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Here I am – Luke 5:1-11 

Let us pray: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 Isn’t it interesting how an ordinary day can turn into an extraordinary 
one - in just a matter of seconds. Isaiah is minding his own business - doing 
his thing in the temple and then bam - all of a sudden- just like Dorothy in 
the Wizard of Oz - he isn't in Kansas anymore, so to speak. 

 God has this way of interrupting us in the middle of our everyday 
experience and basically reminds us that He knew us before we were in the 
womb.  That means that there is literally nothing that God doesn’t know 
about us.   

 He knows all about our talents and skills and equips us when the time 
is right for us to become servants like Jesus Christ. And then God steps in 
and awakens us to a different reality. 

 Last year I saw the movie Hidden Figures.  Has anyone here seen that 
movie? I know Jim Roselli saw it because he asked me what I thought about 
the movie.  Well, the movie is about three Black women, Katherine Jonson, 
Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson – brilliant African-American women 
working at NASA who served as the brains behind the launch into orbit of 
astronaut John Glenn, a stunning achievement that turned around the Space 
Race. The visionary trio crossed all gender and racial line and inspired 
generations. 

 Katherine Coleman Goble Johnson (born August 26, 1918) an African 
American, calculations of orbital mechanics as a NASA employee were critical 
to the success of the first and subsequent U.S. manned spaceflights. During 
her 35-year career at NASA and its predecessor, she earned a reputation for 
mastering complex manual calculations and helped the space agency pioneer 
the use of computers to perform the tasks. 

 Her calculations were also essential to the beginning of the Space 
Shuttle program, and she worked on plans for a mission to Mars. In 2015, 
President Barack Obama awarded Johnson the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. She was portrayed by Taraji P. Henson as a lead character in the 
2016 film Hidden Figures. 

 All the white employees, especially the white men refused to accept 
the fact that an African American woman could possess such talent and skill, 
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but at an early age Katherine Johnson displayed an uncanny mind for 
mathematical figures.  That was a gift from God, and it was God’s will to 
force the NASA engineers to listen to this Black woman. And look what she 
accomplished.  She saved the lives of two astronauts. 

 Take the Simon Peter-God encounter. Peter has had one of those days 
when nothing seems to be going right. He has worked and toiled all night 
and has nothing to show for it. Maybe there are some of you here who can 
relate. Peter is tired, he is drained, and he has given up. No fish for dinner 
this day. 

 And then it happens, the teacher Jesus, who was a carpenter and 
knew very little about fishing, invites Peter to put out into the deep once 
again and to let down the nets. Simon Peter quickly dissents saying,  

 "Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nada – 
nothing – zero - zip." But maybe Simon Peter not wanting to be unkind to 
the man who had previously healed his mother-in-law, (Luke 4:38–41), 
reluctantly says, "Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."  
 
 So, Peter drags himself back into the deep waters, lets down the nets 
again expecting nothing, but this time an ordinary day gets turned into an 
extraordinary encounter. The fish are so many that the nets begin to break, 
and the boats are so filled with fish that they begin to sink. 

 Now, we've heard fish stories, but this is really some fish story! We 
have moved from the unbelievable and fantastic to the extraordinary. It is a 
God Encounter. 

 Peter recognized this right away. Overwhelmed by the Holy Other, he 
immediately drops to his knees and cries out for mercy, "Depart from me, 
Lord, for I am a sinful man!" 

 God has this way of stepping into our experience and turning our 
ordinary days into extraordinary ones. When God enters our lives, we 
awaken to a different reality- one that's been here all along, but we've failed 
to see. And I believe that God is constantly breaking into our lives and 
speaking to us though we are not always listening.  

 Now I am a city girl and I don’t know anything about fishing.  All I 
know about fish is I like mine fried with some rice and vegetables on the 
side.  I do know a fishing story is supposed to be flattering to the fisherman.   

 If there's anything to learn from this story, it's "why some people 
don't catch fish." Some people don't catch fish because they refuse to go 
into deep water.  Jesus told Simon, "Let's leave the shallows and go to the 
deep." 
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 Everybody knows the schools of big fish are in the deeper water.  And 
the first rule of fishing is you've got to go where the fish are.  But we 
shouldn't limit this to fish only.  Jesus was teaching a spiritual principal.  

