	  Smith	  leads	  a	  Toddler	  and	  Parent	  Play	  Group	  
Tuesdays	  @	  WAPC	  Parish	  Hall,	  11:15	  AM	  

 

Flowers  For The Sanctuary 

The	  2012	  Flower	  Calendar(July-‐August)	  is	  on	  the	  bulletin	  board	  in	  the	  Parish	  Hall.	  Participation	  in	  this	  ministry	  
provides	  flowers	  in	  the	  Sanctuary	  for	  Sunday	  worship	  service	  and	  is	  an	  opportunity	  for	  us	  to	  honor	  or	  

remember	  loved	  ones	  or	  special	  life	  events.	  Please	  sign	  your	  name	  and	  phone	  number	  next	  to	  the	  date	  of	  your	  
choice	  and	  Kathleen	  Golmont,	  church	  administrator	  will	  contact	  you	  prior	  to	  that	  date	  as	  a	  reminder.	  

	  
It	  is	  the	  responsibility	  of	  the	  donor	  to	  contact	  a	  florist(or	  bring	  flowers	  from	  your	  garden).	  Gray's,	  Rte.	  22,	  

Watchung	  has	  been	  a	  good	  source	  (908	  757-‐0400).	  If	  you	  want	  Grays'	  to	  deliver,	  make	  sure	  you	  instruct	  them	  
to	  do	  so.	  

	  
Leslie	  Hansen(908	  604	  0337)	  also	  designs	  flower	  arrangements.	  Leslie	  will	  place	  your	  flowers	  in	  the	  Sanctuary	  
on	  Sunday	  morning	  when	  she	  comes	  for	  choir.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions.	  please	  call	  Gail	  Smith,	  PW	  Flower	  

chairperson,	  at	  908	  753-‐1249.	  

Wednesday Quest ions Group 
We	  are	  meeting	  every	  Wednesday	  morning	  in	  the	  WAPC	  downstairs	  lounge	  at	  10AM.	  	  Currently	  we	  are	  

studying	  the	  religions	  of	  the	  world.	  	  	  Join	  us	  for	  fun,	  fellowship,	  questions,	  and	  sometimes….answers!	  	  Join	  us!	  	  
We	  are	  meeting	  for	  the	  full	  month	  of	  July	  and	  then	  taking	  the	  month	  of	  August	  off	  this	  summer!	  	  All	  are	  so	  

very	  welcome!!!	  
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.  
The	  Bereavement	  Hospitality	  Committee	  was	  set	  up	  by	  Dot	  Fenz	  in	  1996,	  to	  be	  of	  assistance	  to	  members	  of	  
the	  church	  at	  the	  time	  of	  a	  death	  in	  the	  family.	  	  The	  purpose	  of	  this	  committee	  is	  to	  coordinate	  an	  informal	  
luncheon	  or	  dessert	  to	  be	  served	  in	  the	  Parish	  Hall	  following	  a	  funeral	  or	  memorial	  service.	  	  Members	  of	  the	  
committee	  set	  up,	  serve	  and	  cleanup	  in	  addition	  to	  supplying	  coffee,	  tea	  and	  dessert.	  	  The	  family	  of	  the	  

deceased	  is	  responsible	  for	  the	  main	  course	  and	  paper	  products.	  	  If	  in	  need	  of	  this	  service	  or	  you	  would	  like
to	  serve	  on	  this	  committee,	  please	  call	  Faye	  Steinau.	  

	  
A	  big	  thank	  you	  to	  everyone	  who	  helped	  out	  with	  the	  wonderful	  luncheon	  on	  June	  16th	  for	  

Linda	  Hamer.	  	  It	  was	  such	  a	  large	  funeral	  and	  so	  many	  people	  helped,	  well	  over	  23	  people	  from	  
our	  church!	  	  Thank	  you!	  	  	  

-‐Faye	  Steinau	  
 

Ret irement Congratulat ions !  
Congratulations to the Rev. Dr. Doug Grote who served as the Interim Pastor at our church in-

between Brooks and Shannan.  Doug will be honorably retired as of August 31, 2012.  If you 
want to send Doug and Melinda a card of congratulations you may do so at:  Doug and 

Melinda Grote 1319 Chetwynd Avenue Plainfield, NJ 07060 
 

Prayer  Lis t  
-‐‑  Prayers  of  comfort  for  Leslie  Fitzsimmons  as  she  mourns  the  loss  of  her  mother.      
-‐‑  Prayers  of  comfort  for  the  family  of  Linda  Hamer  as  they  mourn  her  loss.    
-‐‑  Continued  prayers  of  healing  for  Luis  Lugo  recovering  from  back  surgery.      
-‐‑  Prayers  of  healing  for  Charlotte  Downey  undergoing  treatment  at  Columbia-‐‑Presbyterian  Hospital  for  cancer.  
-‐‑  Continued  prayers  of  healing  for  Colleen  Parliman.  
-‐‑  Prayers  of  healing  for  Luciano  Fabricius  Smith.      
-‐‑  Prayers  of  healing  for  Ruth  Stagg,  battling  pancreatic  cancer.      
-‐‑  Prayers  for  Helen  Miller  on  the  passing  of  her  daughter  Marilyn  Maier.      
-‐‑  Prayers  for  the  family  of  Elwood  Whitely  as  they  mourn  his  death.  
-‐‑  Prayers  of  healing  and  hope  for  Betty  Lou  Diven,  Fran  Young’s  sister.  
-‐‑  Prayers  of  guidance  for  the  Plainfield  Presbyterian  Mission  Group’s  Jeremiah  Journey  Team  as  they  begin  their  
work  in  the  Plainfields.  

-‐‑  Prayers  of  concern  for  Amanda  Lake.    
-‐‑  Shirley  Ferri,  at  Sunrise  Assisted  Living,  Basking  Ridge,  NJ.      
-‐‑  Helen  Miller,  Joan  Brown,  Helen  Bradley,  Nancy  Higgins,    
Bob  Monteith  &  Estelle  Kennedy,  at  home.    

-‐‑  Edwin  Estevez,  Our  Seminarian,  who  is  serving  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Guatemala  during  2012.  
-‐‑  Rev.  Mamie  Broadhurst  &  Rev.  Richard  Williams,  our  mission  co-‐‑workers  in  Colombia.  
-‐‑  Prayers  of  guidance  for  Mark  Smith  and  Ann  Elyse  Hicks,  who  will  be  our  2012-‐‑2013  Seminary  Interns.    Mark  is  
doing  hospital  residency  and  Ann  Elyse  is  serving  in  Ghana,  Africa  this  summer.  
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Congratulations to Kori Phillips and Henry Coates who graduated from 
Princeton Seminary in June and to Andrew Scales who also got married in 

June to Len Turner!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visions  is published monthly.  Submissions can either be dropped off at the church 
office or emailed to wapc@verizon.net The due date for articles for the September 

newsletter is: 

Monday,  August  27, 2012

2012-2013 Seminary Interns 
We will be having two interns from Princeton Theological Seminary in the coming academic year who will 

work with us at WAPC.   They begin with us on Sunday September 9th. 
Mark Smith—A second-career seminarian who lives in NJ and is a member at the Lawrenceville Presbyterian 
Church.  Mark is doing Clinical Pastoral Education this summer at Robert Wood Johnson Medical Center. 
Ann Elyse Hicks—Is a native of Virginia and grew up in the Baptist tradition, becoming a Presbyterian a few 
years ago.  Ann Elyse is working this summer in Accra, Ghana on an international field education placement. 
More information and photos of our interns will be in the September Visions Newsletter!  Please hold Mark and 

Ann Elyse in your prayers during these summer months of their work and preparation for ministry! 
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Thank you to everyone who made our 50-year 

member celebration such a great success! 
 

Peg Bunnell, Susan Durick,  
Gwyn Gronlund, Leslie Hansen,  
Sarellen Hogan, Dianne Ledder,  

Cathy & Dave Lyttle, Cori Peloso,  
Pat Roselli, Brooks & Gail Smith,  

Joel Stambaugh, Nancy Squier,  
Faye Steinau, John Sullivan, and  

Shawn Watters 
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Mission Opportunit i es
Meals  at  the  Pla in f i e ld  YMCA 

WAPC partners with Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church on the third Thursday of each month to 
serve meals at the Plainfield YMCA shelter. Members of CAPC prepare the meals and transport and 
serve the meals.  We volunteer to help to load the food, drive it to the Y and to serve the dinner.  This 
is a great way for families to participate in mission together. Our next date to serve at the YMCA is 
May 17  If you are interested in helping out, contact Gwyn Gronlund of the Mission Committee for 
details at 908-754-1251.  

F.I .S.H.   
We are collecting tuna, small containers of mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.  Please no more PASTA, 
the basket is located in the Mission Room.   The donations are collected and taken to the Food Bank every 
Sunday.  The Food Bank serves North Plainfield residents in need.  Please give as generously as you are 
able. 

North Plain f i e ld  Community  Garden 

We	  are	  off	  to	  a	  great	  start	  for	  this	  summer	  on	  our	  joint	  project	  with	  St.	  Josephs	  to	  grow	  local	  organic	  produce	  
to	  help	  feed	  the	  hungry	  in	  our	  community.	  The	  garden	  is	  in	  its	  third	  year	  and	  turning	  into	  a	  true	  community	  
project!	  There	  are	  many	  ways	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  this	  exciting	  local	  mission	  project.	  	  We	  need	  water-‐ers,	  pick-‐

ers,	  organizers,	  and	  many	  other	  people	  to	  help	  us	  this	  summer!	  	  Please	  see	  Pastor	  Shannan	  if	  you	  would	  like	  to	  
be	  involved!	  	  Here	  are	  some	  photos	  taken	  on	  June	  20th	  of	  our	  garden	  and	  its	  progress	  thus	  far	  this	  year.	  	  We	  
are	  growing	  tomatoes,	  cucumbers,	  lettuce,	  kale,	  spinach,	  hot	  and	  bell	  pepper,	  eggplant,	  broccoli,	  carrots,	  

radishes,	  cucumbers,	  squash,	  zucchini	  and	  more!	  
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Presbyter ian Women 
 

Saturday June 30th at the home of Beverly Krausse, Annual Planning Meeting for PW in 2012-
2013 at 9:30AM.  For officers and circle chairs! 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Summer Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl Ministry of WAPC, 
continues to meet monthly.  We stitch at our meetings and on our 
own time to create comforting shawls. Our summer meetings are 
scheduled as follows: 
 
 Tuesday, July 10th at the home of Leslie Hansen 
 Tuesday, August  14th at the home of Judith Botzan 

  
All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All 
are welcome to join.   Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information (908) 754-1251 
 
 

Summer	  Activities	  for	  Kids	  at	  WAPC	  
	  

• 	  Parents	  Meeting	  after	  worship	  on	  July	  8,	  2012	  at	  11AM	  to	  
make	  decisions	  about	  church	  school	  for	  2012-‐2013.	  	  This	  is	  a	  
very	  important	  meeting	  and	  we	  need	  all	  parents	  to	  join	  us!	  	  
Childcare	  will	  be	  provided! 	  

	  
• 	  Kids	  Garden	  Club!	  	  Join	  Pastor	  Shannan	  in	  the	  community	  

gardening	  mission	  project	  on	  Wednesday	  July	  11,	  18,	  15	  at	  
9AM	  to	  work	  on	  this	  mission	  project	  and	  learn	  about	  how	  to	  
feed	  the	  hungry	  in	  our	  community	  and	  our	  faith.	  	  RSVP	  to	  the	  
church	  office	  so	  we	  know	  you	  are	  coming!	  

	  
• 	  Worship	  bags	  are	  available	  for	  children	  every	  Sunday	  for	  

worship	  and	  elementary-‐aged	  kids	  should	  keep	  an	  eye	  on	  the	  
mail	  in	  early	  July	  for	  a	  special	  package	  from	  Pastor	  Shannan!	  	  
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Update:	  	  This	  article	  was	  written	  last	  Thursday.	  	  The	  very	  next	  day,	  a	  shooting	  happened	  
here	  in	  NJ,	  just	  a	  few	  towns	  away	  from	  us	  in	  Old	  Bridge,	  NJ	  at	  a	  Pathmark	  supermarket,	  

killing	  two	  young	  store	  employees.	  
	  
I have been thinking and praying about what to write about in the September 
newsletter for the last two weeks, bouncing between several topics in my mind.  
Basically I have been trying to decide about if I should take a risk and write something 
edgy or keep it safe.  I have decided to not ignore the very loud voice in my head that 
keeps on pushing at me every day.   
 
The one that keeps coming up over-and-over again is this: our summer of large-scale 
shootings in our country.   

 
It began on July 20 in Aurora, Colorado as a young 
man entered a movie theatre and killed 12 people, and 
injured 58.  It was the highest number ever in a mass-
shooting in the history of our country.  Less than a 
month later, a gunman opened fire in a Sikh Temple, 
killing 6 people and injuring four more.  Just last week 
outside the Empire State building in New York City a 
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gunman opened fire on another person, prompting the police to return fire in a 
crowded downtown street.  Both the gunman and his intended victim died.  Nine 
innocent bystanders were hit by bullets from police weapons that day.  They are all 
expected to survive, but with injuries.   
 
What hasn’t gotten much national press is that the killing is endemic in Chicago this 
year.  One funeral director in Chicago reports that he conducts an average of 125 
funerals a year for victims of gun violence—many of them young men.  According to a 
news article from June of this year, 240 persons had already died in the streets of 
Chicago from a gun.  In the same time period 144 U.S. soldiers had died in 
Afghanistan.  If you do the statistics of gun deaths in Chicago versus the war in 
Afghanistan for U.S. troops the numbers are a little over 2000 U.S. soldiers versus a 
little over 5000 people in Chicago since 2001.1   I attended seminary in Chicago and still 
have friends based in Chicago doing incredible work in urban ministry.  I hear from 
them all the time that there are people dying in the streets of Chicago right and left.  It 
is more dangerous to be a young person in the streets of Chicago than a U.S. solider in 
Afghanistan.   
 
The Children’s Defense Fund has studied how gun violence affects children in our 
country.  In 2008 and 2009 more toddlers than police officers were killed by a gun in 
the United States, and an average of 8 children die in our country every day at the 
barrel of a gun.2   
 
How terrible is that?  Every single one of these deaths, both on the streets of our 
country, and far away on the other side of the world is a person, just like you or me.  
Someone with a family; with hopes and dreams.  A person who other people loved.  A 
family that will never be the same.   Ruined lives.  Ruined communities. 
 
Here in the Plainfields there have been shootings this summer.  Our friends at El 
Centro Hispanoamerica held a vigil in June for one of the victims of gun violence, 
Manuel Moscoso who was killed just a few blocks from our congregation on Front 
Street this May while waiting for a bus to go to work.  Mr. Moscoso was a former client 
at El Centro, which means that someone who our mission monies have supported 
over the years was a victim of gun violence here in our community of the 
Plainfields.    
 
What should we as people of faith be doing about this?  I know the debate, which is 
usually couched in language about our country, and our Constitution.  We have a right 
to “bear arms.”  Personally, that is fine with me.  I don’t like to hunt, but I have family 
members who do—and that doesn’t really bother me too much.  But that is our 
country, and as Christians that should not be where our highest calling or allegiance 
                                                             
1	  The	  Mail	  Online.	  	  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-‐2161690/Chicago-‐crime-‐More-‐people-‐shot-‐dead-‐Chicago-‐killed-‐
duty-‐Afghanistan.html	  	  
2	  The	  State	  of	  America’s	  Children,	  2012.	  	  Children’s	  Defense	  Fund.	  	  http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-‐
2161690/Chicago-‐crime-‐More-‐people-‐shot-‐dead-‐Chicago-‐killed-‐duty-‐Afghanistan.html	  	  
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resides.  If that is what we first think of or where we draw the line on what is or isn’t 
right—then for me, we have forgotten our calling and our faith as Christians.  Our 
biblical story tells us that violence of any kind is always an affront to God and 
unacceptable as people who follow Jesus—Prince of Peace.   
 
Many congregations around the country have 
been thinking about how to talk about gun 
violence and be proactive in their community to 
stop it.  I want to challenge us at WAPC to do 
more and be more in our community about this 
issue.  We should not be waiting for a mass 
shooting to happen in our community to want to 
do something.  People are dying, blocks away 
from our church.  Children in our community 
are fearful.   We should be doing something.   
 
I have had a dream for about a year now that I want to share with you.  I want our 
congregation to host a gun drop-off event with the local police, and in partnership 
with other local congregations.  I want people to walk into our church and bring in 
their guns so they aren’t on our streets anymore.  And then I want us to march 
together through the streets of North Plainfield and Plainfield carrying signs and 
singing hymns about our faith and peace, and that we demand an end to gun violence.  
I want us to shout our faith loud and clear—we are people of peace because we follow 
Jesus.  I want us to tell the story that we love the children in our community more than 
anything else and we are doing this for them.   My dream is getting more and more 
persistent.  I want to have this event in the next six months, and then make plans to 
do even more. 
 
Our larger church has an amazing document called: “Gun Violence, Gospel Values: 
Mobilizing in Response to God’s Call.”  It is on the church website for everyone to read 
and hard copies on the table in the Mission Room if you don’t do online downloads.   
This document calls us on as Presbyterians and as Christians, as people who follow 
Jesus, to get serious about “saving thousands of lives a year.”  It is our signature 
document in the Presbyterian Church (USA) that details our church policy on gun 
violence, gun ownership, gun laws, and what we should do.  It is a powerful read and 
I commend it to everyone.  It comes out of the Virginia Tech shooting from a few years 
ago and the experiences of the Presbyterian chaplain at that school along with those of 
an innovative program in South Jersey and Philadelphia to get guns out of 
communities.   
I want people when they drive by our church to know that we are a place that will 
stand for peace no matter the cost.  I personally have had it with the violence around 
us and feel very called by God to do something and for us as a congregation to offer 
leadership in our community on this issue.   Please let me know if you want to be a 
part of making an event like the one I’ve described happen!   I would love to talk with 
you!   
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Peace, 
	  

	  
Rev.  Shannan  Vance-‐‑Ocampo    
  
  

September Worship & Church Information 
  

 
Sunday	  September	  2,	  
2012	  
Christian	  Vocation	  
Sunday	  

Song	  of	  Solomon	  2:	  
8-‐13	  
James	  1:	  17-‐27	  

Good	  Gifts	  for	  the	  
Glory	  of	  God	  

COMMUNION	  
Labor	  Day	  Weekend	  

Sunday	  September	  9,	  
2012	  

Isaiah	  35:	  4-‐7	  
Mark	  7:	  24-‐37	  

Opening	  a	  Way	   Princeton	  Interns	  
begin	  

Sunday	  September	  16,	  
2012	  

Isaiah	  50:	  4-‐9	  
Mark	  8:	  27-‐38	  

Choosing	  your	  
Direction	  

COMMUNION	  
	  

Sunday	  September	  23,	  
2012	  

Jeremiah	  11:	  18-‐20	  
James	  3:	  13-‐4:3,	  7-‐8a	  

Obstacles	  in	  the	  Path	   	  

Sunday	  September	  30,	  
2012	  

Psalm	  124	  
Mark	  9:	  38-‐50	  

Be	  at	  Peace…	   	  

 
 

Office Hours 
The church office is open from 10AM-3PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

 
 
 
Hello and thank you for such a warm welcome! I am very happy to join the 
staff and church leadership here at WAPC. Reverend Shannan and those that 
I’ve had the pleasure to meet so far have been wonderfully friendly and helpful  
making for a calm transition into my new job home.  I’m looking forward to the 
fall and winter seasons and meeting more of WAPC’s membership family. 
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2012 Per Capita Amount 
Our	  assessment	  from	  the	  PCUSA	  for	  2012	  is	  $36.60	  per	  member.	  If	  each	  member	  pays	  their	  share,	  it	  will	  free	  
up	  money	  for	  other	  purposes.	  Place	  your	  $36.60	  in	  the	  per	  capita	  envelope	  or	  note	  “per	  capita”	  in	  the	  memo	  

line	  of	  your	  check.	  

Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If	  every	  WAPC	  member	  gave	  an	  additional	  $1/day	  all	  year-‐we	  would	  eliminate	  100%	  of	  the	  church	  deficit!	  	  
We	  would	  have	  more	  funds	  for	  mission	  &	  ministry.	  	  Put	  your	  $	  in	  the	  DDD	  envelope	  found	  in	  your	  pew	  

rack	  and	  then	  the	  offering	  plate	  each	  week.	  
 

Coffee Hour 
Coffee Hour sign up sheet will on the coffee hour table after church each Sunday for fall sign up.  
You can also call Beverly Krausse at 908-757-6654 to volunteer to do coffee hour on a Sunday.  No 

sign up, no coffee hour!  We need everyone to help out when you can!!! 
First Sundays 

Please remember that on the first Sunday of each month, the loose change/cash offering in the 
plates goes to support the Deacon’s Emergency Fund.  This is our congregation’s only fund that is 
used to help those who call our church in need.  This fund is below $200 currently, and the needs 

in the community are great.  Please remember this fund of the Board of Deacons.   Thank you! 

Circle of Grace 
Will meet at the home of Fran Young on September 10th at 1:30pm 

Circle of Hope 
	  

Will meet on Tuesday, September 11th at 7:30pm at the home of Peggy Bunnell 
 

Circle of Joy 
 

 Will meet on Thursday, September 6th at 11:30am at the home of Beverly Krauss 
 
	  
	  

Pastor	  Emeritus	  Brooks	  Smith	  leads	  a	  Toddler	  and	  Parent	  Play	  Group	  
Tuesdays	  @	  WAPC	  Parish	  Hall,	  11:15	  AM	  

 
Bible Talk 

Puzzled about something you’ve read in the Bible or you’ve heard in church?  Have some doubts 
about things religious?  Or maybe you’d just like to do a little exploring of your faith . . . then 
“come on down” and be a part of a lively discussion group that meets Thursday nights at 7:30pm 
in the Lounge. We’ve dubbed ourselves the “SEEKERS” and that’s what we do!  Any questions, 
contact Al Smith- 908-756-0738 

WAPC Online 
• Our church website: www.wapc.net is updated all the time with new photos and information. 
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• We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go to the church website and follow the links in the top right 
hand corner of the main page of our website to connect with us on Social Media! 

Miss	  a	  Sunday!	  	  Want	  to	  catch	  up	  on	  the	  sermon!	  	  You	  can!	  
Just	  go	  online	  to	  our	  website	  and	  listen	  to	  sermons!	  	  www.wapc.net/sermons	  

 

 

Flowers For The Sanctuary 
 
 

The 2012 Flower Calendar (September- October)  
is on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. 

Participation in this ministry provides flowers in 
the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service and is 

an opportunity for us to honor or remember loved 
ones or special life events. Please sign your name 

and phone number next to the date of your choice and Greta Martin-Worthy, church 
administrator, will contact you prior to that date as a reminder. 

 
It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist (or bring flowers from your 

garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). If you want 
Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct them to do so. 

 
Leslie Hansen (908 604 0337) also designs flower arrangements. Leslie will place your 

flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for choir.  Please call 
Gail Smith, if you have any questions, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

 
Wednesday Questions Group 

We are meeting every Wednesday morning in the WAPC downstairs lounge at 10AM.  
Currently we are studying the religions of the world.   Join us for fun, fellowship, 
questions, and sometimes….answers!  Join us!  All are so very welcome!! 

 

.  
The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of 

assistance to members of the church at the time of a death in the family.  The purpose 
of this committee is to coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be served in the 

Parish Hall following a funeral or memorial service.  Members of the committee set up, 
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serve and cleanup in addition to supplying coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of the 
deceased is responsible for the main course and paper products. 

If in need of this service or you would like to serve on this committee, 
 please call Faye Steinau. 

 
 

Prayer List 
- Prayers for all of those affected by Hurricane Issac. 
- Prayers for the people of Syria. 
- Prayers of healing for Tim Cortright who is recovering from      
   surgery. 
- Prayers for peace and an end to gun violence throughout our 
   country. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo recovering from back surgery. 
- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey, at home. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman. 
- Prayers of healing for Ruth Stagg, battling pancreatic cancer.   
- Prayers of healing and hope for Betty Lou Diven, Fran Young’s sister. 
- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield Presbyterian Mission Group’s Jeremiah Journey 

Team as they begin their work in the Plainfields. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake, returning home this week! 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, Nancy Higgins,  

Bob Monteith & Estelle Kennedy, at home.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is serving at The Presbyterian, Chicago 
- Rev. Mamie Broadhurst & Rev. Richard Williams, our mission co-workers in Colombia as 

they end their term on September 10th  
- Prayers of guidance for Mark Smith and Ann Elyse Hicks, our 2012-2013 Seminary 

Interns.   
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2012-2013 Seminary Interns 
We welcome our new Seminary Interns who will be starting their ministry with WAPC on 
Sunday September 9th.   Read all about Mark and Ann Elyse and help welcome them to WAPC!   

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Before	   beginning	   her	   seminary	   education	   at	   Princeton	  
Theological	   in	   2011,	   Ann	   Elyse	   lived	   in	   her	   home	   state	   of	  
Virginia.	   	  She	   worked	   in	   childcare	   for	   several	   years,	   and	   has	  
also	   served	   as	   a	   youth	   ministry	   intern	   and	   Vacation	   Bible	  
School	  director.	  	  She	  is	  seeking	  ordination	  in	  the	  PC	  (USA),	  and	  
is	   currently	   an	   Inquirer	   in	   her	   home	   Presbytery.	   	  Ann	   Elyse	  
holds	  a	  BA	  in	  Religious	  Studies	  from	  the	  College	  of	  William	  and	  
Mary,	   and	   completed	   a	   summer	   field	   education	   in	   2012	   in	  
Ghana,	  Africa.	  	  	  

Mark	   is	   in	   his	   second	   year	   at	   Princeton	   Theological	  
Seminary	  and	  has	  recently	  completed	  a	  summer	  internship	  in	  
Clinical	   Pastoral	   Education	   as	   a	   Chaplain	  at	   Robert	  Wood	  
Johnson	   University	   Hospital	   in	   Hamilton,	   NJ.	  	   He	   lives	   in	  
Hamilton,	   NJ	   with	   his	   wife	   Carolyn,	  and	   has	   participated	   in	  
numerous	  roles	  at	  his	  home	  church,	  The	  Presbyterian	  Church	  
of	  Lawrenceville,	  and	  in	  his	  home	  Presbytery,	  New	  Brunswick.	  
	  Mark	   is	  an	   Inquirer	   in	  the	  process	  of	  seeking	  ordination	  as	  a	  
Teaching	   Elder	   (Minister	   of	   the	  Word	   and	   Sacrament)	   in	   the	  
PC	  (USA).	  
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

There will be a meeting of the Mission Committee on Sunday September 16th following 
 worship in the church lounge! 