 We could substitute fish for abundance or wisdom or love, healing or 
peace.  All those things we want in abundance.  Some people don't catch 
these things because they simply refuse to go deep. 

 Deep water is where the increase is.  Deep water takes faith.  Deep 
water is a risk.  Focus of mind and heart are needed. The visibility in deep 
black water is next to nothing.   

 You've got to trust the words and directions of others who have passed 
through deep water to make it there. Jesus is always inviting people to the 
deeper end of things. But shallow water is pleasant because we know we will 
not sink, it’s safe.   

 It just tickles our ankles when we walk in it. When I went to Jamaica, I 
could see the little fish in that bottom of that crystal blue water. Staying in 
shallow water is such a temptation.  Shallow water doesn't cost much; it 
doesn't take a whole lot of courage.   

 But Simon knew the small fish couldn't feed him.  They couldn't fill him 
and was not the desire of his heart.  The deep water of faith is where those 
things we say we want are swimming around.  The shallow is where we 
begin the adventure, not where we finish.  

 There is a time for classes and listening and a time to live what we've 
learned, a time to receive and a time to give sacrificially, a time to worship 
the Lord in church, and a time to be church and lead the world in the 
worship of the Lord. Deep water is where we have to go to get what God has 
for us. 

 Some people don't catch fish because they don't expect to catch 
fish.  When Jesus tells Simon, "Let's go to the deep water," he doesn't stop 
there.  He says, "...prepare for a catch."  What an encouragement. For us 
who go to church regularly, week after week, we go to the deep water of 
worship, but do we go preparing for a catch?   

 Do we go believing that a blessing is just waiting for us?  Or do we go 
to appease a spouse or to be seen by others or, worse, just out of 
habit?  Expectations count with God.  It's all over the Bible.  

 Expectation is the first-born child of faith, "the substance of things 
hoped for."  No expectation, no real faith.  When we say we believe in God, 
we are not saying I am agreeing with some abstract idea; we're saying we 
expect the things that God has promised to us.  
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 We're saying that I'm a partner with the "giver of every good gift." 
And among those gifts God has promised us are fruitfulness and fish and 
forever. I like how Jesus keeps pushing Simon's boundaries.  "Leave the 
shore, Simon.  Go into the deep, Simon."   

 These are easy in comparison to "Expect a blessing, Simon."  Jesus 
was calling Simon to risk being disappointed in God.  

 I heard a story once about an old minister who every time he preached 
someone would give their life to Jesus.  But when his young assistant would 
preach, no one would come forward and give their life to Jesus.  

 After a year of this, the young minister went to him for some clarity 
and some coaching.  The wise old minister asked his young protégé, "When 
you preach, what do you expect to happen?"  She thought about it and said, 
"I expect to tell the Good News.  I expect to be eloquent and to edify 
people."  

 He said, "You are doing those things.  But when I preach, I expect to 
win people to Jesus Christ, that's all."  Us expecting and preparing to be 
blessed must make God's heart smile in some wide and extraordinary 
way.  God probably says to himself, "They get it; I'm trustworthy, really." 

 Some people don't catch fish because they don't go to the deep water, 
and some people don't catch fish because they don't expect to.  But some 
people don't catch fish because they know more about fish than God.  

 Just look at what Simon says before the miracles begin to happen, 
"Yet, Lord if you say so...."  My frustration is real, Lord.  My pain is real.  My 
emptiness is real.  My despair is real, all real, Lord, and yet.  And, yet, you 
are God and I am not. 

 That's when our miracles will begin to happen, that's when we will 
start catching fish, when we decide that God is God, when our lips and our 
lives agree that "God's foolishness is wiser than any human wisdom."  

 What a freedom Simon got that day, what a joy...that "God is the 
maker of heaven and earth..." and that all by himself. God alone put the 
sword in the swordfish, the sail on the sail fish.   

 He put the big in the whale and the play in the dolphin; it was Him 
alone who put electric in the eel and just because He's God.  And if He's God 
enough to do all of that, what can He do with you, when you're ready to 
catch fish? All you have to say is, “Here I am.”  Amen. 

Let's pray together. Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our fears and 
give us the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us 
when we let go and let God have His way in your Son, our Savior Jesus 
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Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever.  Amen. 

  

 