Mission Opportunit i es   Mission Project—Help a Child 
 

School Kits are desperately needed in many parts of the world.  School Kits give children  
in impoverished schools, refugee camps, or other difficult settings some of the basic tools 

 for learning. As you buy school supplies for your children or grandchildren this fall, 
please pick up a few extra items to donate.  

 
PW will be collecting the following items to be assembled into  

School Kits for Church World Service: 
 

 Blunt scissors (rounded tip) 
70-count spiral notebooks  
30-centimeter (12”) rulers 

Hand-held pencil sharpeners 
New pencils with erasers (not sharpened) 

Large erasers 
24 count boxes of crayons 

 
Baskets will be placed at the Sanctuary doors all five Sundays in September  

for collection of school items. Thank you for helping a child to learn. 
 

 

 

F.I.S.H.  
We are collecting tuna, small containers of mayonnaise, cereal, canned vegetables.   

Please no more PASTA, the basket is located in the Mission Room.  
The donations are collected and taken to the Food Bank every Sunday.   

The Food Bank serves North Plainfield residents in need. 
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COMMUNITY	  GARDEN	  UPDATE	  
	  

New	  ministry	  growing	  and	  taking	  
shape	  in	  our	  midst,	  responding	  to	  the	  
needs	  in	  our	  community….	  	  Mission	  
dollars	  hard	  at	  work,	  creating	  new	  
partnerships	  in	  North	  Plainfield…	  
	  	  
That	  is	  what	  our	  Faith	  Garden,	  the	  
ecumenical	  mission	  project	  of	  our	  
congregation	  and	  the	  Catholic	  
Community	  of	  St.	  Joseph	  in	  North	  
Plainfield	  has	  been	  doing	  all	  summer!	  	  	  
Our	  garden,	  in	  its	  third	  year	  continues	  
its	  growth—growing	  all	  sorts	  of	  
wonderful	  foods	  for	  those	  in	  our	  
community	  to	  eat,	  but	  also	  growing	  
our	  partnerships	  and	  connections	  in	  
the	  community.	  	  This	  summer	  more	  of	  
the	  North	  Plainfield	  community	  and	  
beyond	  came	  alongside	  to	  work	  with	  
us.	  	  We	  welcomed	  new	  partners:	  the	  
Fanwood	  Presbyterian	  Church	  
summer	  youth	  mission	  experience,	  

Girls	  on	  the	  Run	  (an	  exercise	  and	  empowerment	  program	  for	  young	  girls	  in	  North	  
Plainfield),	  children	  from	  local	  schools,	  and	  new	  volunteers	  from	  our	  two	  
congregations.	  	  	  The	  food	  goes	  to	  the	  St.	  Vincent	  de	  Paul	  mission	  at	  St.	  Joseph’s	  and	  
every	  Saturday	  morning	  is	  distributed	  to	  anyone	  who	  is	  in	  need.	  	  	  	  
	  
Our	  ministry	  is	  being	  featured	  this	  fall	  in	  a	  
publication	  of	  the	  Presbyterian	  Church	  
(U.S.A.),	  in	  its	  online	  social-‐justice	  journal	  
called	  Unbound:	  An	  Interactive	  Journal	  of	  
Christian	  Social	  Justice	  in	  their	  September	  
food	  issue.	  	  When	  the	  links	  to	  the	  article	  
comes	  up	  I	  will	  be	  sure	  to	  share	  it!	  	  	  	  
	  
Your	  mission	  dollars,	  hard	  at	  work	  in	  our	  
local	  community,	  addressing	  a	  local	  need.	  	  
Our	  congregation,	  connecting	  and	  
partnering	  in	  mission	  with	  those	  around	  us.	  	  
That’s	  what	  our	  calling	  is,	  and	  we’re	  still	  
growing	  food	  this	  fall,	  so	  sign	  up	  to	  join	  us	  
with	  either	  Pastor	  Shannan	  or	  Gwyn	  
Gronlund	  or	  make	  sure	  to	  be	  a	  part	  of	  the	  garden	  for	  2013!!!	    
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Presbyter ian Women 

Save the Date! October 13, 9:00 A.M. 
Presbyterian Women’s Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2012 in the Parish Hall. Our 
own Julia Lake will speak to us about her recent study trip to the rainforest of Peru. Julia’s talk will be 
preceded by a delicious continental breakfast and a brief business meeting.  All women of WAPC and 
their guests are invited. 

 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Fall Meetings 

 
Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl Ministry of WAPC, continues  
to meet monthly.  We stitch at our meetings and on our own time to create 
comforting shawls. Our Fall meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 
Tuesday, September 11, at the home of Gwyn Gronlund 
Tuesday, October 9, at the home of Fran Young 
Tuesday, November 13, at the home of Gail Smith 
We do not meet in December.   
       All evening meetings are held from 

7:15 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 
 We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All are  
welcome to join. Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information (908) 754-1251 
 

YOUTH GROUP 

There will be an organizational meeting for all youth group members after worship on 
Sunday September 23rd.   We will meet in the church lounge with parents and youth right 
after worship for about 20 minutes and then youth and leaders only (no parents!) will go 
to La Strada for lunch (pizza!!!).   Youth group is open to all youth of the church from 6th 
through 12th grades!  See you there! 

      --John Sullivan, youth group leader, jts1116@aol.com  

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Church school kicks off on Sunday September 9th.   Parents, watch your email, more 
information coming out in early September!! 
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WATCHUNG AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

its funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
SEPTEMBER 1st and DECEMBER 30th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your fall plantings. 

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or shrubs, water 
gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping service, Parker’s 14 

acres of greenhouses & garden center presents the area’s largest 
selection of top quality plants and services with expert advice that is 

second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 7 years in a row. 

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at 
the time of sale and we will log the sale into your organization’s account.  At 
the end of the fundraiser, 10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to your 

organization. 
 

Parker Gardens 
1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 

(908) 322-5552 
www.parkergardens.com 

Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

Celebrating	  over	  60	  years	  and	  still	  growing	  
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SAVE THE DATE!!  
UPCOMING OCTOBER 

EVENTS AT WAPC! 
 

 

October 7th - World Communion Sunday 

 

October 14th - Blessing of the Pets (Bring your pets to worship, 
blessing outside afterwards).  Come back at 4PM for the Love 
Free or Die screening and conversation with our friends from 
Presbyterian Welcome and other NJ welcoming congregations! 

 

October 21st - The 40th Annual Plainfield/North Plainfield CROP Walk - Worship 
at 4PM only (no morning worship).  Help us celebrate this important milestone 
of mission in our local community!!! 

 

October 28th - Combined Worship at 10AM for all Presbyterian Churches in the 
Plainfields.  At Watchung Avenue, Rev. Mark Koenig, Guest Preacher, Director 
of the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations (NYC).  Special combined 
activity for all five our congregations and luncheon following. 
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VISIONS	  	  October	  2012	  
UPCOMING OCTOBER EVENTS 

AT WAPC! 
October 7th - World Communion Sunday 

October 14th - Blessing of the 
Pets (Bring your pets to 
worship, blessing outside 
afterwards).  Come back at 
4PM for the Love Free or Die 
screening and conversation 

with our friends from Presbyterian Welcome and other NJ welcoming congregations! 

October 21st - The 40th Annual Plainfield/North Plainfield CROP Walk - Worship at 
5PM only (no morning worship).  Help us celebrate this important milestone of 
mission in our local community!!! 

October 28th - Combined Worship at 10AM for all Presbyterian Churches in the 
Plainfields.  At Watchung Avenue, Rev. Mark Koenig, Guest Preacher, Director of the 
Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations (NYC).  Special combined activity for all 
five our congregations and luncheon following. 
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We have a busy October here at Watchung Avenue.  
Many different activities, all of them important to the 
life and witness of our congregation.  Let me just 
take this time to highlight each of them and how I 
see them fitting into our continued spiritual growth 
and development as people who follow Jesus Christ: 
 
World Communion Sunday:  We will gather around 
the table and remember our connections and ties to 
Christians around this world and pray for peace.   
 
Jeremiah Journey Projects:  We will be lifting up 
thoughts in worship about the Jeremiah Journey for 
us to think and meditate on.  This began last Sunday 
in worship with one on the negative affects of 
“individualism” on a life of faith.   There are two 
Bible study opportunities to engage with Jeremiah 
Journey, one on Tuesday mornings with me, and the 
other with our Seminarian Mark Smith (info in the 
newsletter).  There are also Bible studies to pick up 
on the information table in the Mission Room and on 
the church website for download.  I hope all members of our congregation will take 
the opportunity to hear God’s Word in fresh new ways this fall through the Jeremiah 
Journey!  New ways of hearing God’s Word will help us to think more intentionally 
about our life together and where the Spirit is calling us to journey in our future! 
 
Love Free or Die Film Screening:  I am so excited that we are hosting this screening 
for our community.  This film tells the story of Gene Robinson, the first openly gay 
bishop in the Episcopalian church.  We are showing this film in partnership with 
Presbyterian Welcome and this is part of our continued outreach to our community as 
we tell them the good news about our congregation as a place of welcome for all 
people.  We want to be known and seen as the leading congregation in our 
community that has an open welcome to all people to be with us.  We want to tell our 
story and this film is one piece of this!   
 
CROP Walk:  This year we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the CROP Walk.  We’ll be 
sharing in worship at the conclusion of the walk at 5 PM to celebrate this milestone of 
ministry and leadership in our community while at the same time acknowledging 
how much further we have to go in eradicating hunger.  The CROP walk is a long-
term, signature ministry of our congregation and we want to encourage everyone to 
walk and be a part of ending hunger!   
 
Blessing of the Pets:  We’ll be blessing our pets again this October and welcoming 
them into worship for the third year.  What a great day this is when our beloved 
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animals, part of the Kingdom of God join us for worship!  See all of you there as we 
remember the love God has for all creatures great and small! 
 
Combined Worship of the Plainfield Presbyterian Congregations:  We are looking 
forward to another opportunity to worship together with our sisters and brothers in 
Jesus Christ from the Plainfields.  Rev. Mark Koenig will be joining us and we’ll be 
engaging in learning on how to end racism in ourselves, our churches and our 
communities as we build God’s dream—the beloved community! 
What a diverse witness we are offering this month of God’s love!  See you in church!  

 
 
 
  

October  Worship  
and  

  Church  Information  

  

Sunday October 7, 2012 
World Communion Sunday 

Genesis 2: 18-24 
Hebrews 1: 1-4, 2: 5-12 

Until all are Fed! COMMUNION 

Sunday October 14, 2012 Seminarian Mark Smith  
preaching 

Seminarian Mark Smith  
preaching 

Blessing of the Pets and Pets 
in Worship Sunday 
Mark Smith Preaches 

Sunday October 21, 2012 Isaiah 52: 7-12 
Mark 10: 35-45 

Servant Leadership: Walking 
in the Way of Jesus 

5pm Evening Worship 
COMMUNION 
CROP Walk  
40 Year Anniversary Walk! 

Sunday October 28, 2012 
Reformation Sunday 

Rev. Mark Koenig, Guest 
Preacher 

Rev. Mark Koenig, Guest 
Preacher  

Children wear Halloween 
Costumes to Church 
Combined Plainfield Worship 
Service, led by Rev. Mark 
Koenig of the PCUSA Office 
at the United Nations 
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Office Hours 
The church office is open from 10AM-3PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

 
 
 
 

2012 Per Capita Amount 
Our	  assessment	  from	  the	  PCUSA	  for	  2012	  is	  $36.60	  per	  member.	  If	  each	  member	  pays	  their	  share,	  it	  will	  free	  
up	  money	  for	  other	  purposes.	  Place	  your	  $36.60	  in	  the	  per	  capita	  envelope	  or	  note	  “per	  capita”	  in	  the	  memo	  

line	  of	  your	  check.	  

	  

	  

As	  of	  August	  31,	  2012
Year	  to	  Date	  

Collected/Spent
Year	  to	  date	  

Budget
YTD	  Budget	  
Difference

Income

Pledges $72,643 $80,667 -‐$8,024
Other	  Income $45,694 $48,770 -‐$3,076
Total	  Income $118,337 $129,437 -‐$11,099

Expenses

Mission $2,838 $6,667 -‐$3,829
Other	  Expenses $141,107 $149,433 -‐$8,325
Total	  Expenses $143,945 $156,099 -‐$12,154

Net	  Income	  -‐	  Expenses -‐$25,608

Please	  note	  that	  we	  are	  currently	  realizing	  a	  YTD	  deficit	  of	  -‐$25,608

We	  would	  appreciate	  the	  congregations	  efforts	  to	  keep	  their	  annual	  
giving	  up	  to	  date	  to	  assist	  in	  reducing	  this	  deficit. 	  
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Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 
If	  every	  WAPC	  member	  gave	  an	  additional	  $1/day	  all	  year-‐we	  would	  eliminate	  100%	  of	  the	  church	  

deficit!	  	  We	  would	  have	  more	  funds	  for	  mission	  &	  ministry.	  	  Put	  your	  $	  in	  the	  DDD	  envelope	  found	  in	  
your	  pew	  rack	  and	  then	  the	  offering	  plate	  each	  week.	  

 
 
 

Coffee Hour 
Coffee Hour sign up sheet will on the coffee hour table after church each Sunday for fall sign up.  
You can also call Beverly Krausse at 908-757-6654 to volunteer to do coffee hour on a Sunday.  No 

sign up, no coffee hour!  We need everyone to help out when you can!!! 

 

First Sundays 
Please remember that on the first Sunday of each month, the loose change/cash offering in the 

plates goes to support the Deacon’s Emergency Fund.  This is our congregation’s only fund that 
is used to help those who call our church in need.  This fund is below $200 currently, and the 

needs in the community are great.  Please remember this fund of the Board of Deacons.   Thank 
you! 

 

 

Circle of Grace 
 

Will meet Monday, October 1st at 1:30pm at the home of Dot Fenz  
 

Circle of Hope 
	  

Will meet Tuesday, October 2nd at 7:30pm at the home of Faye Steinau 
 

Circle of Joy 
 

Will meet in the lounge on Sunday, October 7th after coffee hour; 
Please bring a sandwich and etc. for lunch.  Desert will be served. 

Call Beverly Krausse, 908-757-6654, if you are not able to be with us. 
 

	  	  	  
	  
	  

Pastor	  Emeritus	  Brooks	  Smith	  leads	  a	  Toddler	  and	  Parent	  Play	  Group	  
Tuesdays	  @	  WAPC	  Parish	  Hall,	  11:15	  AM	  
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Bible Talk 
Puzzled about something you’ve read in the Bible or you’ve heard in church?  Have some 
doubts about things religious?  Or maybe you’d just like to do a little exploring of your faith . . . 
then “come on down” and be a part of a lively discussion group that meets Thursday nights at 
7:30pm in the Lounge. We’ve dubbed ourselves the “SEEKERS” and that’s what we do!  Any 
questions, contact Al Smith- 908-756-0738 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Flowers 
For The Sanctuary 

 
The 2012 Flower Calendar (October - December)  

is on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. Participation in this ministry provides 
flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service and is an opportunity for us to 

honor or remember loved ones or special life events. Please sign your name and 
phone number next to the date of your choice and Greta Martin-Worthy, church 

administrator, will contact you prior to that date as a reminder. 
 

It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist (or bring flowers from your 
garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). If you want 

Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct them to do so. 

 
Leslie Hansen (908 604 0337) also designs flower arrangements. Leslie will place your 

flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday morning when she comes for choir.  Please call 
Gail Smith, if you have any questions, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 
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WAPC Online 
• Our church website: www.wapc.net is updated all the time with new photos 

and information. 
• We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go to the church website and follow 

the links in the top right hand corner of the main page of our website to connect 
with us on Social Media! 

Miss a Sunday!  Want to catch up on the sermon!  You can! 
Just go online to our website and listen to sermons!  www.wapc.net/sermons	  

 
Local Mission Contributions & Opportunities 

 
The Mission Committee met on Sunday, September 16th and agreed to provide 2012 

funding  
for Habitat for Humanity and Presbyterian Welcome.   

Two opportunities were also identified for church members  
who are interested in doing local mission work as follows: 

 
• On the third Thursday of each month, WAPC is partnering with Crescent 

Avenue Presbyterian Church to serve food to the needy at the YMCA in 
Plainfield.  We need two people each month from WAPC to arrive by 5:30 at the 

YMCA for approximately one hour.   
Please contact Gwyn Gronlund to sign up - gwyndagronlund@comcast.net. 

 
• On Saturday mornings, WAPC is partnering with St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 

on their clothing bank.  If you are interested, please arrive at the St. Joseph 
Parish Center at 99 Westervelt Avenue in NP by 9:00 am and expect to stay no 

longer than one hour. 
These are wonderful opportunities to demonstrate our mission at a local level! 

 

St.  Luke’s  Comedy  Night  Fundraiser  

Join us Sat. Nov. 10th.  

at St. Luke’s Church,  

300 Clinton Ave, North Plainfield 
Doors open at 7:20 pm.  Show starts at 8:00 pm. 

$15.00 per person – Tickets sold at the door 
Ages 15 and up 
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Light snacks, soft drinks, coffee and dessert will be served 
Feel free to bring your own beer and wine 

(Cups and ice will be provided) 
 

Call Susan Lauck at (908) 534-1091 for information 

A  Letter  from  former  WAPC  intern  Andrew  Scales  
 
Hey Shannan! 
 
As you know, I am absolutely terrible about keeping in touch with people I care about. Watchung Avenue 
keeps coming up in my mind and conversations, even as I work in a small college town north of Charlotte. I 
guess I'm writing to send a quick update, and also to do better about staying in contact.  
 
It's been a really exciting year since we moved to North Carolina. Lenore and I got married last May, and 
since then I've moved into the manse at her church in Huntersville.  
 
DCPC has been a great place to start as an associate; I do miss WAPC sometimes though. I've been doing 
Campus and Youth Ministry. Our Westminster Fellowship is starting to take off after a year of building 
relationships with college students, and Middle School Youth are kind of like puppies who are excited to do 
whatever you say is on the docket for Youth Group that week. High School is much more of a challenge for 
engagement, getting them to read/talk about Scripture, etc. The local public high school is also rife with 
drugs, and a rash of suicides (three in three years) has traumatized the student body. Lots of work for the 
Gospel even in an upper-middle-class town.  
 
A lot of my college students are really involved in anything relating to Central/Latin America. One of our 
student co-moderators is fabulous; she was walking with undocumented workers in demonstrations during 
the Democratic National Convention a few weeks ago. I think she might come around someday to the idea of 
Seminary or at least the YAV program, and I dropped your name as someone who cares about Latin America 
deeply. I'm on my way to El Salvador myself with the Chaplain's Office on a "reverse mission trip" this 
March, and I have a big stack of applications and books about Central America to read this fall.  
 
Also, I'd like to send a big "thank you" for all the ways you've mentored me as a pastor, especially when it 
comes to concern for social justice. My experiences at WAPC were a part, along with dear friends in Seminary 
and some great professors, in helping me understand the way God can call gay people to meaningful 
relationships that don't fit in "traditional/conservative" understandings of marriage. It's been a really exciting 
and quiet process for me to talk with friends and think about how the Good News extends to all people. So, I 
am deeply grateful for the faithful and patient role you played in helping me come to that place.  
 
Life's good overall; pretty stressful at times, usually exhausting, but still exciting and joyful. Hope that you, 
and Juan, and Sofia are doing well. What's been happening in North Plainfield? What have the youth been up 
to? What are Henry and Kori doing these days? Please give my best to everyone gathered at Watchung 
Avenue; I think of you all often.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Andrew 
 

Note  from  Pastor  Shannan:    Look  at  how  an  experience  with  us  at  WAPC  
changed  and  grew  Andrew!    Good  ministry  done  by  all  of  us!  
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Presbyter ian Women 
Save the Date! October 13, 9:00 A.M. 

Presbyterian Women’s Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, October 13, 2012, in the Parish Hall. 
Our own Julia Lake will speak to us about her recent research trip to the rainforest of Peru. Julia’s 
talk will be preceded by a delicious breakfast and a brief business meeting. All women of WAPC 
and their guests are invited (men and teens included for this program).  Please RSVP to a circle chair 
or the office. Circles of Hope and Joy will host, and Circle of Grace will provide devotions.  
. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Fall Meetings 
 

Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl Ministry of WAPC, 
continues to meet monthly.  We stitch at our meetings and on our own 
time to create comforting shawls. Our Fall meetings are scheduled as 
follows: 
 
Tuesday, October 9, at the home of Fran Young 
Tuesday, November 13, at the home of Gail Smith 
We do not meet in December.   
      

 
  All evening meetings are held from 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 
 We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our projects, and have refreshments, of course.  All are  
welcome to join. Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information (908) 754-1251 
 

YOUTH GROUP 

Will meet on Sunday Oct. 14 to work in the Church Library; Sunday Oct. 21st at 12:45PM to walk in the CROP 
Walk, and the next meeting will be the combined service Sunday, Oct. 28, where we will be participating in 

the workshops/classes after church 

          --John Sullivan, Youth Group Leader 
            jts1116@aol.com  

CHURCH SCHOOL 

The Sundays that we do not have “church school” are Sundays that we will invite 
children to help lead an element in worship or begin offering a mission project that is 
local for the children.  We need all parents to sign up to help organize these activities 
for the children! Thank you! 
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The Bereavement Hospitality Committee was set up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of 

assistance to members of the church at the time of a death in the family.  The purpose 
of this committee is to coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be served in the 
Parish Hall following a funeral or memorial service.  Members of the committee set 

up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of 
the deceased is responsible for the main course and paper products. 

If in need of this service or you would like to serve on this committee, 
 please call Faye Steinau. 

 
 

Prayer List 
- Prayers for those killed in Libya and for peace and 
   understanding to fill the world. 
- Prayers for all of those affected by Hurricane Isaac. 
- Prayers for the people of Syria. 
- Prayers of healing for Tim Cortright who is recovering from    
   surgery. 
- Prayers for peace and an end to gun violence throughout our 
  country. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo recovering from back surgery. 
- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey, at home. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman. 
- Prayers of healing for Ruth Stagg, battling pancreatic cancer.   
- Prayers of healing and hope for Betty Lou Diven, Fran Young’s sister. 
- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield Presbyterian Mission Group’s Jeremiah Journey 

Team. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, Basking Ridge, NJ.   
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, Nancy Higgins,  

Bob Monteith & Estelle Kennedy, at home.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is serving at The Fourth Presbyterian Church, 

Chicago  
- Mark Smith and Ann Elyse Hicks, our 2012-2013 Seminary Interns.  
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Behold: There Is a New Creation 

A Bible Study 

 
Sundays, October 7 and 28 and November 4, 11, 18 

11:30am in the Downstairs Lounge. 

This Bible Study is a part of the Jeremiah Journey that involves our 
congregation and the other Presbyterian churches in the Plainfields.  We 
will explore God’s Creation and the New Creation in Christ declared by 
Paul, and what is the unique mission and purpose of the church. 

This study will be led by our seminary intern, Mark Smith.  All are welcome!  
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October	  Children’s	  
Activities	  

	  

October	  14:	  	  Blessing	  of	  the	  Pets	  and	  
Church	  School	  
October	  21:	  	  12:45PM—CROP	  Walk!!!	  
Evening	  Worship	  @	  5PM	  with	  Church	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
School	  
	  

	  

Youth	  Group	  in	  October	  
	  
October	  14:	  	  Blessing	  of	  
the	  Pets,	  Youth	  Group	  
afterwards	  
October	  21:	  	  12:45PM	  
CROP	  Walk	  for	  Hunger	  
October	  28:	  	  Anti-‐Racism	  
Training	  with	  youth	  from	  
other	  Plainfield	  
congregations	     
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A Blessing of the Pets Ceremony 
For any of your furry, feathery, or scaly friends 

 
 

11:15am Sunday October 14th  
Front Lawn of the 

Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 
North Plainfield, NJ  

(corner of Watchung and Fairview Avenues) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Human and Pet Refreshments will be served † 
 All pets and their humans are welcome to worship with us in the  

Church Sanctuary at 10am and then join us for the  
Public Blessing following Worship!   

Yes, Pets can come to church this Sunday!!! 
 

Please bring your pet in their appropriate leash, carrier, or cage 
 Questions/Directions: 908.755.2781   www.wapc.net 
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WAPC HOSTS THE ANNUAL CROP WALK--
SUNDAY OCTOBER 21, 2012 

40th Anniversary 
12:45PM--Rain or Shine!!! 

Join us for our annual CROP walk where we will walk to end hunger, bring 
awareness to the needs in our community, and support our Church World Service 
partners.    
The walk kicks off on the front steps of Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church.   We 
begin with a little bit of music and a prayer, and then head out for the walk.  This is a 
great time to get to know others in the Plainfield/North Plainfield community and to 
be a part of the solution to hunger!   
We will have a celebration worship service at Watchung Avenue Presbyterian 
Church at 5 PM on October 21st after the walk to celebrate 40 years of working 
together in ministry in the Plainfields!! 
All ages and abilities are welcome, the walk also ends at Watchung Avenue where we 
will have some goodies, photographic memories from walks in years past, more 
music, and fellowship.    
Money raised in the walk supports the ministry of Church World Service and projects 
directly in our home communities of Plainfield and North Plainfield! 
You can sign up for the walk and pick up registration materials after worship each 
Sunday and/or download them from the church website!   
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Sunday October 28, 2012 
Reformation Sunday 

 
A day for all five Presbyterian congregations in the Plainfields 

at 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Worship & Combined Church School  

at 10AM 
Potluck Luncheon at 11:15AM 

Anti-Racism Training 12 noon – 2PM 
(for children, youth, and adults) 

 
Childcare for children ages 0-4 will be provided throughout the 

day.  Please contact the WAPC office at 908-755-2781 by October 
24 to register your child. 

Our leader for this Sunday will be the Rev. W. Mark Koenig who 
serves as the director of the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations. 
The ministry works to inspire and equip Presbyterians for global 
discipleship following Jesus and to advocate for peace and justice in the 
United Nations community, guided by General Assembly policies. Mark 
previously served the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program as coordinator 
and associate for resources and education. He has served as the PC(USA) 
associate for antiracism training. He has also served on the staff of the 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve, working in the areas of hunger, 
peacemaking and justice and has been co-pastor of churches in Iowa and 
Ohio. He is a graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary and 
Westminster College (PA). 
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WATCHUNG AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

its funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
SEPTEMBER 1st and DECEMBER 30th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your fall plantings. 

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or shrubs, water 
gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping service, Parker’s 14 

acres of greenhouses & garden center presents the area’s largest 
selection of top quality plants and services with expert advice that is 

second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 7 years in a row. 

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at 
the time of sale and we will log the sale into your organization’s account.  At 
the end of the fundraiser, 10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to your 

organization. 
 

Parker Gardens 
1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 

(908) 322-5552 
www.parkergardens.com 

Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

Celebrating	  over	  60	  years	  and	  still	  growing	  

 



 

 



 
 
 

VISIONS 2012 
 

   www.wapc.net 
 
It’s  November!      After  a  very  busy  October  at  our  church,  I  find   myself  breathing  a  bit  
of a sigh of relief that November will be a quieter month, just before the busyness of 
December!   
 
We learned and did  a lot during the month of October at WAPC.  We started  out the 
month with World  Communion Sunday with a beautifu l setting of photos of 
communion from around the world  that 
greeted  us in worship.   We journeyed on with 
our friends from Presbyterian Welcome and 
Auburn Seminary as we watched the 
documentary Love Free or Die about the first 
openly gay bishop in the Episcopalian 
Church, his life and his struggles.  Together 
we dreamed about a larger church, a vision 
for  all  of  God’s  people  to  be  allow ed the space 
to be in ministry and share the fullness of 
their lives in congregations.   
 

http://www.wapc.net/
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 Thanks to the diligent and hard  work of WAPCers the last 40 years, we celebrated  
our 40th Annual Plainfield / North Plainfield  CROP Walk and were presented  with a 
beautifu l new banner to hang in our 
Sanctuary and plaque for our church to 
celebrate all that we have done to help end 
hunger in our community and the world .  
And we ended the month in worship and 
learning with our Presbyterian friends from 
Bethel, United , Nuevas Fronteras, and 
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Churches.  
What a month!I know many of you 
dedicated  much time and many efforts 
towards our October events.  Thank You!!!  
 
 
If we step back and take a look at the last month together, we learned a lot, and we 
connected  in many ways to the larger ministry of our church and dreamt about new 
ways to extend ourselves out in mission and ministry into our community and 
beyond.   Some challenges were set before us—and some new opportunities were 
opened up to us.   
 
 
In November  we  will  be  having  our  annual  stewardship  drive.    It’s  the  opportunity  
and time to make your financial intentions known to the church so we can plan for 
next year.   I encourage you to think about October as you make your pledge for 
next year.  Look at everything we were able to accomplish!  And  this  wasn’t  
everything!  We had a new confirmation class start up, the youth group met and 
began working on projects in our build ing, the front lawn of the church was 
redesigned and beautified , and all of the other usual ministries of our church 
continued!     
 
 
I see our congregation at an important transition point.  Moving from what my friend 
calls  an  “activities-based”  congregation  to  a  “mission -based  congregation.”    Mission  
isn’t  just  build ing  houses  or  travelling far away.  Mission is right on our doorstep.  
Reaching out to our GLBT sisters and brothers, letting them know this is a welcome 
place.  Walking the CROP Walk to raise funds to feed the hungry—and providing this 
witness for now 40 years to this com munity.   Deep engagement in worship of what it 
means to be a part of the World  Communion and preparing for mission and ministry 
not alone—but alongside our closest partners, the other Presbyterian congregations in 
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the Plainfields, setting the stage for shared ministries of the future to transform the 
place we call home. 
 

God is doing new things in our life together. 
 

As we are reminded in Isaiah  
, “I  am  about  to  do  a  new  thing;; now  it  springs  forth,  do  you  not  perceive  it?” 

 
We look forward to receiving your pledges for 2013 as we continue to trust God and 
follow the path and all the newness that is being created  around us!   
 
See you at WAPC! 
 

 
 
 

 
Rev. Shannan Vance-Ocampo  
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Sunday October 28, 2012 

Reformation Sunday 
 

A day for all five Presbyterian congregations in the Plainfields 
at 

Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church  

 
Worship & Combined Church School  

at 10AM 
Potluck Luncheon at 11:15AM 

Anti-Racism Training 12 noon – 2PM 
(for children, youth, and adults) 

 
Childcare for children ages 0-4 will be provided throughout the day.  Please contact the WAPC office at 908-

755-2781 by October 24 to register your child. 
 

Our leader for this Sunday will be the Rev. W. Mark Koenig  who serves as the d irector of 
the Presbyterian Ministry at the United  Nations. The ministry works to insp ire and  equip 
Presbyterians for global d iscipleship following Jesus and  to advocate for peace and  justice 
in the United  Nations community, gu ided  by General Assembly policies. Mark previously 
served  the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program as coord inator and  associate for resources 
and  education. He has served  as the PC(USA) associate for antiracism training. He has also 
served  on the staff of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve, working in the areas of 
hunger, peacemaking and  justice and  has been co-pastor of churches in Iowa and  Ohio. He 
is a graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary and  Westminster College (PA). 
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November Worship 
and 

Church Information 
 
 

 
Sunday 

November 
4, 2012 

Deuteronomy 
6: 1-9 

Mark 12: 28-34 

Offerings of 
Love 

COMMUNION  
 

Sunday 
November 

11, 2012 

Rev. Dr. 
Jonathan Seitz 
Guest Preacher 

Rev. Dr. 
Jonathan Seitz 

Guest 
Preacher 

Jeremy’s  and  Ann  Elyse’s  
Birthday!  

  

Sunday 
November 

18, 2012 

Ann Elyse Ann Elyse COMMUNION  
Ann Elyse Hicks Preaches 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday 
Sunday 

November 
25, 2012 

Christ the 
King 

Sunday 

Revelation 1: 
4b-8 

John 18: 33-37 

Priest or 
Pauper? 

  

 

Office Hours 
The church office is open from 10AM-3PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

The church office will be closed on Thursday November 22nd and Friday November 
23rd for the Thanksgiving Holiday 
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2012 Per Capita Amount  
 

Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 per member. If each member pays their 
share, it will free up money for other purposes. Place your $36.60 in the per capita envelope 

or  note  “per  capita”  in  the  memo  line  of  your  check. 

 

As of September 30, 2012
Year to Date 

Collected/Spent

Year to date 

Budget

YTD Budget 

Difference

Income

Pledges $85,011 $90,750 -$5,739
Other Income $54,044 $54,773 -$729
Total Income $139,055 $145,522 -$6,468

Expenses

Mission $3,070 $7,500 -$4,429
Other Expenses $162,673 $168,339 -$5,666
Total Expenses $165,743 $175,839 -$10,096

Net Income - Expenses -$26,688

Please note that we are currently realizing a YTD deficit of -$26,688

We would appreciate the congregations efforts to keep their annual giving up 

to date to assist in reducing this deficit.  

 

 

Dollars Dest roy ing the Deficit ! 
If every WAPC member gave an additional $1/day all year-we would eliminate 100% of the church 

deficit!  We would have more funds for mission & ministry.  Put your $ in the DDD envelope found in 
your pew rack and then the offering plate each week. 
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Coffee Hour 

Coffee Hour sign up sheet will on the coffee hour table 
after church each Sunday for fall sign up.  You can also 
call Beverly Krausse at 908-757-6654 to volunteer to do 
coffee hour on a Sunday.  No sign up, no coffee hour!  

We need everyone to help out when you can!!! 

 

 

First  Sundays 

Please remember that on the first Sunday of each month, the loose change/ cash 
offering  in  the  plates  goes  to  support  the  Deacon’s  Emergency  Fund.  This is our 
congregation’s only fund that is used to help those who call our church in need.  

This fund is below $200 currently, and the needs in the community are great.  
Please remember this fund of the Board  of Deacons.   Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Puzzled   about  something  you’ve  read  in  the  Bible  or  you’ve  heard   in  church?    
Have some doubts about things religious?  Or maybe you’d  just  like  to  do  a  little  

exploring  of  your  faith  .  .  .  then  “come  on  down”  and  be  a  part  of  a  lively  
discussion group that meets Thursday nights at 7:30pm  in  the  Lounge.  We’ve  

dubbed  ourselves  the  “SEEKERS”  and  that’s  what  we  do!    Any  questions,  contact 
Al Smith- 908-756-0738 
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Flowers For The Sanctuary 
The 2012 Flow er Calendar (October - December)  

is on the bulletin board  in the Parish Hall. Participation in this ministry provides 
flowers in the Sanctuary for Sunday worship service and is an opportun ity for us to 

honor or remember loved ones or special life events. Please sign your name and 
phone number next to the date of your choice and Greta Martin-Worthy, church 

administrator, will contact you prior to that date as a reminder. 
 

It is the responsibility of the donor to contact a florist (or bring flowers from your 
garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, Watchung has been a good source (908 757-0400). If you want 

Grays' to deliver, make sure you instruct them to do so. 

 
Leslie Hansen (908 604 0337) also designs flower arrangements. Leslie will place your 

flowers in the Sanctuary on Sunday m orning when she comes for choir.  Please call 
Gail Smith, if you have any questions, PW Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249. 

 
WAPC Online 

 Our church website: www.wapc.net is updated  all the time with new photos 
and information. 

 We’re  on  Facebook  and  Twitter  too!   Just go to the church website and follow 
the links in the top right hand corner of the main page of our website to connect 
with us on Social Media! 

Miss a Sunday!  Want  to catch up on the sermon!  You can! 
Just go online to our website and listen to sermons!  www.wapc.net/ sermons 

http://www.wapc.net/
http://www.wapc.net/sermons
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Local Mission Contributions & Opportunities 
 

The Mission Committee after meeting in September agreed to provide 2012 funding  
for Habitat for Humanity and Presbyterian Welcome.   

 
Two opportunities were also identified for church members  
who are interested  in doing local mission work as follows: 

 
 On the third Thursday of each month, WAPC is partnering with Crescent 

Avenue Presbyterian Church to serve food to the needy at the YMCA in 
Plainfield .  We need two people each month from WAPC to arrive by 5:30 at the 

YMCA for approximately one hour.   
Please contact Gwyn Gronlu nd to sign up - gwyndagronlund@comcast.net. 

 
 On Saturday mornings,  WAPC  is  partnering  with  St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church  

on their clothing bank.  If you are interested , please arrive at the St. Joseph 
Parish Center at 99 Westervelt Avenue in NP by 9:00 am and expect to stay no 

longer than one hour. 
  

These are wonderful opportunities to demonstrate our mission at a local level! 
 

 
 

The Bereavement  Hospitalit y  Commit tee was set up by Dot Fenz in 1996, to be of 
assistance to members of the church at the time of a death in the family.  The purpose 
of this committee is to coordinate an informal luncheon or dessert to be served in the 
Parish Hall following a funeral or memorial service.  Members of the committee set  

up, serve and cleanup in addition to supplying coffee, tea and dessert.  The family of 
the deceased is responsible for the main course and paper products. 

If in need of this service or you would  like to serve on this committee, 
 please call Faye Steinau. 

mailto:gwyndagronlund@comcast.net
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Circle of Grace 
 

Will meet Monday, November 5th at 1:30pm  at the home of Judy Botzan  
 

Circle of Hope 
 

Will meet Tuesday, November 13th  at 7:30pm at the home of Dianne Ledder 
 

Circle of Joy  
 

Will meet in the lounge on Sunday, November 7th after coffee hour; 
Please bring a sandwich and  etc. for lunch.  Desert will be served . 

Call Beverly Krausse, 908-757-6654, if you are not able to be with us. 
 
 

KEEP AN  EYE  OUT  FOR  THE  “GIVING  TREE”  DETAILS  COMING  SOON! 
 
 

The  “Mission  Room  Jacket”  has  been liv ing w ith us for one year! If no one claims it  
w e w ill donate it  to charity .  Thanks, Beverly  Krausse 

 
 

Prayer Shaw l Minist ry  Fall Meet ings 
 

Hearts, Hands & Stitches, the Prayer Shawl Ministry of 
WAPC, continues to meet monthly.  We stitch at our 
meetings and on our own time to create comforting 
shawls. Our Fall meetings are scheduled  as follows: 
Tuesday, November 13, at the home of Gail Smith  
We do not meet in December.   
      
 

  All evening meetings are held  from 7:15 pm to 9:30 pm. 
 
 We have a time of quiet, prayerful stitching, plan our projects, and  have refreshments, of course.  All are  
welcome to join . Call Gwyn Gronlund for more information (908) 754-1251 
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The  Sundays  that  we  do  not  have  “church  school”  are  Sundays  that  
we will invite children to help lead  an element in worship or begin 
offering a mission project that is local for the children.  We need all 
parents to sign up to help organize these activit ies for the children! 

Thank you 

 

 

NOVEMBER CHURCH SCHOOL AND YOUTH 
GROUP ACTIVITIES! 

Sunday Nov. 4th—Confirmation Class, 11:30AM-1PM led  by Seminarian Ann Elyse 
Hicks (What is the Trinity? God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit) 

Sunday Nov. 11th—Church School, Lesson on meaning of World  Communion Sunday 
led  by Seminarian Ann Elyse Hicks 

 Sunday Nov. 11th—Youth Group—11:30-1PM led  by John Sullivan 

Sunday Nov. 18th—Church School, Lesson on Thankfulness led  by Luis Lugo and 
Angie Mercado 

 Wednesday Nov. 28th—Confirmation Class, 6-7:30PM led by Pastor Shannan 
(Evolution and Creation) 
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Calling all Adults in the Church!  We are looking for church 
school teachers for the following Sundays this year.  To sign up 

please contact Church School Elder Cori Peloso at 
coriandsteve@hotmail.com  

 
December 
2nd—Evening Worship and Church School, Lesson on Advent 
16th—Church School, Lesson on Christmas 
  
January 
6th—Evening Worship and Church School, Lesson on Epiphany/ Stars/ Wise Men, etc. 
  
February 
3rd—Church School, Lesson on the meaning of Communion  
  
March 
3rd—Church School, Lesson on Prayer 
24th—Palm Sunday, Church School—Lesson on Holy Week.  Children arrive early at 
9:45AM for Procession of the Palms! 
  
April  
14th—Church School, Lesson on Local Mission 
21st—Church School, Lesson on Caring for Creation/ Earth Day 
  
May 
5th—Evening Worship and Church School, Lesson on Jesus as a Healer  
12th—Mother’s  Day  and  Church  School 
  
June 
2nd—Church School, Lesson on Jesus as a Prophet 
9th—Evening Worship & Church School, Lesson on Parable of the Good Samaritan  

 
 
 

mailto:coriandsteve@hotmail.com
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Prayer List  
 

- Prayers of healing for Harriet Stambaugh, recovering from a shoulder injury. 
- Prayers of healing for David Swanson, husband of Amy Aaroe, who is battling brain 
  cancer. 
- Prayers for Bielka and Drew Smith as they and their children begin  their new life in 
  Nicaragua. 
- Prayers for all our country as it heads into elections this month. 
- Prayers of healing for Floyd Feldnan,  Tom  Ledder’s  business partner. 
- Prayers of healing for Mateo Pua, a 7-yr. old  with leukemia.  
- Prayers for the people of Syria. 
- Prayers of healing for Tim Cortright who is recovering from surgery. 
- Prayers for peace and an end to gun violence throughout our country  
- Continued prayers of healing for Luis Lugo recovering from back surgery. 
- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey, at home. 
- Continued prayers of healing for Colleen Parliman. 

- Prayers of healing for Ruth Stagg, battling pancreatic cancer. 
- Prayers of healing and hope for Betty Lou Diven,  Fran  Young’s  sister. 
- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield Presbyterian M ission  Group’s  Jeremiah  Journey 
  Team. 
- Prayers for Amanda Lake. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted  Living, Basking Ridge, NJ. 
-Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, Nancy Higgiins, Bob Monteith & Estelle Kennedy, 
  at home.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian, who is serving at The Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
  Chicago  
- Mark Smith and Ann Elyse Hicks, our 2012-2013 Seminary Interns.   
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Behold: There Is a New Creation 

A Bible Study 

 
Sundays, November 4, 11, 18 & December 2 

11:30am in the Downstairs Lounge. 

This Bible Study is a part of the Jeremiah Journey that involves our 
congregation and the other Presbyterian churches in the Plainfields.  We 
will  explore  God’s  Creation  and  the  New  Creation  in  Christ  declared  by  
Paul, and what is the unique mission and purpose of the church. 

This study will be led by our seminary intern, Mark Smith.  All are welcome!  
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Election Day--Tuesday 
November 6th  

After a d ifficult and  polarizing political season we all are in need  of God 's 
peace and comfort. 

The WAPC Sanctuary will be open all day for anyone to come, sit in our 
space and enjoy the quiet for prayer.  A candle for peace will be lit all day 

long. 

At Noon Pastor Shannan will lead  a half-hour 
prayer service for our nation on Election Day.   

All are welcome! 
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WATCHUNG AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

its funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
SEPTEMBER 1st and DECEMBER 30th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your fall plantings. 

Whether  you’re  looking  for  annuals,  perennials,  trees  or  shrubs,  water  
gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping service, Parker’s  14  

acres  of  greenhouses  &  garden  center  presents  the  area’s  largest 
selection of top quality plants and services with expert advice that is 

second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 7 years in a row. 

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at 
the time of sale and we will  log  the  sale  into  your  organization’s  account.    At  
the end of the fundraiser, 10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to your 

organization. 
 

Parker Gardens 
1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 

(908) 322-5552 
www.parkergardens.com 

Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

Celebrating over 60 years and still growing 
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Family Support Organization of 
Hunterdon, Somerset, and Warren Counties  

  
  

FREE EDUCATIONAL 
WORKSHOPS FOR FALL 

Please join us for the following FREE educational workshops: 
  
 

  
  
November 13th: Effectively Dealing with Challenging Behaviors in Youth  
   Presenter: Dr. Buzz Mingin  
    Location: Hunterdon County Library Main Branch, 314 Route 12, Flemington,  
  
November 13th:  Understanding and Dealing with your Teen  
                                  Presenter: Eric Harris, LCSW   
    Location: Phillipsburg Free Public Library, 200 Frost Avenue,  
    Phillipsburg 
  

For more information or to register for a program, please call 908-213-9932 
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Sunday  
November 11, 2012 

Pastor  Shannan  is  away  at  Moderator’s  Training  at  the  PCUSA  Headquarters  in  
Louisville, KY for her role in Elizabeth Presbytery as Vice-Moderator.  We have a 
special guest preacher this Sunday, Rev. Dr. Jonathan Seitz, Presbyterian Mission 

Co-Worker to Taiwan.  Jonathon and Shannan went to college together at the 
College of Wooster and we are very pleased to welcome him to WAPC to lead us 

in worship and share with us about his mission service! 

Jonathan and  Emily Seitz serve at the invitation of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan. 
Jonathan teaches at Taiwan Theological College and  Seminary in Taipei, the capital of Taiwan.  
They have three children, and  their twins were born in Taiwan. 
 
Taiwan is an island  nation. It sits between China and  Japan, has at times been occupied  by 
each  and   is  one  of  the  “four  dragons”  of  East  Asia,  known  for  its  rap id   economic  change.  Th e 
Presbyterian Church of Taiwan (PCT) has roots that reach back to 1865. Taiwan is a d iverse 
country, something that is rare in the region. The older generation often speaks Taiwanese and  
Japanese, while young people most often learn Mandarin and  English. “Aborigines,”  the  
original residents of Taiwan, make up only 2 percent of the population, but about a quarter of 
the church.  
 
“One  of  the  biggest  influences  on  my  prayer  life,”  says  Jonathan,  “was  being  part  of  the  
seminary community at Taiwan Theological Seminary. At meals and  before classes, during 
Bible stud ies and  in worship, Taiwanese students and  teachers prayed . Taiwanese sometimes 
pray kaikou,  or  ‘open  mouthed ,’  a  format  where  the  whole  group  or  congregation  will  sort  of  
mumble their prayers together. At first, this seemed quite alien to me, and  only gradually d id  
it become familiar and  even meaningfu l. The time we spent as part of this community 
reconverted   me.”  
 
Before  accepting  this  call  to  Taiwan,  Emily  was  a  children’s  librarian  at  the  South  Br unswick 
Public Library in Monmouth Junction, New Jersey.  Though he grew up in the United  States, 
Jonathan was born in Congo of missionary parents and  baptized  by an African pastor in 
Tshiluba, so serving abroad  was something he had  always considered .  Dur ing and  after his 
Ph.D. stud ies, Jonathan was a teaching assistant at Princeton University in East Asian history 
and  Buddhism and  at Princeton Seminary in early Church history, world  Christianity and  
world  literature, and  Presbyterian history and  theology.  
 
Be sure to be in worship on November 11th to  hear  Jonathon’s  message,  meet  his  family,  and  

learn more about how our mission giving impacts our brothers and sisters around the 
world! 
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Our WAPC bookclub is scheduled for the fourth Monday of November, February, March 
and April. We have selected an exciting group of books focused on a variety of themes. 
November 26 The Things They Carried: a book by Tim O'Brien about a platoon of American soldiers 
during the Vietnam War that is neither memoir nor novel nor collection of short stories but rather an artful 
combination of all three.  * 
February 25 Still Alice: a compelling novel about a 50-year-old woman's sudden descent into early onset 
Alzheimer's disease by Lisa Genova, who holds a Ph. D in neuroscience from Harvard University. Genova uses 
years of experience in her field to craft a realistic portrait of early onset Alzheimer's disease. Alice 
Howland is an esteemed psychology professor at Harvard, living a comfortable life in Cambridge with her 
husband, John, when the first symptoms of Alzheimer's begin to emerge. Alice is shocked to be diagnosed 
with early onset Alzheimer's, after which her life begins steadily to unravel. The brutal facts of 
Alzheimer's are heartbreaking, and it's impossible not to feel for Alice and her loved ones.  * 
 March 25 Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace ... One School at a Time: a book 
by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin which recounts the journey that led Mortenson from a failed 
1993 attempt to climb Pakistan’‛s K2, the world’‛s second highest mountain, to successfully establish schools 
in some of the most remote regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan. By replacing guns with pencils, rhetoric 
with reading, Mortenson combines his unique background with his intimate knowledge of the third-world to 
promote peace with books, not bombs, and successfully bring education and hope to remote communities in 
central Asia.  * 
April 22 (Earth Day) A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail: The 
Appalachian Trail trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain 
in America. If you’‛re going to take a hike, it’‛s probably the place to go. Bill Bryson introduces us to the 
history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the 
way–and a couple of bears. A Walk in the Woods  will make you long for the great outdoors .  * 
 
 

                                                                                   
 
 
We will meet at 7pm in the WAPC lounge. We will be able to use the Somerset County 
Library System’‛s book club collection. Please see Gywn for information about a library 
copy to borrow or you may, of course, purchase your own book. 
We look forward to lively, energetic discussions. Please join us! 

See Cathy Lyttle for further information or if you have any questions.  
*Book summaries were edited from Amazon.com. 
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What a November we had!  Hurricane Sandy roared into our lives and our entire 
region with such force and such strength.  Like most of you, I feel like the month 
of November was a bit of a blur.   It has been quite a month.   
 
Like so many of you, I am so grateful that our community was spared the worst 
that Sandy had to offer.  Our sisters and brothers in coastal NJ and NY fared 
much worse, even though our downed trees and power lines was so much to 
contend with here and created such disruption in our lives! We as a congregation 
and community will have much work before us in the coming years as we work 
with those around us in need and share with them the love of Jesus we know so 
well. 
 
There have been some incredible things that have happened after the storm here 
in North Plainfield—connections that have meant so much.   We were able to 

offer hospitality to our Presbytery 
office for a few days as the power 
was in Plainfield longer than for 
us.   Members of Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA) came to 
be with our community for a few 
days, the photos of Milton and 
Sally our first responders are here.  
Milton has done 12 deployments 
with PDA and is well-experienced 
in disaster relief.  Sally is a 
member at Westminster  
Presbyterian in Dayton, Ohio—the 
same congregation our former 
Seminary Intern Kori Phillips is 

from!  A few days after returning to Ohio Sally emailed to let me know that 
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another young woman from their congregation felt called to come and be with 
our church for a few months to help us work on some local mission projects as 
we keep reaching out in mission and service.  Her name is Cameron Stevens and 
you can read more about her in the newsletter.   Also included in the newsletter 
is an article from Presbyterian News Services about letters of support and 
solidarity from our sister churches around the world.   One is from a church in 
Cuba—a congregation I was so blessed to visit and worship with years ago.   
Another is from the Church of Scotland, our “mother church” in many ways as 
Presbyterians in the United States.  I remember with great fondness the 6 months 
I spent worshipping with a congregation in Aberdeen, Scotland when studying 
abroad in college.   No matter how alone we might feel, how devastating the 
losses we see and know about—the Good News is we are really not alone.  God’s 
Spirit and healing power is around us and made real in the people we know and 
new friends we meet is all around us.  One of the people I worked with for a few 
years in Mississippi post-Katrina reached out a week after the storm to say, 
“We’re on our way to help out, we know what you are going through.”   
 
One of the best gifts we receive as people who follow Jesus is community.  Jesus 
didn’t just gather disciples around him—he formed and modeled what a new 
kind of community would look like.  As the early church grew, it was all about 
being a different sort of a community than the one around them.   In churches 
I’ve visited in places like Cuba and Colombia, it is all about the community, and 
being part of a healthy, loving, and life-giving community that is different and 
offers hope—something that the culture and situation around the church is 
oftentimes lacking.   Our biggest downfall in a “first-world” culture like the 
United States is that we fall easily into the trap of believing that church and the 
community present in a congregation is an  “add on” to the rest of our lives, that 
it is something 
extra.  Take a look 
at this graphic—
how does it make 
you think about 
“church” in a 
different way?  
 
 
 
 
 
Events like a 
hurricane remind 
us of our deep need 
for community.  
But we need that all the time.  Hurricanes are not the only places of need in our 
lives.  Some of our families are broken.  Some of our lives are in need of healing.  
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Some of us are struggling to make ends meet.  Others of us are feeling loneliness 
and pain that always returns as we go through the holiday season.    
 
We need community not just for the pains and sorrows of life, but also as a place 
to mark our joys.  Children’s birthdays.  Successes at work.  Opportunities for 
mission and service.   Personal milestones.    
 
And we need community not just for ourselves but so we can find our deepest 
meaning in life.   How can I really be a person who wants to follow Jesus?  Where 
do my greatest passions mesh up with the world’s greatest needs?  What is God 
calling me to be and do in this moment?   These are the central questions of hope 
and waiting in this Advent Season—how can I be ready to be filled up again with 
the transforming power of God that is present in the birth of Jesus?   
 
 
See you at church this December for our Advent celebrations.  But let’s not just 
“go to church” anymore.  Let’s be the church—the living embodiment of God out 
on the streets! 
 
 
 
Peace in Advent, 
 

 
 
 

 
Rev.  Shannan  Vance-‐‑Ocampo    
	  

Advent Worship begins on Sunday 
December 2nd!  We begin the Advent 
Season with evening worship at 4PM 
and the Advent Dinner afterwards!    
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December  Church  
Information 

 
 
 

HOLIDAY CHURCH OFFICE 
HOURS 

 
The Church Office will be closed 

Thursday November 22 and Friday November 23 in 
observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
The Church Office will be closed  

December 24, 2012-January 1, 2013 in observance of the 
Christmas and New Years Holidays 

 
Pastor Shannan will be on vacation  
December 25, 2012-January 2, 2013 

 
Student Interns Ann Elyse Hicks and Mark Smith  

will be on vacation November 19-25, 2012  
and December 17, 2012-January 1, 2013 

 

New Church Office Hours 
The Church Office is now open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays from 9AM-
2PM.  Administrative Assistant Greta Martin-Worthy can be contacted during 

those times at 908-755-2781 or wapc@verizon.net or by stopping by!   
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Sunday December 2, 2012 
Advent 1 

Jeremiah 33: 14-
16 
Luke 21: 25-36 

A Prophesy that 
Comes to Life! 

Evening Worship, 
4PM 
COMMUNION 
Advent Dinner 
following worship 

Sunday December 9, 2012 
Advent 2 

Malachi 3: 1-4 
Luke 1: 68-79 

 Seminarian Mark 
Smith Preaching 

Tuesday December 11, 2012 
 

Exodus 15: 20-21 
1 Samuel 2: 1-10 
Luke 1: 46-55 

Can I be a Prophet 
Too? 

Women’s Advent 
Dinner and Worship 
Service, 8PM 

Sunday December 16, 2012 
Advent 3 

Isaiah 12 
Luke 3: 7-20 

A Prophet Ends Up in 
Jail! 

COMMUNION 
Cookie Walk 

Sunday December 23, 2012 
Advent 4 

Micah 5: 2-5a 
Luke 1: 46-55 

A Prophetess Sings 
Her Song 

 

Monday December 24, 2012 
5:30PM 
Christmas Eve 
Family/Children’s Worship 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 
Psalm 96 
Luke 2: 1-20 
John 1: 1-14 

 Children’s Pageant 
Lessons and Carols 
Candelighting 

Monday December 24, 2012 
9:30PM 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Isaiah 9: 2-7 
Psalm 96 
Luke 2: 1-20 
John 1: 1-14 

The Prophet is Born! COMMUNION 
Lessons and Carols 
Candelighting 

Sunday December 30, 2012 Luke 2: 41-53 No, I Didn’t Know! John Russell Stanger, 
Presbyterian Welcome  
Guest Preacher 
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Welcome Cameron!!!!  Cameron Stevens is a recent graduate of Ohio University 
where she received a BA in sociology. She is a member of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Dayton, Ohio and has been volunteering with 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance since 2005. She has a passion for disaster relief 
and is looking forward to serving at WAPC over the next few months as our 

nearly full-time volunteer volunteer-in-mission working with us on expanding 
our local outreach opportunities and connections with the local community.  You 

can reach Cameron through the church office or 
mission@wapc.net   Pastor Shannan is setting up 
housing for Cameron during her stay with us.  A 

few church members have already come forward to 
offer to host Cameron in their home, she isn’t 

getting paid, but she does need a good spot to stay!  
If you are interested in hosting Cameron, please be 

in touch with Shannan 
 



 

Online Banking for  
Watchung Avenue 

Presbyterian Church 
Did you know that there is a really 

easy way to make your gift to the 
church?  Just divide up your pledge 
into 12 monthly payments and set it 
up as a reoccurring payment as you 
do with other online bill payments!   
Or make your gifts to the church 
this way each month if you do not 
pledge.  Send the check to the 
church address and you are done!  
The church receives your gift every 
month, and it is easy for everyone!   

 
End of Year Giving at WAPC 

In order for your gift to be credited to 
the church for 2012 tax purposes it 
must be postmarked by December 
31, 2012.  Any gifts received after 

that date and/or postmarked after 

that date must by law be credited 
towards 2013 taxes.   

2013 Stewardship Drive 
Our 2013 pledge drive is in full 

swing.  The pledge drive was 
delayed by a few weeks due to 
Hurricane Sandy by now everyone 
should have received Pastor 
Shannan’s stewardship letter and 
information from Elder Mark von 
Bradsky, chair of the Stewardship 
Committee.  If you need a new 
blank pledge form you can 
download one on the church 
website (www.wapc.net) or you can 
pick up a blank pledge form on the 
table in the Mission Room at the 
Church.   It is important that we 
receive all pledges by November 29, 
2012.  If you have any questions at 
all about Stewardship and Giving, 
please contact the church office 
and/or Mark von Bradsky!  Thank 
you for supporting the ministry of 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian 
Church! 

 
WAPC Online 

• Our church website: www.wapc.net is updated all the time with new 
photos and information. 

• We’re on Facebook and Twitter too!   Just go to the church website and 
follow the links in the top right hand corner of the main page of our 
website to connect with us on Social Media! 

Miss a Sunday!  Want to catch up on the sermon!  You can! 
Just go online to our website and listen to sermons!  www.wapc.net/sermons	  

 
2012 Per Capita Amount 

 
Our assessment from the PCUSA for 2012 is $36.60 per member. If each member 
pays their share, it will free up money for other purposes. Place your $36.60 in 

the per capita envelope or note “per capita” in the memo line of your check. 
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As	  of	  October	  31,	  2012
Year	  to	  Date	  

Collected/Spent
Year	  to	  date	  

Budget
YTD	  Budget	  
Difference

Income

Pledges $96,515 $100,833 -‐$4,318
Other	  Income $57,055 $60,775 -‐$3,720
Total	  Income $153,570 $161,608 -‐$8,038

Expenses

Mission $6,570 $8,333 -‐$1,763
Other	  Expenses $180,104 $187,245 -‐$7,141
Total	  Expenses $186,674 $195,578 -‐$8,904

Net	  Income	  -‐	  Expenses -‐$33,104

Please	  note	  that	  we	  are	  currently	  realizing	  a	  YTD	  deficit	  of	  -‐$33,104

We	  would	  appreciate	  the	  congregations	  efforts	  to	  keep	  their	  annual	  
giving	  up	  to	  date	  to	  assist	  in	  reducing	  this	  deficit.

	  

	  

 
Dollars Destroying the Deficit! 

If	  every	  WAPC	  member	  gave	  an	  additional	  $1/day	  all	  year-‐we	  would	  eliminate	  100%	  of	  the	  
church	  deficit!	  	  We	  would	  have	  more	  funds	  for	  mission	  &	  ministry.	  	  Put	  your	  $	  in	  the	  DDD	  

envelope	  found	  in	  your	  pew	  rack	  and	  then	  the	  offering	  plate	  each	  week.	  



Coffee Hour sign up sheet will on 
the coffee hour table after church 
each Sunday for fall sign up.  You 

can also call Beverly Krausse at 
908-757-6654 to volunteer to do 

coffee hour on a Sunday.  No sign 
up, no coffee hour!  We need 

everyone to help out when you 
can!!! 

 

 

 

First Sundays 
Please remember that on the first 
Sunday of each month, the loose 

change/cash offering in the plates 
goes to support the Deacon’s 
Emergency Fund.  This is our 

congregation’s only fund that is 
used to help those who call our 

church in need.  This fund is 
below $200 currently, and the 

needs in the community are great. 
Please remember this fund of the 
Board of Deacons.   Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Puzzled about something you’ve 
read in the Bible or you’ve heard 

in church?  Have some doubts 
about things religious?  Or maybe 

you’d just like to do a little 
exploring of your faith . . . then 

“come on down” and be a part of 
a lively discussion group that 

meets Thursday nights at 7:30pm 
in the Lounge. We’ve dubbed 
ourselves the “SEEKERS” and 

that’s what we do!  Any 
questions, contact Al Smith- 908-

756-0738 

 

 

 



Local Mission Contributions 
& Opportunities 

 
The Mission Committee after meeting in 

September agreed to provide 2012 
funding  

for Habitat for Humanity and 
Presbyterian Welcome.   

 
Two opportunities were also identified 

for church members  
who are interested in doing local 

mission work as follows: 
 

• On the third Thursday of each 
month, WAPC is partnering 

with Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church to serve 

food to the needy at the YMCA 
in Plainfield.  We need two 

people each month from WAPC 
to arrive by 5:30 at the YMCA 
for approximately one hour.   

Please contact Gwyn Gronlund 
to sign up - 

gwyndagronlund@comcast.net. 
 

• On Saturday mornings, WAPC 
is partnering with St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church on their 
clothing bank.  If you are 

interested, please arrive at the 
St. Joseph Parish Center at 99 
Westervelt Avenue in NP by 
9:00 am and expect to stay no 

longer than one hour. These are 
wonderful opportunities to 

demonstrate our mission at a  
local level!  

 

 
 

The Bereavement Hospitality 
Committee was set up by Dot Fenz in 
1996, to be of assistance to members 

of the church at the time of a death in 
the family.  The purpose of this 
committee is to coordinate an 

informal luncheon or dessert to be 
served in the Parish Hall following a 

funeral or memorial service.  
Members of the committee set up, 
serve and cleanup in addition to 
supplying coffee, tea and dessert.  

The family of the deceased is 
responsible for the main course and 

paper products. 
If in need of this service or you 

would like to serve on this 
committee, 

 please call Faye Steinau.
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Presbyter ian Women  
 

 
 
 

Circle of Grace 
 

Will meet Monday, December 3rd at 12 
noon, at the home of Colleen Parliman. 

This will be a Pot Luck lunch with a 
Christmas Grab Bag 

 
Circle of Hope 

	  
Will meet Tuesday, December 4th  at 
5:30pm at Giovanni’s of Plainfield for 
dinner. Please be on time for seating. 

 
Circle of Joy 

 
Will meet Sunday, December 9th at 

2:30pm at the home of Beverly Krausse 
 for an early dinner. 

 
 

PW’s FUNDRAISERS 2012-2013 
Sunday, December 16, 
2012       Cookie 
Walk        After 
Worship 

Sunday, March 3, 2013           Soup 
Luncheon        After Worship 

 

  
PW’s  GATHERINGS 2012-2013: 

  
Saturday, October 13 - Breakfast 
meeting, program: Julia Lake 
speaking on her experiences in 
Peru 

Tuesday, December 11, 2012, 
Women’s Christmas Service & 
Covered Dish Dinner- Punch bowl 
at 6:15,   Dinner at 6:45, Worship 
at 8 pm, with Shannan & Ann 
Elyse leading worship 

Saturday, February 2- Women’s 
Retreat at Mt. St. Mary’s House of 
Prayer, led by Shannan 
 Sunday, March 17- after worship, 
Lunch, program by Ann Elyse 
Hicks on her summer in Ghana 
 Sunday, May 19, 2013- after 
worship, Garden Tea Party in the 
garden of Gail Smith 
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This year we are collecting 
gifts for the Women’s Shelter 

of Somerset County.  An 
organization that helps 

women and children fleeing 
from troubled homes.  All 

items should be NEW, 
UNWRAPPED, and have a 
nonviolent theme.  Please 

consider donating Holiday 
paper, tape and ribbon. Gift 
Tags will be available in the 

Parish Hall during Coffee 
Hour, Sunday, December2nd 
(if necessary on the 9th and 
16th). ALL gifts MUST be 

received by Sunday, 
December23rd during coffee 
hour.  Please contact Peggy 
(908-668-0051)or Faye (908-

755-8413) with any 
questions.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The 2012 Flower Calendar 
(October – December)  

is on the bulletin board in the Parish 
Hall. Participation in this ministry 

provides flowers in the Sanctuary for 
Sunday worship service and is an 

opportunity for us to honor or 
remember loved ones or special life 
events. Please sign your name and 
phone number next to the date of 

your choice and Greta Martin-
Worthy, church administrator, will 
contact you prior to that date as a 

reminder. 

 
It is the responsibility of the donor to 

contact a florist (or bring flowers 
from your garden). Gray's, Rte. 22, 
Watchung has been a good source 

(908 757-0400). If you want Grays' to 
deliver, make sure you instruct them 

to do so. 

 
Leslie Hansen (908 604 0337) also 

designs flower arrangements. Leslie 
will place your flowers in the 

Sanctuary on Sunday morning when 
she comes for choir.  Please call Gail 

Smith, if you have any questions, PW 
Flower chairperson, at 908 753-1249.



Prayer List 
- Prayers of comfort for Julio Valle & Linda 
Seabrook, Juan Ocampo’s uncle  
   & friend, both of whom are battling 
cancer. 
- Prayers of comfort for Rev. Diane Ruffle, 
Pastor, Westminster Presbyterian 
   Church, Berkeley Heights & her children 
on the loss of husband & father, 
   Bill Ruffle. 
- Prayers of comfort for Mark Lampariello as 
he morns his father. 
- Prayers of healing and hope for all of 
those affected by Hurricane Sandy. 
- Prayers of strength and thanksgiving for 
all of those who are responding to  
   Hurricane Sandy and helping all those in 
need. 
- Prayers of comfort for Amy Aaroe as she 
mourns the loss of her beloved 
   husband, David Swanson. 
- Prayers of healing for Tom Ledder as he 
mourns the loss of his longtime 
   business partner and friend, Floyd 
Feldnan. 
- Prayers of healing for Mateo Pua, a 7-yr. 
old with leukemia.  

- Prayers for the people of Syria, Israel and 
Palestine. 
- Prayers for peace and an end to gun 
violence throughout our country. 
- Prayers of healing for Charlotte Downey, 
undergoing treatment at  
   Columbia- Presbyterian Hospital. 
- Prayers of celebration; Colleen Parliman has 
received a clean bill of health! 
- Prayers of healing for Ruth Stagg, battling 
pancreatic cancer. 
- Prayers of healing and hope for Betty Lou 
Diven, Fran Young’s sister. 
- Prayers of guidance for the Plainfield 
Presbyterian Mission Group’s Jeremiah  
   Journey Team. 
- Shirley Ferri, at Sunrise Assisted Living, 
Basking Ridge, NJ. 
- Helen Miller, Joan Brown, Helen Bradley, 
Nancy Higgins, Bob Monteith & Estelle  
   Kennedy, at home.  
- Edwin Estevez, Our Seminarian; who is 
serving at The Fourth Presbyterian  
   Church, Chicago  
- Mark Smith and Ann Elyse Hicks, our 2012-
2013 Seminary Interns.   

Church School, Confirmation and Youth Group Information! The Sundays that we do not have “church 
school” are Sundays that we will invite children to help lead an element in worship or begin offering a 

mission project that is local for the children.  We need all parents to sign up to help organize these 
activities for the children! Thank you 

Calling all Adults in the Church!  We are looking for church school teachers for the following 
Sundays this year.  To sign up please contact Church School Elder Cori Peloso at 

coriandsteve@hotmail.com 

January 
6th—Evening Worship and Church School, 
Lesson on Epiphany/Stars/Wise Men, etc. 
February 
3rd—Church School, Lesson on the meaning of 
Communion 
March 
3rd—Church School, Lesson on Prayer 
24th—Palm Sunday, Church School—Lesson on 
Holy Week.  Children arrive early at 9:45AM 
for Procession of the Palms! 
 April  

14th—Church School, Lesson on Local Mission 
21st—Church School, Lesson on Caring for 
Creation/Earth Day 
 May 
5th—Evening Worship and Church School, 
Lesson on Jesus as a Healer 
12th—Mother’s Day and Church School 
 June 
2nd—Church School, Lesson on Jesus as a 
Prophet 
9th—Evening Worship & Church School, Lesson 
on Parable of the Good Samaritan

 

 

 



December Church School, Confirmation and Youth Group Information 

 
Sunday December 2—Church School (Barbara Martin teaching), 
4PM with Evening Worship.  5PM Advent Dinner and Fun for 
all ages!  Kid’s crafts and games!   

Wednesday December 5—Confirmation Class 6-7:30PM 

Sunday December 9—Youth Group 11:30-1PM.  Children’s 
Pageant Rehearsal with Jeremy following worship 

Sunday December 16th—Church School (Barbara Martin 
teaching).  Children’s Pageant Rehearsal with Jeremy following 
worship.  Confirmation Class 12NOON-1:30PM 

Wednesday December 19th—6PM Final Pageant Rehearsal with 
Jeremy with Pizza Dinner 

Sunday December 23rd—Youth Group 11:30-1PM 

Monday December 24th—Pageant participants at 4:30PM, 
Children’s Worship at 5:30PM



Behold: There Is a New Creation 

A Bible Study 

 
Sundays, December 9th (last Sunday with Mark!!!) 

11:30am in the Downstairs Lounge. 

This Bible Study is a part of the Jeremiah Journey that involves our congregation 
and the other Presbyterian churches in the Plainfields.  We will explore God’s 
Creation and the New Creation in Christ declared by Paul, and what is the unique 
mission and purpose of the church. 

This study will be led by our seminary intern, Mark Smith.  All are welcome!  
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Messages of prayer and solidarity pour in from PC(USA) 
international partners 
Hurricane Sandy prompts numerous responses 

November 12, 2012 

Presbyterian News Service     Jerry L. Van Marter 

LOUISVILLE 

International partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) from all around the world have sent messages here 
expressing concern and solidarity in the wake of Hurricane Sandy and assuring U.S. Presbyterians that they are 
praying for them as the recovery gets started along the northeastern seaboard. 

As of Nov. 12, partners from Cuba, Africa, India, Scotland and Peru have sent supporting messages to the 
Presbyterian Center in Louisville:  

• “Kindly receive our warmest regards from Cuba precisely in this hour of pain and challenge and, above 
all, full of hope, with the permanent certainty that our faith is capable of defeating all sorrow.  

“We raise our prayers to our Lord seeking for relieve for all who have suffered the effects of the storm Sandy in 
your country. We also pray that our fellow churches and organizations there find the opportunity to express 
solidarity and loving testimony to all affected people.” 

― the Rev. Joel Ortega Dopico, moderator of the Council of Churches of Cuba and pastor of Varadero 
Presbyterian Church 

• “We, at the Church of Scotland, were shocked to witness the devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy 
throughout the areas of the Caribbean, Mid-Atlantic and Northeastern United States last week.  

“We are conscious of the work that your church will be undertaking in attempting to bring relief to those who 
have been stricken by the disaster and want to assure our brothers and sisters in those areas of our thoughts 
and prayers at this difficult time.” 

― Ian Alexander, World Mission Council, Church of Scotland 

• “It is with profound sadness, agony and shock that we are sending you this message on behalf of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) member Churches. The tragic effect and impact of the 
unparalleled Sandy storm on the people of the Eastern Coastal States and indeed on the entire people of 
USA ― young and old ― is simply heartbreaking. The loss of life, the destruction of property we saw 
was unbelievable and inconceivable. As Africans, we know the depth and intensity of human sufferings. 
So we agonize with all the people of USA. When one part of the body suffers, every part suffers (I 
Cor.12: 16). Therefore, your cry is our cry; your agony is our agony; your problem is our problem. 

“We want, through you, to assure the churches, the families who are affected by this tragic and unexpected 
event and the entire people of the United States of America of our constant prayer at this very difficult and 
taxing time. As Africans we have unforgettable memories of the solidarity and attention the people of America 
gave us and continue to give during our difficult times. 
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Ways to Give Following Hurricane Sandy 

 
1. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  Gifts will support short 

and long term help for all those affected by Hurricane Sandy in the 
United States and internationally.  You can give by writing a check 
to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 
15264-3700 and noting “Hurricane Sandy Response (DR000187)” in 
the memo line of your check.  You can also give $10 now by texting 
PDA to 20222. 

 
 

2. Elizabeth Presbytery Disaster Relief Fund.  Gifts will support relief funds in the 
bounds of our Presbytery and help grow existing outreach efforts of congregations.  
You can give by sending your check to the Presbytery office at 525 East Front Street, 
Plainfield NJ 07060 and noting “Sandy Relief Fund.” in your memo line.   
 
 

3. Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church.  Gifts will support our community outreach 
in feeding and caring for the hungry in North Plainfield.  It is our intention to work on 
a local food bank project as well as lay the foundations for long-term hunger outreach 
in our community.  The need for food aid in our community is great, please bring all 
donations to the church office.  Thank you to everyone who brought food last week, it 
was all GONE by noon the following day, so the need is great.   You can also give by 
making out a check to WAPC and write “Hurricane Sandy” in the memo line.  We 
are also looking for volunteers.  See Bob Goellner! 
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Disaster Registration Tips for the Public	  
	  	  
If you’ve been affected by Hurricane Sandy, FEMA urges you to apply 

for assistance by calling 1-800-621-FEMA(3362) TTY 1-800-462-
7585 or online at www.disasterassistance.gov.	  

	  	  
If you have access to the internet, FEMA’s online application is an 
easier and faster way to apply for assistance.  Visit 
www.disasterassistance.gov  to complete your application.	  
	  	  
Next steps in the process:	  
o   Applicants who register with FEMA will be given a personal 

application number. It is important that they write this number 
down, and keep it secure and handy for future use. Applicants will 
need to provide this number later to the FEMA Housing Inspector.	  

o   The applicant will soon be contacted by a FEMA Housing 
Inspector who will make an appointment to come see their 
damaged property.	  

o   The inspection generally takes 30-40 minutes but can be shorter, 
and consists of a general 	  
inspection of damaged areas of your home and review of your 
records.	  

o   FEMA always warns disaster survivors to be watchful for fraud. 
The disaster survivor applicant should make sure the inspector has 
proper identification, if they are concerned about anyone 
representing themselves as a FEMA employee, they can call the 
FEMA Hotline (1-800-621-3362) and confirm the inspector’s 
identity.	  

	  	  
The FEMA smartphone app provides further safety tips and displays 
open shelter information at www.fema.gov/smartphone-app. Sharing 

information using social media tools is also a good way for residents to 
stay informed. Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, 

www.twitter.com/fema, www.facebook.com/fema, and 
www.youtube.com/fema.  The conversation on social media can be 

followed with the basic overall tags of #Sandy, #SandyAid and 
#SandyVolunteer.  Each state has its own Sandy hashtag: #SandyNY 
#SandyNYC #SandyNJ #VTSandy #SandyCT #SandyRI #SandyPA 

#SandyMD	  
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WATCHUNG AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
PETALS FOR PROFIT FUNDRAISER 

 
We grow the plants to help your organization grow 

its funds! 
 

Shop at Parker Gardens between 
SEPTEMBER 1st and DECEMBER 30th and  

we will donate 10% of all the proceeds directly to 
Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church 

 
Just in time for all your fall plantings. 

Whether you’re looking for annuals, perennials, trees or shrubs, water 
gardens, furniture and accessories, or landscaping service, Parker’s 14 

acres of greenhouses & garden center presents the area’s largest 
selection of top quality plants and services with expert advice that is 

second to none! 
Voted Top 100 Revolutionary Garden Center 7 years in a row. 

 
Just mention that you are from Watchung Avenue Presbyterian Church at 
the time of sale and we will log the sale into your organization’s account.  At 

the end of the fundraiser, 10% of the total proceeds will be forwarded to 
your organization. 

 

Parker Gardens 
1325 Terrill Road Scotch Plains, NJ 

(908) 322-5552 
www.parkergardens.com 

Offer cannot be combined with other offers or sales.   

Celebrating	  over	  60	  years	  and	  still	  growing	  
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Merry Christmas 
Advent Celebration 

All invited – 1 day to 100 years – everyone! 
 

Sunday, December 2nd  
 

4pm – Worship 
5 pm – Punch Bowl 

5:30 pm - Covered Dish Dinner 
 

Reservations a must! 
 

Christmas Program  Fun for the Kids 
Free-will offering to help cover costs 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate or leave it in the church office by, 

November 28th. 
 

Your Name______________________ # Adults:___ # Children:___ 
 

Please specify what you will bring: 
Main Dish____________________________________________ 

 
Salad________________________________________________ 

 
Vegetable____________________________________________ 
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Poinsettias 
 

We are beautifying our Sanctuary with poinsettias for Sunday, December 23rd and Christmas Eve 
worship services. 

All who wish to share in this way of celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior are invited to fill out 
this form and place it in the offering plate or leave it in the church office for Gail Smith. 

All orders must be received with cash or a check. 

Please make checks payable to:  PW in WAPC. 

Orders with payments must be in by Sunday, December 9th. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Given by_____________________________________________ 

Please write in how many of each you would like to order: 

 

_____ Red Poinsettias @ $8.00 each 

_____ White Poinsettias @ $8.00 each 

____ I will pick up my plant(s) after the Christmas Eve service. 
         

____ I would like the committee to deliver my plant(s) to a member of our Church Family 

        at home and/or ill. 

My plant is given: 
 

____In Memory of________________________________________ 
 

____In Honor of__________________________________________ 
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Our WAPC bookclub is scheduled for the fourth Monday of November, February, March 
and April. We have selected an exciting group of books focused on a variety of themes. 
November 26 The Things They Carried: a book by Tim O'Brien about a platoon of American soldiers 
during the Vietnam War that is neither memoir nor novel nor collection of short stories but rather an artful 
combination of all three.  * 
February 25 Still Alice: a compelling novel about a 50-year-old woman's sudden descent into early onset 
Alzheimer's disease by Lisa Genova, who holds a Ph. D in neuroscience from Harvard University. Genova uses 
years of experience in her field to craft a realistic portrait of early onset Alzheimer's disease. Alice 
Howland is an esteemed psychology professor at Harvard, living a comfortable life in Cambridge with her 
husband, John, when the first symptoms of Alzheimer's begin to emerge. Alice is shocked to be diagnosed 
with early onset Alzheimer's, after which her life begins steadily to unravel. The brutal facts of 
Alzheimer's are heartbreaking, and it's impossible not to feel for Alice and her loved ones.  * 
 March 25 Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace ... One School at a Time: a book 
by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin which recounts the journey that led Mortenson from a failed 
1993 attempt to climb Pakistan’s K2, the world’s second highest mountain, to successfully establish schools 
in some of the most remote regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan. By replacing guns with pencils, rhetoric 
with reading, Mortenson combines his unique background with his intimate knowledge of the third-world to 
promote peace with books, not bombs, and successfully bring education and hope to remote communities in 
central Asia.  * 
April 22 (Earth Day) A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail: The 
Appalachian Trail trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain 
in America. If you’re going to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. Bill Bryson introduces us to the 
history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the 
way–and a couple of bears. A Walk in the Woods  will make you long for the great outdoors .  * 
 
 

                                                                                   
 
 
We will meet at 7pm in the WAPC lounge. We will be able to use the Somerset County 
Library System’s book club collection. Please see Gywn for information about a library 
copy to borrow or you may, of course, purchase your own book. 
We look forward to lively, energetic discussions. Please join us! 

See Cathy Lyttle for further information or if you have any questions.  
*Book summaries were edited from Amazon.com. 


	visionsjanuary2012kkg
	visionsfebruary2012kkg
	visionsmarch2012(2)
	visionsapril2012
	visionsmay2012
	visions  june 2012
	july_augustvisions_final
	visions september 2012 final(1)
	visions october 2012 (final)
	visions november 2012
	december 2012 visions

